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Reynard the Fox, 


AND 


RE TINARDINE his Son. 
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6 CL I Rr EI — Hen bt — 


ing what appears Doubtful or Allegori- 


Le 


ua 


Ing to the Eye all the material Paſſa- 


. of the German Empire, and ſince done 
0 


8 6 


With Morals to each Chapter, explain- 


cal: and every Chapter illuſtrated wit 
a curious Device, or Picture, repreſent- 


ges. Written by an eminent Stateſman + 


; into Englib, Dutch, French, Lalian, 8c. © 
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printed toe the Bo kſell of Londo nd 
Weſtminſter, okſellers ondon and 
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THE 


| PREFACE | 


TU THE 


READER: 


Kind R ADER, 4 
N this ſmall Hiftory, under the Tables or 

Stories of Birds and Beaſts, you will fn | 

things not oxly pleaſant but advantagious to 1 
the Improvement of your Underſtanding, to a 
degree, that you may read Men as well as Boors, 
by their Actions decipher'd in it: Here ou m ay \ 
fee Policy, Deceit, Wiſdom, Power, H ength, 
and many other Things lively ſet forth; and by 
the Events and Succeſs, whether Good or Bad.” 
judge accordingly of thoſe that uſe them, whether 
they tend to honeſt or evil Purpoſes. 

Here, as in a Mirror, the politick Stateſman 
1 ſee his Counterfeit ; the flattering Taraſit? 


vw to carry bimſelf even, and ſail 8 . 
inde; 


— 
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e Preface to the Reader, 


Winds ; the Powerful and Mighty, how weak it 
is to rely wholly on Strength, when they have a 


| ſubtil Enemy to deal with ; and thoſe that truſt 
| fawning Friendſhip, are convinc d, that in Ad- 
| werfity but few will ſtand by them: and a num- 
| ber of other Things is contain'd in it, ſuiting the 
Hates and Conditions of all forts of People. 


dt is a Book that has been printed in moſt Eu- 


| yopean Languages, as, Dutch, French, Ita- 
lian, &c. and that other Nations, who have 
given it high Encomiums and Applauſe ; it being, 

| originally, written by an Antient Stateſman of 


the German Empire, to ſhew ſome Men their 


bs Tobies, and correct the V ices of the Times he liv'd 


in: Therefore receive it not as a Trifle, but as a 
Workof Weight and Moment, which coſt much 
found Judgment aud Labour in Compiling, and 


being done into Englif, it varies little from the 


Original However, as it is, I recommend it to 


Sor, in hopes you will find as much Pleaſure and 
*Advartage in Reading and well Weighing it as 


T did O 


+ 


Your Friend, 
and Humble Servant, 
D. P. 
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The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. | 


| The Firſt Part. 4 
C H A p. I. f 


How Lion ſum mon d all the Beaſt of the Foreſt 

to the Anrual Fra of Pentecoſt, to be held 
at his Royal Palace of Sanden; uith the ſe- | 
veral Complaints there made againfl Ren- 
nard the Fox, &c. "i 


'T 7 Hen the Sun return*d:ro reſcue the 8 
- drooping Earth from the cold En- 


id 


AK 3 - draces | 


f 
þ 


— 
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braces of Winter, and cloathed each Tree 
and Field in a pleafant Livery of Green, 
enamell'd over with fragrant Flowers of 
various Colours ; then it was, the noble Li- 
on, Kingof Beaſts, ſent out his Royal Man- 
TOES all his Subjects, the Inhabitants 
of Woods, Foreſts, and Fields, to attend 


celebrate the annual Feaſt of Pentecoſt : Which 
was no ſooner ſignified to em, that it was 
his Pleaſure they ſhould give their Arten- 
dance, without any Excuſe or Delay, bur 
they flock'd thither in great Numbers, (as 
well to ſhew their Obedience, as to avoid his 
Diſpleaſure) at the Time appointed; and 
being call'd over, none was found wanting 
but the Fox; who, conſcious of Guilt fox 
the many Injuries he had done, kept cloſe 
in his Den, as fearing they would make ſuch. 
jaſt Complaints againſt him, as might en- 
| davger his Life : Nor were his Fears vain, 
or ſuggeſted ; for the King with the Queen 

on his right Hand, and the Leopard, his 
{ Kirſman, on the left, being feared on the 
Throne, under the Canopy ot a ſpacious 


| proceeded to commend them for their ready 


wand, 


„ N » 7 


him at his Royal Palace of Sanden, there co 


| Oak, and Silence being commanded, he 


Obedience, in giving ſuch exact and pupctu- i 
CN A but miſſing the Fox, he 


The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 7 

wonder'd how he alone ſhou d negle& be- 
ing there at this ſo ſolemn a Meeting, ſince 
he had always held him as a Friend, in high. 
Eſteem; which made them enquire about 


his Welfare, ſuppoſing ſome Sickneſs or. 
Misfortune had befel him: But while his 


Wonder laſted, Sir Prim, the Wolf, ſtood. 
up and accuſed him in this manner: © 
Ny moſt Gracions Sovereign Lord, I well 
know, that i: is neither Sigknels or any Ill- 
hap, chat makes Reynard decline appearing 
before your Majeſty, with the reſt of your” 
Subjects ; but his great Guilt for the many 
Outrages and Violences he has committed: 
againſt a number here preſent, whoſe juſt. 


Complaints he fears will be laid againſt 


him, to bring him to deſerv'd Puniſhment. 
and Diſgrace, for abuſing not only us, but 
your Majeſty, in condemning your Orders: 
and Commands, notwithſtanding your Cle- 


mency towards him heretofore, and the ma- 


ny Favours you've heap'd upon him; and 
particularly, as to the great Injury he has 
done me and my Family, I have brought ma- 
ny to teſtiſie it, and which, being plainly 
prov'd, I doubt not of your Majeſty's Con- 
ſent ro Redreſs and Revenge my Wrongs.. 


Then thus, Dread Sovereign it was, My | 


Wife and. Childre1 being at home, and 
1 A4 baskr 


= MH * 


Renard the Fox. 


basking ac their Eaſe, whilſt I was ranging 
abroad, Reynard coming that way, enter'd 


” f r 


my Houſe forcibly, againſt my Wife's Con- 


ſent, and after many Scofflings and Taun- 
tings at her, and my young Ones, in a ſcorn- 
ful kind of ſporting manner, whisking up 


his Tail, he fo bepiſs'd their Eyes, that 


dy the ſtink and ſharpneſs of his Urine, they 


| fince continued ſo, to the great Grief and 
| Sorrow of me and my poor Wife : And 
| --zltho* a Day was ſet that he ſhould come 
F ro anſwer for this Injury, and the Book 
Vas tender'd him to ſwear, whether he was 
Guilty of it, or not; yet he refus'd to do 
| it, in Contempt of your Majeſty's Com- 
mand and Royal Authority. Many more 
8 Injurics I could reckon up, as divers noble 
8 Beaſts here preſent can teſtifie ; but they 
are ſo many, and grievous, that ſhould I 
tell em all, they would tire your Patience, 
and diſcompoſe your Majeſty with too great 
an Auger: and therefore expecteing the Ju- 
ice of the Law, for what I have related, 
and more particularly for the Shame and 


Place I am unwilling to mention, I ſhall: at 
| this Time ſay no more, leſt I ſhquld ſeem 
too tedious to your Grace. | 


immediately became blind, and have erer 


Villany he offer d my Wife, which in this. 


» 4 
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out his Complaint againit the Fox, ſayings 
_ May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 'Tho' F was | 
brought up tenderly, lay warm, and far'd. 


— — .: _ 


He Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 9 
He had no ſooner ended, but Curtis the 
Hound, ( formerly a Lady's Lap- dog, but 
rurn'd off when French Spanels came into? 
Favour ) in a pitious Tone, began to yelp: } 


ſumptuouſly at my Lady's Table every Day, 


yer, loſing my Miſtreſo's Favour, to make 


room for a French Cur, I was thruſt out of 


Doors in a cold Winter, and-forc'd to ram- 


ble up and down till almoſt ſtarv d; but at 
laſt Fortune turu'd a little favourable, and 
gave me a good Chance to find a Pudding; 
which, tho' Reynard knew it was all I had 
to live on, he violently took it from me, {o- 
that chro' Cold and Hunger, as your Highs: | 
neſs may plainly ſee, I am-almoſt Rarv'd tue: 
death; and therefore I demand Juſtice a- 
gainſt him. | _ 
Sir Tibert, the Cat, hearing this, and be- 
ing akin to Reynard, in a Rage ſtarted our: | 
of the Throng, and humbly beſought his 
Majeſty's Leave to ipeak ; which the King: | 
granting, he proceeded. in this wiſe = | 
May it pleaſe my Sovereign Lord, I own: | 
that grievous Complaints are made againſt | 
my Kinſman Reynard, in his abſence ; yet 
were their Actions narcowly fearch'd into, 
A. 5 Fh 


To Ihe Hiſtory of Reynard:the Fox: 

| who make the Complaints, they would ap- 
pear worſe to your Majeſty, than what 
they lay to the Fox's Charge: For tho'l FF 
pretend not in every thing to vindicate him, | 
yet thus much mult ſay, touching the Ac- 
cuſation of this ſcoundrel Hound, It Rey- 
nard took the Pudding from him, he only 
deceiv'd the Deceiver; for this Thief, my 
Liege, ſtole it from me after I had ventur'd : 
my Life for't in a Mill, by taking it thence 

+ whilſt rhe Miller was tumbling a handſome 
& Wench on the Sacks ; and he meeting me 
before I could convey it to my Store-houle, | 
by purpoſely croſſing the Way upon me, | 
Without a Word ſpeaking, took it oy Vid- 
lence from me: Beſides, this is long ſince, 
and ſeeing it was moſt properly mine, and 
1 2:orgivemy Kinſman, there can be no juſt 
ground of Indictment againſt him upon his 
Accuſation, ſince according to the old Pro- 
verb, To deceive the Deceiver, is no Deceit. 
And furthex, if, without offending, I might 
produce Evidence, I doubt not but to prove 
the Wolf's Accuſation malicous, and to 
clear the Fox in all Points. om 
Aͤt theſe laſt Words, the Panther riſing 
from his Seat with a compos'd Countenance, 
. faidz Sir Tilert, you are. carried too far by 
|: the Bonds of Friendſhip, in Vindication of 
5. * your 


— — 
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The Hift:ry of Reynard tho Fox. 11 
your Kinſman, more than he deſerves, ſince 
moſt know him to be a Theif ard a Blood- 
{ucker, a Dettroyer of the King's peaceable 
Subjects, and a Hater of them all, making 

it his Study how to bring them into Miſ- 
chief, and then his Paſtime to inſult over, 
and deyour ſuch as are too feeble for him, 
or not wife enough to ſhun his Craftineſs; 
a Perſon altogether regardleſs of the King's 
Honour, which he would nor only conremn, 

but ſuffer the urmoſt, for ſo ſmall a thing 
as the Leg of a fat Hen or Gooſe. K 
And to make this more plain, I ſhalf on- 
ly inſtance what I was an Eye-witneſs of, 
in relation to poor Keyward the Hare, who 
row is under the King's Protection, by 
whoſe Royal Goodneſs he is defended from 
Reynard's Inſults : This crafty Villian: Rey- 
nard, pretending to be in Orders, and a 
Chaplain, ſo far inſinuated on the poor“ 
Hare's Belief, with a ſhewy of Sanctity, cloak= 
de withHypocriſie, in hopes of ſatisfying bis: 
own End, that the filly Creature agreed he 
ſhould teach him his Creedo, and being by 
thatimeans in his Power, he madehim fit be- 
tween his Legsto {ing; but it had ſike indeed 
to have been his laſt Song, for the Fox 

_ carch'd him ſo faſt by the Throa, tha 

dad I not been paſſing by, and at the Cr 

** 212 tuſna 


F 12 The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 
ruſhꝰ' d in to his aſſiſtance, he had died there, 
| 2nd ſerv'd Reynard and his Family for a 
| Holiday-feaſt. And that this, my Lord. 
| rhe King, is true, you may calily perceive 
ry the yet-bleeding Wound: on Keyward's 
Throat. | 
| Therefore, may Liege, if you ſuffer ſuch: 
Outrages to go un puniſh d, it wi:l be a 
Diſhonour to your Royal Dignity, a mani- 
8 feſt Violation of the Laws; and not only 
reflect on your ſelf, but on your Children, 
| that are now, or ſhall. hereafter be begot - 
ten, and many Years to come will not be: 
able to blot ont the Slander of this Evil. 
This was applauded by moſt, and the 
King by em intreated to execute the Laws 
in puniſhing of the Fox; but eſpecially the 


5 
bi 


s Wolf urg'd it vehemently, ſaying, The Pan- 


& Ther has ſpoke the Truth, and therefore his 
Advice and Council ought not to be rejec- 
ted. | 7% 11 
1 But whillit the King was about to give 

Seatence, his Eyes (parkizg like Fire, ard 
groaning within himſelf, ſo that moſt Beaſts 


E Nephew to Nynard; intreating, That in 
nis Uncle's abſence he might plead for him, 
o the Accuſation laid to his Charge; 
which, with ſome difficulty, the » | 
1 | | Ente 


4 


trembled, up ſtarred Grimbard the Brock, || 


' SS 1 wo W 


| Tryal your Guilt will appear ſo hanious, 
that, it you were not aſham'&to do it, it 
| woud be in vain to ask Mercy: How of- 


| The Hiſtory of Re 


ty of the greateſt Crimes, might die in ar 


man, put him in peril of his Life, and de- 


nard the Fox. 1 


— 


J 
fented to; and then he proceeded in this 


manner: F 
As to the Wolf, faid he, my Dead So- 


vereign, you cannot, I hope, but conceive 
in your Princely Wiſdom, what he ſays a- 
gainſt my Uncle proceeds only from Malice; 


and that, according to the old Proverb, 
Never ſpeaks well; Kings as well as mea- 
ner Perſons, are not exempted from it, 


Then turning to him, ſaid, Sir AMrim, 


notwiſtanding all that you have alledg'd, 
E wiſh you durſt to venture your Honeſty 
with my Kinſman's, upon the Tryal of 
both your Lives, that he, who upon plain 
Proof and Conviction, ſhould be found guil- 


Halter. I boldly tell you, here in the Face | 
of the Court, and as much as you ſuppoſe | 
you ſtand in the King's Favour, on ſuch a. 


ten, with your yenomous Teeth, have you 
maliciouſly worred and wonnded myKinſ- | 
frauded him of what he labour'd and ven- 
tur'd: hard for, that you might ſatisſie your 
preedy Maw ? Amongſt many of which Iu- 
aries. and Qutrages, I {ball here, for Bre- 


vity ; 


14 The Hiſtery of Reynard the Fox: 
vity's fake, reckon up but a few: You have 
perhaps forgot how you cheated him of a 
large Plaice, which he, at the hazard of 
his Lite, ventur'd into a Cart for, and 
throwing it down, you immediately took 
it by Violenee from him, and for his ſhare, 
gave him only the Bones, which you durſt 
not eat, for fear they ſhou'd ſtick in your 
Throat, and made you how], as when you- 
implor'd the Crane's Aid, and prov'd in- 
grateful :o her, in denying her th promis d 
Reward, tho by putting her long Neck 
down your Throat, ſhe had eas'd your Mi- 
ſery, and in all probability ſav'd you from 


being chok'd. At another time you ſerv'd e 
my Kinſman a baſe fraudulent Trick, by WW © 
taking from him a Flitch of Bacon, whictr ol 
he got out of a Chimney, not without dan- m 

ger of breaking his Neck; and tho' he was VE 

fo kind, when he perceiv'd you almoſt | he 
ſtarv'd, to offer you Parr, nothing would || W. 
ſerve you but the Whole; tho' till you came th 
to devour the laſt Morſel, you all along ſin 
promis'd to leave him a ſufficient Share ; þ thi 


and finding he was deluded by you, he went | Wt 
only away ſighing, without making ary | a5 
juſt Reproach. Nor was this all, for fol- 
} lowing him at a diſtance, you perceiv'd he 
was going in ſearch for Proviſion; you foon 


who at that time had no Intereſt in her, | 


The Brock had no ſooner ended his Di- 
ſcourſe, in Vindication of his Ki»ſman, but 
Key wood. the Hare, in a pitious Tons; be- 


— 


Ize Hiſtory of Rey 


— on — 


nard the Fox. T5 


found he, by his Cunning, had ſung a large 


Sow aſlcep, and gotten from her one of 
her fatteſt Pigs, which you likewiſe gree- 
dily ſeiz'd, tho” at his return, in hopes to 
get another, he was not only torn by the 
inrag'd Sow, but taken by the Owner in a 
Sack, out of which he gnaw'd his way, 
whilſt the Peaſant carried him at his Back, 
to have him worried in the Market- place 
by Maſtiffs. Theſe, and innumerable other 
Injuries, have you at fundry times done my 
Kinſman Reynard; wherefore you, and not 
he, ought to be punifh'd., kc 
And therefore I belecch his Majeſty to 
eonſider theſe things, and to judge impar- 


tially. I confeſs, there is one Accuſation 


of dir Jgrim's of no weight, which is, That 
my Kinſman has lain with his Wife; it is 
very true, he has done ſo. but it - mt at 
her own Intreaty, and fix Years bAore ſhe 
was married; and ſhe was ſo pleas'd with 
the Kindneſs he did her, that ſhe has erer 
ſince born a tender Aﬀe&ion to him ; and | 
therefore it is a Folly for him to complain, 


as to her Honeſty or Diſhoneſty. 


gan 


— 
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gan his Complaint in the manner as the: 


Panther related. 


To which-che Brock again replied, Thar | 
if the Hare would undertake to learn, and 


prov'd a Dunce, it was not reaſonable, 
that Reynard, as hisSchook-maſter,. ſhould 


correct him; for if Scholars have not due 
and moderate Correction, it is impoſſible 
there ſhouid- be any capable of manage ng 


Matters in State and Religion. 


Laſtly, The Hound, forſooth, makes 


his Complaint for the loſs of his Pudding; 


he might hade behav'd himſelf better in his 
Miſtreſs's Service, than to have been turn'd- 
dut to a deſperate Fortune; beſides, we 
| hear what Sir Tibert fays, he ſtole it firſt 


from him; ſo that had my Couſin. hang'd 
him up when he took him; he bad offended. 
none but the King, in doing Juſtice with- 
out his Leave, which he forbore to do, in 
regard to your Majeſty, as being Wiſe, and 
well underſianding the Laws: Beſides, how: 
can he do amiſs, who does nothing wich- 


out the Advice of the Prieſt > He is a Gen- 


tleman, and:a true Man, and ſince your 
| Majeſty's: Proclamation for a Ceſſation of 
Hoſtilities, he has ſo far complied, that he 
has injur'd none, keeping his Body under 
| by Abſtinence; cating but onee à Day, of- 
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ten chaſtiſing it, and wearing a Hair-ſhirt 
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next to his Skin: and, as I have been in⸗ 


form'd, it is above a Year ſince he eat any 


Fleſh, by thoſe that came but very lately 


from him. He has forſaken his Caſtle of 


Malepardus for a poor Hermitage, forſwear- 


ing Hunting, and all other Recreations, - 
living by Alms, doing infinite Good, and 
repenting him of his Sins; ſo that the is 


grown meager and lean, fequeſtring himſelf 
from Company, as one weary of the Va- 
nities of this tranſitory World, 

Whilſt the Brock was thus labouring to 
excuſe and vindicate Reynard, the whole 


Aſſembly was ſurpri d at the approach of | 


Chaxticleer the Cock, who, withtwo Hens, 
in a mouryful manner, came down the Hill 
tow em, bringing upon a Bier a dead 
Hen, with her Head bitten off; as he a 


proach'd, he ſmote his Wings againſt his 4 
Sides in a melancholy manner, whilſt the 


two Hens cackled ont great and doleful 
Lamentations, each of them beating a Ta- 


per, their Names being Cragant and Tantart, 
and were found to be the Daughters of Cop- | 
pel the dead Hen. Bur whilſt the Wonder 
laſted, after they had made agrear Wailing, | 
and were come before the King, the Bier 
was. no ſooner ſet down, but Chanticleer 
humbled | 


F 28 Ie Fiiftoryof Reynard the Fox. 
I humbled himſelf, and crav'd Audience; 
| which being granted, he thus proceeded 3 
Great and juſt Prince, I humbly beſeech 
you to hear and revenge the Injuries done 
to me by Reynard the Fox, as alſo to my 
Children : For thus, moſt gracious Sove- 
. reign, it happen'd, that when the Spring 
appear'd in its Glory, I, by reaſon of the 
great Stock my Wife Copp el had brought 
forth, being in the height of my Pride and 
Gallantry, having then eight valliant Sons 
and ſeven beautiful Daughters, which 
| walk'd at pleaſure in a well-fenc*d Yard, 
_ guarded by ſeveral fierce Maſt iffs, I thought 
my ſelt the happieſt of all Creatures; but, 
| alas! my Joy was ſoon turn'd into Mourn- 
ing, and I caſt from the height of my ima- 
gined Felicity to the depth of Miſery ; for 
| whilſt weremain'd chere fearleſs of Danger, 
deceitful Reynard came one Day (after he 
had many times attempted to leap the 
Walls in vatn, and had been hunted away 
by the Maſti) in a religious Habit, telling 
over his Beads, and making Signs ot Humi- 
lity and Devotion, he call'd to me thro” 
the Wicket in a friendly manner, ſhewing 
me your Majeſty's Letter ſeal'd with your 
great Seal, wherein I found you had made 
an Univerſal Peace among Beaſts and Fowls, 
'T through» 
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he Hiſtory of Reynard #he Fox. 19 
throughout your whole Empire ; yet, 
knowing him a Diſficmbler, and ſuſpecting 
them to be counterfeit, as I ſince under- 
ſtand they were, I at firſt but lightly cre- 
dited him, till with many Ouths and Pro- 
teſtat ions he avowed it to be truth; and, 
that for his part he had done with the _ 


| pick d about, the Fox, who lay' bzhind a 
Buh, crept on his Belly till he came be- 
1 tween the Wall and us, and ſuddenly ſur- 
5 priz'd one of my So.s, whom he murder' d- 
pack'd up, and bore away, to my unſpeak- 
NS Fable Griet; and having had ſo ſweet a 

Bait, neither the Maſtiffs or Hunters cou'd þ 
keep , him away, 1 at ſeveral Surprizes, 


he 


> | World, and was become a Monk, intending 
do take a long Pilgrimage to repent of. his 
k Sins; ſhewing me his Books, Beads, Hair- 
| ſhirt, and all other religious Accoutrements; 
and perſevering to affirm it with ſuch ſeem- 
n ing Sanctity, that I could not any longer 
» {| miſtruſt ; and being willing to walk at large, 
* ſeeing. him. go away ſighing, ſaying. his | 
> Ml Creds, and telling over his Beads, I call'd . | 
my Family about me, and inform'd em of | 
” || the News, who were exceeding glad there- 
TL of; fo that by Conſent we flew over the | 
> Walls to range in the Fields; tho? I may ® 
E ever rue that Day; for as we careleſly | 


" 
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he had ſtoln away thirteen of my Children, 
leaving me but two ; and yeſterday, Cop- 
pel, my dear Wife, was ſurpriz'd by this 
Traytor, whoſe Head, as your Majeſty may 
| perceive, he bit off, and had born away her 
Body, but being purſued by the Hounds, 
he was compell d to let her fall, and fly 


L for his Life. 


And thus your Majeſty, having heard my 
Wrongs, I implore you, by that Fultice and 
Compaſſion that reigns in your Royal Breaſt, 
to revenge em on the bloody-minded Rey- 
nard. 
MN.0oral.] By this we ſee however wicked Mex 
Batter emſelves with eſcaping unpuniſh'd by hi- 
ding emſelves from Juſtice; yet it the more proves 
their (Tuilt, by imboldening, in their abſence, their 
Enemies to cemplain againſt em: Which is de- 


monſtrated by the Wolf, who, as guilty as the 


Fox, nevertheleſs takes this time to make his Com- 
plaints againſt bim; and fo gives Encourage- 
ment to others, whe in all likelihood otherwiſe 
| world not have done it. The Brock's pleading 
For the Fox, denotes, that rich Men and Flat- 
| terers, tho never ſo vicious rarely want any Ads 
vocate to excuſe em, tho they ſhame emſelves in 


doing it, as the Brock did, when the Cock appear*d. 


| with his freſh Complaint gainſt the Fox, & c. 
3 5 CA v. IL 
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King grew exceeding angry, and 


— —— re — — — — — — — 


i The Hiſtory of Reynar! the Fox. 


. 


How the King anſwer ditbe Cock, and caus d his 
Wife to be Buried. How Bruin the Bear was 
ſent by the King's Command to fetch the Fox 
eo Court; and the Trick Reynard put on him 
in his Search for H)ney : And how the Cat 
was ſent for him. 
8 


0 4 985 LS 
Wl 
LY | 
AH I 
— 


the Complaint of Chanticleer, the 


urning his Eyes on Grimbard the Brock, 
ho had thus labour d to excuſe and Juſti- 


e Rejnard, he ſternly ſaid, What think 


ſou now, Sir Grimba'd, of this Recluſe ? 


here i is the Fox's Penitency See . 
28 
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has faſted, prayed, and mortified his Bo- 


dy, to your Shame, that dare to vindi- 
cate ſuch a Traytor and Murderer. Bur, 
by my Crown, I ſwear, if J have Life long 
remaining in me, he ſhall dearly pay for 
this. But at preſent, Sir Chanticleer, all 
that we can do for you, is to give Cop- 
pel your dear Wife honourable Burial, which 
ſhall be at my Charge. And in the mean 


Ways and Methods to:do you Juſtice and 
Right aga iuſt her Murderer. Whereupon 
he appointed the Goat and Ram to fing 


- Maſs ar the Interment of Coppel, and that 


great Mourning ſhould be made over her ; 


ſo, upon this rhe Bier was taken up, and 


carried before the Cock and his two Daugh- 


ters, who follow'd.in Mourning-hoods, at- 


tended by many other Courtiers, making 
2 doleful Lamentation. BT”, 


* Coppel, Chanticleer's de ar Wile, 
| Tho by a Traytor loſt her Life ; 


Pray came with him, you to weep i 


For her, whoſe unjuſt Death was lamentable. 


| Whilſt theſe Things pafs'd, the King was 


| at cloſe Council with his Nobles, conſulti ng 
how he might bring the Fox to deſerv'd 


„„ 3 * — 
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before the King, without any Excuſe to 
| ſtands charg'd with; and that Sir Bruin the Þ} 
| Bear ſhould deliver him the Summons, ſeal'd - 


Sir Bruin, it is our Pleaſure you carry this 


mulacion, leſt he betray you into Snares 


1 he af ory 0 Reynard the Fox. 23 1 
Puniſhment ; and, after ſo.ne Debates, it 
was concluded, he fhould be immediately 
ſent fur, to make his perſonal Appearance 


Delay, there to anſwer ſuch Matters as he 


with the King's Signet; whereupon the 
King call'd him in him, ſaying, 


Mandate to Renard; but, withal, I adviſe | 
you beware of him, for he is full of Policy, | 
being a Craft- maſter at Flattery and Diſſi- 
and Intanglements, and bring you to Scorn {| 
or Mockery ; therefore let me adviſe you 
not to rely upon your Strength too much, 
but ule Policy and Caution, that you may 
return in Safety and Honour. . "7 

The Bear hearing this, and that the Truſt | 
of fetching Reynard to Court, was repos'd . | 
in him, could not refrain laughing to him=- |} 
ſel, a while, for the hopes he expected ot 


| being reveng'd on him; and boldly made 


this Reply to the King: My Lord, ſaid he, 
let me alone with the Fox, I have Diſcre- 


| tion enough to deal with him; I ſhall defeat 


his Deſigns, and baffle all Pretenſions ne 
ean have on me. And ſo the Bear 2 


24 
that Night, that he might be 
in the Morning onwards of his Journey to- 
wards Malepardus. 


The next Morning, Sir Bruin, taking the 


King's Letter with him, ſet forward, paſſing 
over Mountains and thro' many thick For- 


reſts, till he came to Reynard's chief Caſtle, | 


when ſcorning to go in, but reſolving Rey- 
nard ſhould do him the Honour to come 


and wait on him without, ſitting on his | 


Tail before the Gate, he lifted up his Voice, 


ſaying, Reynard, come forth to me, your 


Kinſman Bruin, who am come with the | 


Kings Mandate, to ſummon you to Court, 


to anſwer the Complaints there laid to your 


Charge; therefore I adviſe you, in a friend- 


ly manner, to come forth and go along with 
me, thereby to ſhun the Danger, that. for | 
the Contempt of Royal Authority, wu ©. 
& further befal | 
The Fox heard this, but made no anſwer, | 
till he had conſulted how to be reveng'd on 


you. 


the Bear, whom he well- knew had no Love 
for him, but was rather his mortal Enemy; 
and having caſt ſeveral things in his mind, 
= - whilſt the Bear lay clamouring again for 


him to come out, he immediately threw | 


open the Gates, and embracing him, - ſaid, 
Dear Uncle Bruin, I am over-joy'd to ſee 
you; 


e Hi ory 0 : eynard the Fox. 1 
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| The Hiſtery of Reynard the Fox. 25 
rly you; pardon, I pray you, my flownels of 
to- coming, for when you firſt began to call, I 
vas in the middie of my Evening-ſong; and. 
the If Devotion, you know, muſt be minded be- 
ing || fore all other Buſineſs. Truly you ſweat, | 
or- | Uncle, and ſeem much tir'd, pray enter in j 
tle, and reſt you; Cou'd the King, in all his 
Court, ſent no meaner a Servant than your 
me | noble Self (who is both Rich, and Wile, 
his and Powerful, nearly ally'd to him in 
ce, Blood) on ſuch an unworthy Errand? I 
dur Yam exceeding ſorry for it; but if he had 
the not ſcent, I intended to have been at Court 
irt, ¶ to Morrow; However, dear Uncle, ſince 
bur you are come, the hope of good Councił 
nd- I expect from you, much leſſens the Weight 
nn of my Dread; only what grieves me is, I 
for fear in accompanying you I ſhall be tedi- 
i, (ous to yu, my Body is ſo much diſtem- 
; per'd ſince I have left off eating Fleſh, and. 
| betaken me to a new Diet, which has 
on grievouſly ſwell'd me. 
Ve What Meat is that, Nephew ? ſaid the 
5 Bear. 
50 Alas, reply'd Reynard, it is of ſo poor 2 
© ſort, that it ſignifies nothihg for me to tell 
4. Uto you; you eat of the daintieſt and moſt | 
1 coſtiy Fare: However, notwithſtanding 
ee this Excuſe, which the Fox purpoſely | 
2 B made 
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made, to make the Bear more eager to le 
know it ; ; he preſſing him to dels e whz x 
it was, Reynard told bim it was 5. 3 
of which he had found ſuch abundance, 
that it could not, but in a long time, be 0 
exhauſted. This made the Bear hug him- - + 
{cif in Joy, for there 1s nothing in the Wold, 1. 
that that Creature loves more than Huncy, N 
ſo that many times they run the hazard of Har 
their Eyes being ſtung ou: in riffing the Ml 6; 
Treaſure, both of the wild and tame Bees, 1 
it | by unadviſedly thruſting their Heads in a- (je 
mong em, when the little Creatures, find- Nu 
| ing the Bears ſhagged Skin impenitrable by Nu. 
their ſhort Weapons, cluſter about their Nan 
Eyes, Noſe, and Mouth, and ſting them 

in 2 furious manner. ket 
W | The remembrance of this, however; did It 
3 not frighten Sir B-uin, for without ash ing cot 
Whether it was in Hives or Trees, he in- no 
ſtantly imbrac'd the Fox, telling him, if he 
N would help him to as much of that lordly Gn 
Fare as would ſuffice him, he would be his Þ 1 
Friend for ever, and Rand by him againſt in t 
his greateſt Enemies, till he had made them ? 
3 filen! and aſham'd of their Accvſations. lier 
| Upon this, the Fox having confider'd 8 


how to lay a Trap for the credulous Bear, le 
, * 
tho he had been per-admoniſh'd by his So- 

* 


200 CY d 
vereign, to beware of his Wiles, found an 
caly Advantage herein; for remembering | 
that when he had ſtole a Pullet in Ladfret. 
ey, the Carpenters Yard, the Night before, he 
Ice, perceiv'd two Wedges ſticking in a mighty 
be Oak, which being about the middle, di- 
m- rided one end to a great wideneſs; and, | 
id, thought he, if I ger che Bear to pur in his | 
CY, Head, that I might draw out the Wedges 
| of Hand catch him by the Ears, I ſhould make | 
the 5 line Sport. 
cs, 1 Whilſt Reynard was muſing on this Pro- 
ject, the Bear lay urging him: ro declar: | 
na- where this Treaſure was; which, he {aid + | 
by were he a King, he would give his Crown x 
er Wand Kingdom to be poſſeſſed of. 1 
cm Why, truly Uncle, ſaid Reyrard, not t | 
. keep you much longer from what you de- 4 
by fire, it I thought you were in carneſt, I 
could conduct you to the Yard, here is 
no leſs there than ten Tun. 
he Aye; but are you in earneſt, dear Cou- 
dlv Fa 2 ſaid the Bear. 
his | Why do you think, ſaid Reynard, 1 
inſt in this Matter? 
em No, no, dear Nephew ; come along; ob- 
„ lige me in this, and bind me toyou for ever. 
xd "$0 away they went together, the Pear in 
ar, expectation, and the Fox Jaug! hing id Its 
So- B 2 5 "$i: V2 
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Sleeve, to think how finely he ſhould fool 
his Great-uucle ; travelling together in di- 
vers Diſcourſes till they came within ſight 
ot the Houle, which Reynard no ſooner 
| ſhew'd to Bruin, but he exceedingly re- 
joyc d; and as they -approach'd it, the 
Fox ſaid to him in Deriſion, Pray, Uncle, 
be moderate in eating, for ſcuh luſcious 
Meat will put you into a Surfeit. 
Let me alone for that, ſaid the Bear; I 


1 


govern my Appetite. 
Well, ſaid the Fox, Uncle, I know you 
WH rare diſcreet; and leave it to you. 
\ By this Time they were come into the 
Tard, where the Fox ſhew'd him the Cleft 
W of the Tree, telling him, there were ſome 
part of the Honey; which, when he had 
Wdiſpatch'd, he would ſhew him more. The 
Bear, greedy of the Morſel, not miſtruſt- 
ing the Treachery of his-Kinſman, thruſt 
in his Head and Fore-feet; but whilſt he 
the Wedges, and catch'd him in the Cleft. 


9 

„ The Bear, find ing himſelf thus unexpect- 

edly ſurpriz d, thro' Shame and Pain, roar'd 

out moſt hideoufly, ſo that he rais'd not 

only the Carpenter's Family, but upon 

heir Cry, the Village; who came running 
* 
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watrant you I know well enough how to | 
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Vas ſearching about, Reynard pull'd out | 
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| that of his Feet: whoſe bloody Face, and 


at his Calamity : But finding his Liſe in 


much ſtrugling rent his Head azd Feet aut ö 
of the Clefr ; yer with the loſs of his Ears. 


: making to the River plung'd into it, and 
by the force of his Body, threw Dame 
Jollock and ſome others into the Water, 
where they floated like Shittle-cocks; to 
| whoſe Relief the Prieſt, and others came 
running; the Former offering a full Pardon 
and Indulgence for ſeven Years. to come, 
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with Staves, Clubs, and all ſorts of Wea- 
pons ; and, among the reſt, Dame Folock, -. | 
the Parſon's Wife, came running with her 
Diſtaff in her Hand; ſo that poor Sir Bruin 
was extreamly belabour'd, whilſt the Fox {| 
ſtood at a Diſtance, fleering and ſcoffing .} 


in danger by the Blows that were laid on | 
him, he put too all his Strength, and with 


part of the Skin of his Face, and moſt of 


furious Teeth; frighting the whole Aſſem- 
bly, they parted in a Lane, and gave way 
for him; yet follow'd, as ſoen as he was 
paſs'd, with might Stroaks, till the: Bear 


to any that would ſave Dame Jollock; ſo, 
at laſt, this occoſionꝰd the ſaving of them 
all, and prov'd a Kindneſs to Sir Bruin; 
for whilſt they were buſy about it, he had 
"am a League down the River with the 
nnn Cur- 


30 The Hiſcory of Reynard the Fox. 
Current; and then got on Land, to be— 
moan his unadvis'd truſting the Fox, after 
he had been forewarn'd about it; but as 
it happen'd he landed on the ſame ſide 
the Fox was ov, who had juit then ſtole a 
Hen oùt of a Far 


was extreamly gricy'd, yet he reſolv'd to 


ſcoff him, thereby to encreaſe his Miſery, | 


| faying, How now, Uncle? it ſcems you would 
not take my Advice, ut have over- eat your 


yard, and was going! 
home with great Jqy ; concluding Bruin was 
dead of the Effuiton of Blood that flow*'d . 
from him, and the mighty Blows he had 
receiv'd: but when he ſaw him there, he 


{elf ; ſee what comes of Greed ineſs; now, | 


perhaps you may fall into a Surfeit, and. 


complain of me at Court; tho* what I did 
| was well meant, and at your earneſt Deſire. 


A Plague take you, reply'd Sir Bruin, for | 
your Kindneſs ;- was I able to catch you, 


you ſhould dearly pay for this Trick you 
have put npen me: Fool that T was, to be- 
lieve a pro eſo'd Viiiian, eſpecial yſwhen 1 
had ſo much Warning before-hand; but. J 
hope to live to revenge this Treacherv. © 
Well, ſaid the Fox, 
and ſo fare you well. | 
The Bear was more grieved- at theſe 
Taunts than at his Wounds, tho' the Blood 


n 


that you muſt plot; 


ran 


8 


wo 
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Misfortune, as it had befel him. 


durſt that Villian be ſo hardy, as thus to 
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ran furiouſly from his Face and Feet; but 
finding no Remedy, after many Groanings, | 
he threw himſelf in the River again, and 
ſwam 20 the other ſide, where landing, 
and not being able to uie his Fore- feet to 
go, he tumbled over Head and Heels, till | 
he © came to the Court, „ 
The Lyon no ſooner ſa him in this Con- 
but he ſuſpected ſome Treachery; 
and. demanded who durſt ſo miſuſe him: | 
Sir Bruin having token Breath, roared out, 
in a piteous Tone. O my Lord, revenge 
me of this wicked Villian, Reynard, ho has 
do32 me all this Injury and Diſg race. Then 
he proceeded to tell the whole Story of his 


The Royal Lyon hearing this Relatiots J 
groan'd within him for Anger, ſaying, Howe | 


abuſe my Meſſenger, and one of ſo noble à 
Rank? By my ſelf, I ſwear, it ſhall be reta- 
liated with the bloodielt Revenge that ever 
Traytor ſuffer'd, as a Warning to all others. 

Then he cal! q a Com: cil, to deviſe how 
to bring his Purpoſes about; ; and after 
many Debates, it was concluded he ſhoulc 
be ſummoned to appear; elſe to be Out- 
law'd for High Treaſcn on his Refuſal, and 


all his Honours and Eitate confiſcated. 
- B 4 Then 


TE TOoFY Of 
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'T 4 they order'd, that Sir Tyberr the i 
Cat, who was wile and judciious, mould be Hou 
ſent to ſetch him to Court; who being viſto 
call'd, and having before pleaded in Rey-M 7 
nard's behalf, againſt the Complaint of, 
Curtis the Hound, would fain have excus'd] the | 
this Undertaking ; ; but the King's Injucti- brut 
on being ſtrickly laid on him to perform it, Ire: 
he obey d; only ſaying, That if the Bear, 051 
Who was of mighty Strength, had been ſo} e 
abus'd by him, it was not likely but his wh 
Misfortunes would be greater, as being P. 
weak; and that thoſe who adviſed his Ma- 
jieſty to ſend him, were his Enemies. * 
2 However, Sir Tybert went with his Sum- LES 
* mons, and being on his way, a Swallow flew} 
| 1 him, which is one of St. Martin's IP 9 
Birds, which he intreated to turn on the,  - 
right Hand, but the Bird turn'd on the lefc, | 1 
which he thought an ill Augury; yet went g * 5 
with heavy Cheer, till he came to Male-| A 
pardus, where he found Reynard ſitting be- dar 
fore the Gate, to whom he — his þ us d 
Summons. | 

The Fox hereupon welcom'd him with 
oll the Bland:ſhments and Flatteries ima- 
ginable, ſaying, I will obey it: Vet, ſaid * 
he, dear Couſin Yybert, after your great 
Travel; let me intreat you co enter my poor 
Hou 


dior 


| 


fe 


on 
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Houſe and refreſh yourſelf with ſuch Pro- 


viſions as J have, which are, indeed, 


bur 


mean; and in the Morning I will go with 
you, for you I dearly love, and can truſt ; - 


the Bear indeed was with me, but uſed ſuch: 1 
Abrutiſh Rudeneſs, that I was afraid to ac- | 
company him, leſt he ſhould deſtroy me by 
the way: but as for you, I know you to be 
Jvwiſe, learned, and good - natur d; ſo that 
„were Ilabouring under any Diſeaſe, IWould 


pur forth all my Strength to accompany you. 
Well, ſaid Tyberz, I believe you ; but I { 


remember a little while fince, you were | 


talking of Proviſion, I muſt confeſs my te- 
dious Journey has rais'd an Appetite in me, 


pray Couſin, what have you got to eat. 


Truly, replied Reynard, Tam but flender- 


a few Honey-combs and to thoſe 


[| ſhall be heartily welcome 


* . 


be- 
115 


Alas, ſaid Sir Tybert, that's Meat 


Bly prom at this time, my beſt Pare is 
* 7 


too 


dainty and luſciousfor me; beſides, I'm not 
us' d to eat of it; but if you couẽd help me 


to half a dozen Mice, you would infinitely |] 
oblige me, and make me your Servant for” 


ever, 


neſt, take no farther care, for here's a P 


Mice, replied Rynard, love you them ſo: 
| well? ſure you are bur in Jeſt, but if in Ear- 


rieſt 
that 
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| 


that kas a Barn bard by, where they ſwarm 


in ſuch abundance, that you and all your 
Kindred are not able to deſtroy them. 
Well, ſaid Tybert, lead me to the Place 


| where theſe Delicates are, and you ſhall 
find how faithful 1 will ever be to you. 
Follow me then, {aid the Fox; and ſo 

together they went to the Barn. 


Now tt had fo fallen cut, that the Fox, k 


the Night before, had ſtolen a fat Hen, and | 
the Prieſt, in hopes to rake him at his next 


coming, had placed a Gin at the entrance 


of the Hole, of this he was aware, and | 


}augh'd to himſelf to think how the Cat 


would be noos'd in it; ſaying, Hark, Sir 


Tbert, how they ſqueak ; here's the Hole, 
enter in, and you will rot fail of having your | 


Belly full in a few Minutes; in the mean 
While I will ſtay and watch without, that 


none come to interrupt you. But dear Cou- | 
fin, be not too tedious, for Iknow my Wife | 
will be impatient to ſee and embrace you. 
F Aye, but, ſaid the Car, do you imagine 
H may ſafely enter at this Hole > Theſe 


Prieſts are crafty Fellows, and couch Dan- 


ger in the moſt ſeeming Places of Security. 
O! ncer fear it, ſaid the Fox: 
hat will you turn Coward, and be faint- 


Why, 


hearted ?. I neer perceiv'd. this Timerouſ- 
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neſs in you before ; in Man, in, and fear 


m 
to no D ins . oe" : 

poi this the Cat ſprang in, and was 
* immediatel) kalen in the Gin, which Dan- 


ner he uo ſooner perceived, but he would 
a ſprung onc again, which drew it ſo cloſe, 4 
mat h. Was al moit ſtr: angl'd, ſtruggling and j 
ching; ou: bitterly': All this while, Reynurd 
W was à Looker on, gre * rejoycing and 
d coli in this manner : Hah, Couſin Y- 
t Lest, have yen laid bold on the Mice? 1 
e hope th y are fat, tor your ſake ; methinks | 
d ou 192 merrily at vour Meat; Pray is it 
rt be C ourt-faſnion 2 If the Prieſt kgew. you -| 
was there, he would afford you fach Sauce A 
to your M. car, che 1 Ce you never taſted 
ir before: 1 wiſh, the Wolf was here, and 
coupi d with you, then your Mewing and 4Þ$ 
t his Howling, would make a curious Con- 
i= ſort for the Bear to dance to. $ 
fe The Cat all this while, making a floun- 
1, Þ cing to and tro, to get looſe. awak'd the 
e Parſon : ; Who, ſuppoling g it had been the 
ſe | Fox that had been taken, alarm'd his 
- | wholz Family, and ordering Dame Jollach, 
7, {bis Wife, to light up an Offering-candle, 
fy he lezp d Out or B Bed, and run down Sta r8, 
.. | bcing follow'd by Martinet his Son, and o- 
- || thers,, who laid ſo unmercituily on Tiverr, | 
Sf Lats 
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that they not only wofully bruis'd him, 
but Martinet, thinking at one Blow to de- 
prive him of Lite, beat out one of his Eyes, fff rev 
which the Cat perceiving, and finding what Pai 
danger he was in, taking a deſperate Leap rub 
between the naked Prielt's Legs, with his Ho 
Claus and Teeth caught hold ot his Geni-If reſt 
tals, and brought em clear away, whichſf toc 
made him a pertect Eunuch ; this Dame Jol: {un 
lock ſeeing, cry'd out molt pitiouſly, and Fo: 

| ſwore ſhe had rather have loſt ten Years} car 
Offerings, than one ſmall Morſel of thoſe Ca 
precious Jewels; curſing her hard Misfor - the 
| rune, and the time that ever the Gin was} 
| 


placꝰd there, to occaſion this Loſs and Sor- 
row; ſaying to her Son, See Martinet, thy 
* Father's Delighe, and my Jewel, taken a- 
| way by the curſed Car, lo that now it is 
quite ſpoil'd ; and tho he may be reco- 
ver'd, and live long, yet he can never be 
recover'd to my Satisfaction, or be any ways 
uſeful to me; but it is ſpoil'd to his Shame, 
and my utter Loſs; O Woe is me ! 
\ Whilſt ſhe thus lamented, the Parſon fell 
| down.inaSwound; while Reynard lay fleer- 
ing at a diſtance, ſaying, Dame Jollock, be 
not ſo griey'd, there is 27 a Chapel has 
but one Bell in it, and that is ſufficient to call 
the good Wiyes together: here is ſomething 
yet 


Wah mY ee War Was Io 


"0 
"A 2 8 . 
_ HD, - 
e 2 * > a y and 8 — — eee 8 — ” 


Sev 1. — 


The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 37 
yet left, therefore be not ſo diſcontented. 
de- Now it ſo happen'd, whilſt they were 
ves, reviving the Prieſt from the Swound his 
hat Pain and Anguiſh had put him into, one 
eapſl rubbing his Temples, another running for 
his Holy-water to ſprinkle his Face, and the 
i- reſt very buſy about him, that Sir Tybere | 
ichſſ took the opportunity to gawn the Cord in 
7ol-· {under, and give 'em the lip ; which the 
and Fox ſeeing, much griev'd that he had ef- | 
ars cap'd ; he rerurning to Melapardus, and the | 
of Cat, in that miſerable plight, to the Court, 
or · there to complain of Reynard's Treachery. 
vas The King was exceedingly enrag'd upon 
or-f hearing and beholding what had happen'd || 
thy to his ſecond Meſſenger, thro* the Fox's 
a- Villany, vowing a cruel Revenge, and call'd | 
t ia Council how to covntrive it, ſo that he 
co · might be brought to ſpeedy Juſtice, But 
be here Grimbard the Brock, Reynard's. Kin- 
ay} man, once more perſum'd to interpoſe on 
ne, his behalf: ſaying, May it pleaſe my Lord, 
| Tho' my Uncle were more. Wicked than 
tell theſe Complaints make him, yer there ate 
er · ſufficient Remedies againſt his Miſchiefs: 
be Therefore if you proceed to Juſtice, [ be= 
has ſeech your Majeſty it may be done as ap- 
callſ pertains to one of his Rank, which is, to 
ing give him a third Summons, and then, upon 


* . * 
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"38 Ihe Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 
h:s Refuſal to Appear, you may pronounce 
Judgment ard Sentence of Dea: hagainſt 
him. ä 

Upon this the King ſernly demanded of 
the Brock, if he knew. any one that would 
truſt him, ſeeing two of his faithful Servauts 


had been betray d alrcady vo the hazard ot 


their Lives. 

That will I, ſaid Grimbard, if vour 
Higl.ncſs pleaſes to command it; and no 
doubt but I ſhall bring him wich m 

Then the King ordered him 0 prepare 


for his Journeys; "and above all- things, to 


take heed to his Satcry : and ſo the Corn- 
cil broke up. 


Moral.] This ſhew:th, that 1he Brock beire 
L diſgrac d for ſtauding up for his Knifnan, 8 ave 


not over to vindicate hn; fo ſome Men, innocent 


*emſelves, think all fo, and run m ſelver into 
Hazards, by vindicating their vicious ATi ns. 


The King's decently burying the. Hin, ſhew the 


Effect, of a good Diſpoſition to the Tijured, in 
| giving what preſent Satisſaction they can. In 
the Bear s Readineſi to fetch the Fox, we find 
thoſe that hate 115, will take hold of an" Advan- 
rage to do 115 Mi ſe hief, the” they run a Hazard 
in doing, it; as we find by his being intrapped by 


| the Fox's Cumming, with a feigned Bait of H- 
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ne), By the Cat's going unwillingly, fignifies 
Prudence nat to ven tire upon an Uadertaking a- 
gainſt cunning crafty Men, leſt we be unadviledly 
enſnared, as the Cat was ia hopes of Mice, 


BY LA? BS 

Hou Grimbard the Brock was ſent to command 
the Fox to come to Court; how he conſented to 
come, and was Shriver by him; and the Ex- 
cuſe he made before the King uf the Crimes laid 
to his Charge; whereupon he was condemn'd 


to be hang'd; with the Confe{ſton he made. 


| owl the next Morning Grimbard, the 
Brock, took leave of the King, and 


went on his Journey to. Malepardus, lere 


4 The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 
he found Reynard and Ermilin his Wife play- 
ing with their Young ; and when they had 
ſaluted one another, he ſaid, Dear Uncle, 
take heed to your ſelf, almoſt ever one at 
Court is againſt you, and your Death will 
certaintly enſue, with thoſe of your Wite 
aud Children; alſo the Deſtruction of this 
Ss your fair Palace and other Edifices, if you 
s ſpeedily appear not to vindicate your ſelf; Þ 
which if you do, upon this third Summons, | 
you will toil your Adverſaries, and put em 
to Silence; for you know better how to | 
8 plead your own Cauſe then any one; you 
have paſs'd thro' many Danvers, and came 
off with Safety : then do not incenſe the 
King in ſtar ding out, but go along with me. 
. I fear not, replied Reynard, and there- 
fore will go to Court; nor to anſwer to 
$ Crimes, but becauſe I know it ſtands in need 
cot my Council; nor do I doubt to make my 
Defence, and ſhame my Accuſers. 
| Accuſers, indeed, in Men abſence are ouſl 
bold, ſaid the Brock, but when they come Bru 
Face to Face, they havelittle to ſay-ro em. Dea 
F Hereupon Reynard, being about to de- ed, 
part, addreſs'd him to his Wife, ſaying, I hz 
+ Dame Ermilin, take care of my Children, Chi 
| Reynardixe and Roſſel, and doubt not, but, hor: 
if I eſcape, H{ball make quick returu to you, ** 
\ —_ h 'Then 
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Then he took his leave, and went with 
the Brock, leaving them Weeping, and in 
great Heavineſs for his Departure. 
Reynard and Grimbard had not gone a- 
bove a Mile on their way, before the Fox 
fighed grievouſly, and appeat'd very pen-_ | 
7 five ; of which Alteration the Brock de- 
manding the Reaſon, the Fox fetching a 
! deeper Sigh than before, replied, Dear 


{| Nephew, fince I am going to venture my 
Life, and ſome things lie heave on my Con- 


9 ſcience, it is but reaſonable to disburthen 
| myſelf of 'em, and confeſs em to you, that 
ſo, according to your Wiſdom, you being 
in Orders, may abſolve me of them, that | 
I may ſpeak the more boldly, when I come 
to make my Defence, | „ 
Content, ſaid the Brock, ſo that for tlis: 
future you'll become a true Penitent. 
This the Fox promis'd, and began to- 

| make his Confeſſion : I have, ſaid he, griev- | 
ouſly offended againſt almoſt all Creatures: 

Bruin the Bear, was brought near unto - 

Death by me; Tybert the Cat I likewiſe ſnar- 

ed, and caus'd to loſe his Eye; Chanticleer 

I have abuſed, and devoured many of his 

Children ; nay the King and Queen have } 

not been free from my Malice; the WolfI 

have injur'd many ways, calling him Ug- 
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| cle, the better to delude him into Danger, 


tho' he is noc any ways akin to me, nog“. 


patt of his filthy Blood running in my VSI 
however, by this Decoy, I gain'd 0 upon ma 

his E:lineſs, as to make him believe ke w ff bt 

exceeding learned, and that I wou a pre tu: tol 

him to be a Pariſh clerk, which he joy full * 
C1 


hearkening to, I told him, the firſt Step i9 
it was to toll che Bell: Well, he d:ſircd the 
me that 1{ would teach bim to do it; ge! 
fin ding ot Dy the Chapp<i-door careleſ — 
ly left oper, 1 taiten'd his Feot to a Bell Fo, 
rope, when making a Jangling with the Bell 
the Vill ge roſe upon him and almoſt mur 
der d him; I taught him to catch Fill 
with his Tail i in the froſty Weather; and 
led him to a rich Prieſt's Houſe to ſteal 
B con, where feeding ſo unreaſonably t 
he could rot ger out at the Hole he ente 
ed, I ſnatch'd a Hen from the Pricft” s Ta- 
ble and running away with it; gropt 1 4 
where the \; off was, where my Purſue 1 aj 
found him, ard having, as they thought, g 
beat him to Death, they dragg'd him out 50 
and threw him into a Ditch ; where not-. b. 
withiſtand ing, he revived, and crawidF rt 
home with broken Bones, curſing me all the . 
way; But the more the Fox is curs d, the! 4 
berter he thrives; for I catch'd oy * = 5 
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”Y way a Stubble-gooſe, and putting her 
dia up into my Mail, went to Malepardus, and 
non nadewnerry withmy Wite and Children : 
„Another time I led nim ro a Place where I 
«fold him, there was ſeven He's and a Cock, 

which indeed there was before I had ſole 
_—_— aid convey'd them ro my Den, and 
Graf there I thruſt him on 2 Trap-door, ſo that 
- toe tell down into the Houſe many Stories, 
elelaed the Family, who crying out, The 
Zell. IWoif, the Wolf, roſe with Tongs and 'Sho- 
Il els, and ſo belabour'd him, that had he 


not eſcaped at a Door, left open by Care- 
leſnels, they had there ended his Life. Thus 
at ſundry times I've brought him to the 
Brink of the Grave: yet, like a true Fox, 
can deny it upon the account of any Dan- 
eer to my ſelf, as confidently as it I had 
Inever ſeen him in all my Life: J have of- 

tended Dame Arſewind his Wite, of which 
| muſt likewiſe repent, tho' J am now a- 


A | ſham'd before yon, who are a very modeſt 
* Perion, to expreſs the manner of it:. 
nh Nay. ſaid Grimbard, it you make your 
Tl daritr imperfectly, I know not how to allo 
the! four Pennance, and abſolve you. | 

i Truly, reply'd the Fox, I've often lain 
* vith her; firſt by force, when I perſwaded 


er co thruſt her Head and Fore- feet into 
| a 


— 
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a Yoak, telling her it was a Nun's Veilfim 
and that I'd teach her to ſing her Ave Manſyhic 
and after waads often by her Conſent, ſincing 
ſhe has been married to Igrim; and noqhiſe. 
I've told you all; order me my Pennanceſyere 
Well, faid Grimbard, break of that Haus E 
| Zzel-wand with your Teeth. Wuich the Foo d- 
= readily did; then ſaid the Brock, GivÞroc 
. yourſelf three Stripes on the Body. Wit D. 

this he alſo complied ; then ſaid the Brockyas 
Lay it down and leap over it, wi thoufand! 
bowing your Legs thrice, This he difen; 
likewiſe. Now, {aid Grimbard, there reyou 
mains but one thing more, and I ablohy A 
you; and that 1s, take it up and kiſs it genipf th 
ly, in token of your Repentance and Hu; yo 


mility. „ Pray 
This done, the Brock abſolved him dffike, 
his Murders, Thefts and other Crimes tian 
that Day: So that the Fox exceedingly reer | 
joyced, not that he fancied it ſignified anſpeli 
| thing, but that it being told at Courtfhe | 
might ſtand him in ſtead with--the Overqhurſi 
= credulous, and beget in them a better Od a 
Pinion of him for the future. Yet for allnra 
this, Reynard could not long diſſemble, fotÞain 
as they paſſed by a Nunnery where matn)Þriſe 
Geeſe and Pullen were ſtraggling on theue 
Common, he leap'd at a fat Hen, but ſhe 

g ſtruggled... 
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OX. fruggled and got away from him, leaving 
Veilhim only his Mouth full of Feathers ; for 
Mayfyhich the Brock extreamly chid him, put- 
, fincFing him in mind of what he had lately pro- 
. nowniſed ; but it ſignified little, for till they 
anceſyere out of ſight, he looked back and kept 
Has Eyes on them, his Chops wa tring after 
e Foo dainty a Morſel; for which, when the 
GinÞrock again chid him; he replied, 
Wit} Dear Nephew, you do me ſry, for I 
Irocthras only looking towards yon holy Place, 
t houſand ſaying a Placedo for all the Souls of the 
e diffens,: Geeſe, Ducks, Cc. that have been 
re reFFounded and devoured by me. 
ſol} Ah, ſaid Grimbard, Tam afraid you are 
gentyf the Nature of the Cat in the Fable, whom 
Hug young Man lo intirely- loved, that he 
Prayed in the Temple of Venus, till, for his 
im Oflike, the Goddeſs turned her into a Wo- 
ES tian ; but no ſooner was ſhe in Bed with 
ly refer Bridegroom, in the height of Joy and 
1 anſpelight, bur ſeeing a Mouſe on the Floor, 
ourthe leaped from her Husband's Arms to 
Over hurſue her, forgetting how ſhe was chang- 
r Od and deſigned for other things; which ſo 
r alltiraged Venus, that ſhe transformed her a- 
e, foſßain into her former Likeneſs. You are 
mainſſÞpſe, Uncle, and can make a Moral Con- 
n theſſruction of this; fic to be applied to your 
it ſhe | preſent 
44:1(- 


a 
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preſent Circumſtance; therefore be cautt 


ous, and well conſider your Ways tor the I c 
future. hat 


Whilſt this Diſcourſe continucd, they 


FT 


came within ſight of the Court, whic 3 
made Reynard tremble: however, We foto 14 


to FaCC the S orm; and ſo, with the Por- 
ter's leave, Page entered the Gates of the 4A 
Royal Pala LJ: 
No ſoon us the Fox's Arrival Known J 
but all rhe Beaſts whom he had injur'd pref 
pared to cxhibit their Complaints «g gain{il 
him, but as be paſſed thro' Troops of em, 
ke kept his Countenance, Without any ſign 
of Fear, or R-gard of their  threatning 
Looks, as if he had been the innoceuteſf 
Ciecarure in the World. When he came beff 
fore the King, who ſit in a Chair of State! 
his Queen on che righc Hind, and his Coun; 
ſellors about him, be fell on his Knees 
| Craving the Bleſſing of Heaven and Earth? 
on their M jeſties and afl their Royal Pro- 
geny, wiſhing them Saccefs, Health anden. 
Victory, with many other ftatteriug EXIT 
preſſions, to cu ry Favour ; but they were 
little minded by any, as knowing they pre 
ceeded rather from F car than Reverend oller 
or Re pect; ho ve he thus craftily be 4 5 
gau to excuſe h.mſclt; 


hat 
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_ I do not doubt, molt gracious Sovereign, 
TNF tho” I am the trueſt ot ail Servants to 
our Majeſty, yet lam envied tor it by ma- 
in this Couit, who labour to riſe by my 
Fall: yer tho' Flatterers always lutk in Prin- 
Por es Courts with their alſe Tales, and ſet 
 heffpeccl:E'®, TO abu Royal Eirs, yer your 
1.j:ity is known to be of a more dilceru- 
g Judgment than ſo co bynpol.d on; 
ownf 
pre: jeretgre I doubt not but thole who would 
1nd buſ you with unjuit Complaints againſt 
, our faichtul Servant, will be brought 
Meferei Shame. 
He would have proceeded, but the King 
grily interrupting him. {aid, Hold your 
ace, Traytor; I know, by Digimulation 
nd fair Speeches you would evade your 
uniſhment, and lay Crimes to the Charge. 
ef others; but your Blandiſnments will 
fot now avail you, vou have too often de- 


5 kwed me, and bioken the Peace! [lrictly 


: OM mM: ded to be inviolably kept. 


Then all preſent began to cry out againſt 

e Fox of the ſeveral Injuries h. had done 
ven 

oem; but the Lyon commanded Silence, 

P!0F.1 thus procceded : Thou wicked Wretch, 

Joſt thou ſee how many accuſe thee ? and 

Fircſt thou pretend to be Innocent? With 


kat Face can'it thou ſay thou art my 
faithful 


lig 
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faithful Seriant, ſince ſo often you have 
wilſully broken my Commands? But a ſe- 
vere Puniſhment hangs over thy Head. 
Alas replied the Fox, I ſee many powerful 
Enemies here, who, by their raſh Unadviſedneſ, 
or covetous Inclinations, have ruſbed into Mis 
fortunes, and now are prepared with Malice e- 
nough to\lay the Fault on me: Could I help it, i 
Sir Bruin got a Ho] Pate by bis greedy Search 
after Honey in the Carpenter's Tard ? Had h. 
had any regard of your Majeſty's Affairs, l. 


i! would have immediately returned to give an A.- 


| count of his Errand, and not, by preferring hi 
| own Advantage, fallen into the Hands of Men 
wo ſo miſuſed him. As for the Cat, his Faul 
was the ſame, to prefer a few filly Mice befor 
Jour Intereſt, or the Regards of your Commands; 
and the" being took in the Prieſt's Barn in a Gin, 
ll he Joſt an Eye, yet by biting off the Prieſts Ge 
nitals, he has diſappointed all the young Women 
in the Pariſh, who uſed to be refreſhed with tha 
meſt comfortable Morſel: Theſe Injuries the Bea 
and Cat received, were none of my Offence it i 
plain, but ſought by themſelves. Bur you, m 
Wl: gracious Lord, may do your Pleaſure with your 
Wo humble Slave who has uo other Hope againſ 
W ſuch powerful Opponents, but iu your Royal Cle 
mency, tho my Death is too mean a Sacrifice fu 
Jour Anger, and can yield you little Profit; ye 
& | | what: 
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whatever you determine, T ſhall patiently ſubmit 


= 

When Reynard had proceeded thus far, 
Bellin the Ram, and Oſeuay the Ewe, ſtept 
from among the Crowd, and humbly be- 
ſought the King, that they might have a fair 
Hearing ; and ſo did ſome hundreds more 
who had been injuried by him, all with one 
Cry imploring Juſtice againſt him. This 
made Reynard look pale, eſpecially when he 
found the King was no longer to be won on 
his ſide, for he cauſed him immediately to 
be arreſted, and upon plain Proof of many 
notorious, Crimes, by ſeveral credible Wit- 
nefles againſt him, Se itence was paſſed up- 
on him, That he ſhould be executed on à 


Pair of Gallows of twenty Foot high: 4 


which Sentence was immediately recorded 


This made Sir Reynard look very melan- i | 
choly and dejected, eſpecially becauſe thæ 
King had ſtrictly commanded, that none of 5 


his Friends ſnould interceed for his Pardon; 


but his Enemies greatly rejoyced, as nor 


doubting but they ſhould now be revenged 


on him; which made the Brock, and others 


of his Blood, ſeeing they could do him no 


KGood, retire from Court, diſcontented, 


which the King obſerviig, ſaid to his 
Council, I is needful that we take mature De- 


C 


 liberatios # 
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liberation on ther weighty Matter; Hr the Fox 
as Faults, that have created him many Ene- 
1 mies, yet I perceive his Virtue. bas chain'd to 
im claſe many faſt Friends, 

| F Whilſt the King was thus diſcourſing, 
the Cat, impatient of Revenge,>urg'd the 


cut ion, alledging, the Night was at hand, 
and then he would give them the ſlip, and 
eſcape into ſome Hole, Buſh or Brake, where 
they ſhcald not, without great Difficulty, 
fat all, recover him: Beſides, Sir Jſrim, 


1 | :onſider i it was by his means your two Bro- 
[| hers were hang'd ſome Years lince, where 
let us conve * > 


| he Gallows 1s yet ſtanding 
1 im thither. 


it t reſolved to be reveng 4; ; they lead him 
I |the Bear before and the Wolf behind) to 
4 . place of Execution, where Tybert, who 


bozed Rope; and there when the King, 
een, and Nobles had plac'd them on 
Fafſolds, to ſee his laſt, they rais'd the 
[| dder, and the Cat let him to the middle 
lit with the Rope about his Neck ; when 
ning to that fide the King and Queen 
Wt on, he ſaid, Now Tam in great Sorrow, 
| ounded with the Terrors of Death, tho' I 


| 
. 
N 
! 


Wolf and the Bear to haſten Rey wrd s. Exe- 


At this Reproach Trim g grew very angry, | 


s appointed Hangman, had got with the 
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ve ſeen my Father die this way with much 


Fentleneſs, yet as a pcor dying Wrerch, all I 


treat is, That I may dizburthen my Conſcience, 
xd open the Secrets of my Heart, to die with 


e more Eaſe, that I may not be dillurked in 


y Grave, by going out of the World with any 


Jing that may be burthenſoine to my Conſcience. 


This Requeſt was thought reaſonable by 
h and the King thereupon giving Reyuard 
ave to ſpeak; after fetching a deep figh, 


thus proceeded : Alas! 7 fee few here 

hom 7 have not offer ded in a grievous manner 
| 

in my Jouth I was accounted Vertuons ; but 


wing with Lambs, at Jaft 1 fortunated to bite 
e, and taſting the ſweetneſs of his Bd, 1 
d not forbear till Thad murthered many, th s 


Ned me likewiſe amoug the Goats, to deſtruy 


ny of their Kids, then I fell upon lens, Geeſe, 


. and ſo by degrees my Crimes encrealed to 


ater matters, till roving in the Winter, I 


Þ with Sir Ifgrim, who lay in a hoo Tree 


not famiſh'd, and made him believe he was 
| Uncle, declaring unto him my Pedigree, fo 


Fr he ſeem'd to be very glad of his Kindrew ; 
* from that Day (which Jam bound to curſe) 


uc a League of Friend ſbip with him, and 
together murthered many of your nuble Sub- 


| 13 the I:for Hot beings ſuſfirieat for 974 Hun- 
I Maw, as, Bucks, Does, Rams Ews, ah 


— 
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| -che like; of which 1 had, to my preſcat Gri«f, 
hut a very ſlender Share; not that I wanted 11, 
but to ſee his Ingratitude, who ſet for him al 
Came; for then Thad, and ſtill have, moe 
Treaſure then ten Carts can cart). 
When the King heard him ſpeak of ſuch 

great Riches, he interrupted him, and com- 
manded him to declare how he came by it; 
as being deſirous to be poſſeſſed of it: To 
which the Fox replied, My Lord, thi: Wealth 
indeed was ſtole, and had it not been jo it had 
coſt you your Life, which Heaven de'end from 
the bloody De/igns of your Enemies, When the 
Queen heard him ſay ſo, ſhe ſtarted, ſaying, 

Reynard, I command you to conceal nc- 
thing of this dangerous Conſpiracy againſt 
the Lite of my dear Lord. 

To which he replied, Milt gracious Lady, I 
think it well becomes me, in this caſe, to disbur- 
then my Conſ.ience, that 1 may go out of the 
| TVorld with more Peace of Mind: Certain it is 
| that the King ſhould have been murdered by his 
on Subjefts; and tho many of the Conſpirators 
are my near Kindred, yet, as a dying M etch, 
| for whom no hopes of Life do remain, I will not 
[| ſpare to diſcover em or the publick Good, in the 
| Preſervation of your Majeſties, who had er 
this time been depoſed and murdered, had it not 


| bees 8 Þy my means; and hereupon he 
| Jooked| 


9e 
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looked fo pitifully, that the Queen entrea- 
ted the King, that tae Fox might hare 
Li berty to make the matter more plain; 
winch being granted, and Silence com- 
manded, he ; agiin proceede 
me Tears 15 ac2. my Futher ſearching the 
Earth in a rauge Mulderneſi, happen'd to find 
the Treaſare of King Ermerick, conſiſting of 
Jewels, Silver, Cold and other rich things, 
wh ereupon he grew proud, and held in Contemps. 
al the Beaſts of the Foreſt ; then calling Sir 
Tybert to him, he ordered him te go to the 
Foreſt of Arden, and feek out Sir Bruin, with. 
Letters, wherein he acquainted him with his 
good Fortune, and tendered his Fealty to him, 
ſaying, If he ſhould come to him, he would make. 
bim King. and ſet vour Royal Crown upon his 
Had; which he, who is the moſt ambitious of 
all Creatures, delayed uot to come, and then they. | 
ſent for Grimbard my Nephew, and Iſgrim, 
and many others, ſo that the Conſpiracy grew. 
ſtroug, and divers were ſent out to levy Forces to 
be paid with be Treaſure my Father had found, | 
which they ſecretly liſted in great Numbers, 
throughout your Dominions; but while they 
thoug hit to bring their wicked Purpoſes to an aue, 
Grimbard, at one of their Feaſts being fluſter d 
with Wine, declared all to Dame Slopard his | 
He, and tho he commanded her Secreſie on 
03 r 


Pain of her Life, yet, affrighted at ſuch horn 
Treajons, ſhe couli not long conceal it, but ti 
4 to my Wife Ermclin, as they were paſſi 


over a Heath, ſa;ins their Ava Maria; a 


ho jhe ſcrore her to Sccreſis by the three Ri ty 
of Cullen, yer jb? cculd net refrain to reveal pot 
to me in a great Corfternction : Nr was If 
aſftoniſh d when I heard it, my Heart ſunk di ha 
ag cold as Lead; yet I made it my Buſt ie) tra 
Connter-tlit my Father, and ſo narrowly wat Di 
him, to ſad where his- Ir eaſure Jay, (aud H 1 
ferve ycur Majeſty) that one Day I ſee him cui ſac 
out cf a Hole, locking every Way, to ſie the Ci} ot 
tear, and I being unleen of bim, he tbreu WC 
the Earth, and ſinoothid it cver with his 7a vai 
going immediately to the Conſpirators, totell 
all was ſaſe. F< 
The Nęht was no ſooner come, but I bro eth 


my Wife aud Children to the Place, and wiſh Pa 
infinite Labour we rem:v'd it to another Pladf Vi 
which Leſs, bh my Futher ca me to underſtani the 
det knowing how to recover it again, he, thi hin 


F oname, Anger, aud Vexation, hang d himſel *wh 
u hich I cantentedly could behold, for the Prefer Pity 
vat ion of your MM ijeſties Lives; for when 11 Jpec 


reſt heard of this Diſaſter, and ihe Loſs cf tf] are 
Treaſure that ſhorld pay their Forces, they di it, 
bard:d their Armies, and broke up their Conf & 
]Jultation with great Confuſion. 11 
7 2 5 | 8 nt 
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t ti Thus, by my Policy, the Bear was fruſtrated: 
al from placing himſelf in your Royal Throne, tho”. 
all from this good Service to your Cruwn and Digni- 
Vil ty ſprung all my Miſeries, by making myſelf ſuch* 
en potent Enemies, whoſe Malice has perſecuted me 
I to the Gates of Death, whilſt they, who would 
dl have deſtroyed you, are of your Privy Ccuncil, 
cl trampling on me who am fallen into Miſery andl 
10 Diſerace, for doing that, which by my Alegiance 
! (ll {was bound to do. And here he ended very 
c {ad and penſive, tho” in his Mind he was} 
Ci otherways, as knowing this feigned Story 
u would work his Deliverance, and gain Ad- 
7% vantage over his Enemies. | 


Moral By the Broch being ſent, ſhews ber 
ong Prom are endanger d, to try ſuch as the vicious 
ul Party has a Kindneſs for, or will appear in his 
Pl Vindication, that they may either prevail, or run 
gan the Hazard of their own Folly. His Shrift tu 
thi him, ſhews Hypocrifie, and a ſeeming Religion] 
ſell hen in Danger, that thoſe who are innocent may} 
0% pity and land by em, being deceived by their 
x th} ſpecious Pretences of reforming their Lives, jet 
are ſo habituaily wicked, they cannot long conceal} 
d it, as appears by the Fox's catching at the Capon, | 
Con & c. His Excuſes at Court, ſhews when Men 
are in Danger, they will not flick at any Falſhood] 
to free 1 as by the Fox's Jens Treas |} 
ſure. A 4 Be 


be Hife, Reynard the Fox. 
CHA p. IV. 


11 


How the King credited him, and cauſed him to 


be taken from the Gallows, whereupon he vowed 
a Pilgrimage ; and breught the Bear and Wolf 
into great Diſtreſs, and was himſelf highly ho- 
noured: How be murdered Keyward et. 
Hare, and. ſent his Head to the King by Bill; 
the Ram, who was thereupen given to the Bear 
and Wolf to be ſlain, &c. —_ 


+THE Fox by his diflembling Speech ha- 


uving poſſeſſed the King wich hopes of 
gaining vaſt Sums of Treaſure, and how 


the had befriended him in preventing the 
Treachery deligned againſt him, ke cauſed 


him 
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him immediately to be taken down from 
the Gallows, and queiiioned him where 

the grear Riches he ſpoke of was, who 
told him it was hid by him in a Wilderneſs 
call'd Hulſterlo, under the bottom of a 

Beech- tree, by che fide of the River Creck- 
neypet, that runs thro' the Wilderneſs, AT 
this the 2 _ on- him. as if he be- 
lieved it ſaying, he had heard of moſt: 
Places in the World, as well Cities and 
Towns, as Foreſts and Rivers, but never 
heard of theſe. O my Lord, replied the 
Fox, as I am a dying Creature, unleſs your* 
Mercy be extended to me, it is certainly 
true; and if my Words gain no belief, even 
Keyward the Hare, tho” he declares him 
ſeit, without Caul': my Enemy, if he be 
ſworn, will give you an Account of the 
Wilderneſs and River. Then was Keyward 
call'd and pur to his Qath to anſwer no- 
thing but the Truth to ſuch Queſtions -as*! 


ſhould be demanded of him. Then ſaid the 


Fox, Keyward, let not P:ejudice hinder you | 
eo anſwer my Queition, Know you Creck- 


neypit ? Yes, very well, replied the Hare, it 


is a great River that runs thro? the. Wilders 


neſs of Hulſterlo, where Farther ' Simeny- the © 


Monk, was taken coming falſe Money, ma> 


ny Years before R. ng wood the Hound and TI: 
1 52 | ſcrap” da 


| Foe Ae DOR" 
{crap d Acquaintance : I may well remem. 
ber it, for there I have endured many bit- 
ter Winters. Upon giving this Teſtimony 
he was.ordered to withdraw. Then ſaid 
the Fox, May my Relation be now credi- 
ted ? Yes, Reynard, ſaid the King, and! 


could not be leſs, ſince you have ſo many 
times deceived me; but, however, it wil 
be convenient that you go with me, and 
ſhew me the Place. Alas, ſaid Reynard, | 
ſhould be proud to attend upon your Ma- 
jeſty, and the willingeſt Creature in the 
World to do it, had I not Yeſterday mad: 
a Vow if Ieſcaped with Life and Liberty, 
would immediately rake a Pilgrimage to 
Rome to be abſolv'd of the Pope's Curſe, 
Which I lay under, for perſwading the 
Wolf to run away from a Monaſtery where 
be had enter'd himſelf a Monk, upon his 
| complaining to me that he was almoſt fa- 
miſhed for want of Food, tho' indeed he 
eat as much as ſix; and from thence I in- 
tend to paſs to Jeruſalem, and to mortific 
myſelf by Faſting and doing good Works, 
that I may waſh off the Stains my Crimes 
have fixed on me. Well, replied the King, 
| "it ach a Vow be upon you. and you under 
the Cenſure of the Church, you ſhall not 
ac 


intreat you to excuſe my Jealouſie, which 


who may direct me as well. 


the Conference was no ſooner over, but the 


who are here aſſembled, give good Atten- 


acquitting him ot all his Treſpaſſes, and 


Moment; aid therefore command you, up- 


When the Wolf, Bear and Cat heard this, 


% 
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accompany me, but depart and perform 
what you have promiſed : I will take Key- * 
ward the Hare and ſome others with me, 


The Fox greatly-rejoyced at this; and 


King and Queen mounted on a Scaffold, in 
ſight of all Bealts preſent, placing the Fox 

2tween 'em, and Silence being commanded} 
the Lion thus began : All you my dubjects, 


tion to what I ſhall ſay: In Reynard J find 
no Fault, or at leaſt ſuch as he has repen- 
ted of; therefore J conſtitute him one of 
my ſupream Miniſters in State-affairs, and | 
of my Houſhold rhe chief Officer, freeiy 


conſigning to him a general Pardon for all: 
Crimes committed by him to this veryy 


on your Allegiance, to do to him; his 
Wife and Children, that Reverence- as is 
due to their Characters; for he is going a 
Pilgrimage to Rome to repent him of hi 
Sins, and obtain the Pope's Abſolution 


they were much griev'd that his Flatteries 
and Lies had prevail'd againſt the Truth; 
ſo that the Wolf could not forbear com- 
3 _ Plains 


Feo Ihe Hate of Reynard the Fox. 
| Pe againſt the Fox to the King, with 
Iuch Arrogance, that being ſeconded in t lie 
manner by the Bear, it was taken ſo. heinou- 
fly, that they were. both arreſted for High- 
\ Treaſon, and bound hand and foot, ſo that 
they could not ſtir from the Place where 
they lay; afterward they were caſt into a 
Dungeon, which not only overjoyed the 
Fox, that his Project had taken ſo well, 
| bur firuck the reſt of his Enemies with ſuch 
Fear, that they immediately departgd ; yet 
| bere he ſtopped not, but petiticned the 
Queen to have as much of the Bear's Skin 
ad would make a Male; as alſo to have the 
Wolf's two Forcſhoes, and his Wife's Hin- 
der ſhoes, to keep his Feet from the Stones 
and and Gravel which were taken from 
E ticm with great Pam and Danger of their 


Lives; yet notwithitanding the intolerable 


Pain, they durſt not revile the treacherous 
Fox, who had been the Occaſion of their 
MNiſer ies. 


When Reynardine had greas'd and fitted on 


his Shoes, he deſired that his Staff might be 


dleſſed and delivered to him according to 


the Uſe of Pilgrims; which the King com- 
manded the Ram to do, as al ſo to ſay Maſs 
over him before he departed ; but — refu- 
fed it, becauſe he was under rhe Pope's 


Curls, 


*% 
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Curſe, unleſs the King would ſecure him a- 
gainſt the Biſhop and Ordinary ; .but when 
he ſaw the Lion angry, he trembl'd for 
Fear, and immediately ſung Maſs over the 
Fox, who. little regarded ir, more than to 
have the Honour of it; then giving Bene- 
diction to his Staff and Male, he deliver'd 
it to him; ſo the Lion and all the Beaſts at- 
tended the Fox part of his Way, who ſeem- 
ed loath to depart, tho' inwardly he deſir'd 
nothing more than to be rid of their At- 
tendance ; ſo that he intreat ed the King to 

return for his Health's ſake, and to prevent 
he ¶ the Danger that might happen if the Wolf 
n- Wand Bear ſhould get looſe and raiſe Tu- 
es mults and Commotions; ſo taking ſolemn 
m Leave, the King recurn'd with all the Beaſts, 
ir except Keyward and Sir Bellin, whom Rey- 
Je ¶ ard perſwaded to go further with him; ſo, 
us by degrees, with-pleaſant Tales and Diſ- 
ir courſes, he drill'd 'em by unknown Ways, | 

to Malepardus, that being his furtheſt in- 
»n tended Pilgrimage; and now he was fully 
de [reſolved to be revenged on the Hare for ac- 
to Icuſing him to the King; wherefore at the 
n- [Gate of his Palace, he ſaid, Sir Bellin, if © 


ſs ou but Ray a little here, I and Key ward will 
% in a few Moments, and take Leave of ] 


Wife and Children, where he Hall be Witnefs 
| | £0: © 


| 
1 


4 
* 


1 . 


done him, how he had left the Bear and 


GSafezies, to: change the Place of their A * 
7 ä 
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to a few Paſſages and Vows between us, that i 
either break em, the Law may infli&# due Pu- 
nilbment; ſo going in, they found the She: 
fox and her young Ones at their Eaſe; yet 


ſhe no ſooner ſee Reynard return in Safety, 


but leaping up, ſhe run to embrace him, 
and ask of his Welfare, and how he (ped at 
Court; which he told her from Point to 
Point, with all the Honour that had been 


Wolf in Prifon, and deceived the King; 
and, as for this Keyward he's my Enemy, 
and has vehemently accuſed me, and I have 
decoyed him hither, to take Revenge, and 
feaſt on his Carcaſe. 2% 

. Keyward no ſooner heard this, but he 
trembled, and cried to Belin for Help; but 


Reynard ſoon caught him by the Throat, 


and {topped his. Noiſe, ſo they eat him up 
all but the Head, which the Fox faved to 
enſnare t he Ram's Life. 


After they had merrily breakfaſted on 


poor Keyward's Carcaſe, the Fox declared 
co his Wife, That this Fact known at 


Court, would make all be diebelieved hefſ 
had ſaid, and then ſpeedy Search would be 


made after him: therefore if ſhe-would a- 
gree ro it, he hought fit, for both their 


— 


She. 


yet 


ery, 


Im, 


t to 
JEen 
and 


ng; 


| 
1ave 
and 


t he 


oat, ll 


1 up 


on 


Thought from you: True it is, there is ſome 


O Sir Bellin, help, help, my Aunt dies: 


5 


he Hiſtor of REYnarc 
boad, and live Incognito, but ſhe urged ſo 


I 
US  * 


many Reaſons againſt it, that he reſolved . 


not to remove. 
Whilſt theſe things paſſed within, Bellin 
was without waiting, with much impatience :! 
for the Hare's Return, that they might go 
back to Court, and therefore call'd aloud 
for him to come forth; whereupon the Fox 
went to him, and ſaid, Good Sir Bellin, be 
not ang ry, for Key ward is ſo engag'd in Diſ- 
courſe with his Aunt, he cannot leave her, 
nor can ſhe as yet part with him, her Love 
is ſo great to him; but if you will be 
pleas'd to go a ſoftly Pace before, you know: : 
he is light, and will eaſily overtake you be- 
fore you have travelled many Miles. Nay, 
ſaid the Ram, but, if Tmiſtake not, I heard 
Key ward piteouſly cry out, Murder. Alas, 
replied the Fox, then you are miſtaken in- 
deed ; can you ſo much as fancy he can re- 
ceive any Hurt under my Roof? far be that 


thing in it; you might hear him cry indeed, 
for when I told my Wife the long and dau- 
grrous Pilgrimage I had undertaken, ſhe} 


{wounded away for Grief; whereupon Key! 


ward, thro” the great Affection he bears her, 
tearing ſhe would have dy'd, cry'd out, 


1 17. 


but 


| 
[ 
| 


{ 
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be of that Number? 


but ſoon ſhe was revived to his and my un- 
ſpeakable Joy, whereupon he lefc crying 
But letting cheſe things paſs, you remum: 
ber I promis'd to ſend the King Letters be- 
fore my Departure, which all this while! 
have been wri ing, and mult intreat you, 
dear Couiin, to carry. | 

I would be your Friend in this, ſaid the 

am, but I am, as you ſee, unprovided ot 
any thing to put ' m in, and to carry 'n 
in my Mouth would look ridiculous. Well, 
ſaid the Fox, for this trouble. not yourſelf, 
you ſhall have my Mail, which you may 
hang about ycur Neck, and carry with lit. 
tle trouble; they are fo well penn'd that 
you will gain Credit by 'em, if not Prefer- 
ment; I am con:en: you ſhould haie the 
Praiſe of 'em, and ſay you dictated the 
Words, whilſt T writ them down. This 


| made the filly Ram, who was ambitious, 


greatly to tejoyce; ſo the Mail, with mur- 
dered Keyward's Head in it, was hung a- 


& bout his Neck, and. ſo he took his Leave, 
flattering himſelf with the conceived Hopes 


of Advancement all the way he went to 
Courr, conſidering many ignorant Perſons, 
who have had the Vanity to attribute the 
Eabours of others to emſelves, have m. 
with Advancement; and why might not a. 


When 
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When he came to Court almoſt breath- 
leſs for haſte, he found the King fitting :- 
mongſt his Nobles, diſcourling of Reynard's 
Pilgrimage, many pitying him for his ted- 
ous Journey he had undertaken, and ap- 
piauded him for his Reformation from a 
wicked, to a virtuous Life; but when the 
Lion ſay the Bear's Sk in- mail about the 
Ram's Neck, with ſomething weighty in it, 
he wondered, and the more, becauſe he 
came withour the Hare; and thereupon 
demanded where he left the Fox: My | ord, 
replied he, I attended him to his Houſe, 
and from thence I brought theſe Letters, 
which, indeed are of my own indicting, tho' 
my Couſin writ them over, and recom: 
mended them to your Majeſty, not doubt- 
ing but they'll give your Highneſs great 

Satisfaction, 
The King commanded Bocart his Secre- 
tary to take off the Mail, open it, and read 
the Letters with a laudible Voice ; but in- 
ſtead of Letters, he had no ſooner put his 
Hand therein, but he drew out murdered. 
Keyward's Head, which ſtruck the whole 
Aſſembly into a great Conſternation; and 
the Ram ſeeing how he was impoſcd on, 
trembled, and fell on his Knees, craving } 
Mercy. The King having by this time re- 
£ | cover'd 


Reynard the Fox. 


cover'd himſelf from his Amaze, with you 
angry Voice, his Eyes fparkling like Lich ja 
ning, ſaid, How blinded was I in my Ul to 
derſtanding, e'er to credit this Tray ma 
Reynard, who under all his fair Speech| pee 
covers Malice and Miſchief. Whereupq the 
he groan'd terribly, and hung down lll the 
Head for Anger and Shame to be ſo in hir 


poſed on, as likewiſe did the Queen Pe 
which Sir Fire/ape] the Libbard, who ll e. 
next to th King, perceiving, thus began II. 
Let not Sorrow come near your High} m: 
neſs's Heart for this trayterous Deed, bu br. 
keep it for nobler Purpoſes : Are not YOU an 
Lord of the Foreſts, and all your Subj=6 A. 
in your Power to puniſh as you pleaſe Pe 
To this the King” replied, Dear Couſinfl ge 
ſuch unexpected Miſchet and Diſgrace an 
this cannot but touch me near; Iam, ti de 


my Shame, betrayed by a baſe Viullian, 

whom 1 too fondly, and againſt Reaſonfſl wy 
credited, one who has made me do Injuy Si 

to my beſt Friends, and even thoſe of my th 
Blood, as is teſtified in what I have unad-J «| 
viſedly done to the Wolf and Bear on his ſo 

Accuſation, and my Queen's Perſwaſions F 
which will ſtick as a Stain and Reproachſſ «1 
on me for ever. Li P 
Let not your Majeſty ſay ſo, _ _ 
10 


And for Reynard, tho he is not in your 


them the King was not only ſorry for their 


Libbard, you ſtand above all Injuries, and 
your Smiles can eaſily cure the Wounds you 
have made, the Recompences you are abe 
to give, are ſufficient to reward thoſe that 
may complain: If the Bear and Wolf have:: 
been injured by Reyaard's falſe Accuſations, Þ 
there is a preſent way before you to make 
them amends: fince the Ram has confeſs'd- 
himſelf a Party witn Reynard in Keyward's | 
Death, owned he indicted the Letters, 
which in plain Terms w.s murdering the 
Hare, for no better Conſtruction can be 
made of it, ſeeing he has andaciouſly |} 
brought his Head to your Majeſty, let him 


Day . MH 


and his Lineage be given to them as a Prey: 


5 
mw 
: 


Power at preſent, yet we will go andi+be- 8 


ſiege his Caſtle, take him thence by force, 
and bring him bound to your Majeſty, to ji 
do with him as you ſhall think fit. 4 

This Council highly pleas'd the King, 
who immediately ſent the Libbard to fetch 
Sir Bruin and Sir Igrim from Priſon, where 
they lay in Chains, expecting every Hour 
the Sentence of Death; but Sir Firelapel no 
ſooner pronounced their Pardon, but thoſe R 
Fears vaniſhed, they rejoyed when he told 


N 


' . .-* 14 
Puniſhment he had cauſed to be inflicted | 
| | an 
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on 'em, but as a Recompence, had deliver 
into heir Power the Ram and his Whole 


Lineage, to devour and deſtroy ar their 
Pleaſure, where ever they met 'em tor e- 


ver; as alſo to hunt and deitroy Reynard the 
Fox, and all his Lineage where- ever the) 
g pas * 
ſhould find him or them; and for which 
Privilege they ſhould receive Letters Pa- 
tents under the Royal Signet, not to be 
revok'd, if they kept their Fealty inviola- 
ble; upon theſe Terms, coming nto the 


King s Preſence, they were received into 


Favour again, ſo that at the King's Com: 
mand. Bein was immediately ſlain, and al- 
ter him, they went out and deſtroyed a 
great many of his Kindred, as well ſucking 
Lambs, as Ewes, and ſo continue to per- 
ſecute them to this Day. 

Now upon this Reconciliation great Fen- 
ſting was made at Court, which con- in ud 


many Days, to which reſorted all Beaſts 


and as many Birds as were in Friendſhip 
with the King; bu: the Fox he kept cloſc, 
and would not be preſent, though he was 
Cited, ſo that all manner of Recreations 


were to be {zen there: But during this, |. 


came Laprel, the Coney, with a grievous 
Complaint againſt Reynard, That whereas 
he was paſſing by Malepardus, and percer 
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ring him ſtanding in e Habit of a Pilgrim 
it the Gate, ſuppoſing ro have paſſed 
peaceably by him, he leap'd on him at un- 
awares, and ſ{Lruck him ſuch a violent Blow 
between the Head and Snoulders, that he 


fell down, and had he not ſuddenly reco- 


ered, and leaped from between Reynard's 

Claws, tho' very much wounded, he had 

there devour'd him. 
The Coney had no ſooner made an end 


6 his Complaint, and pray'd Juſtice, but 


Corbant the Rook came flying before the 
King with a piteous Noiſe, ſaying, I be- 
ſzech your Majeſty to hear and reve',yge my 
Wiongs on bloody Reynard; for {.1 it hap- 
'xrned that this Morning, Sharpbeak my 
Vite, leaving our young Ones in a neigh- 


Fezelbouripg Wood, flew to the Heath to eek 


30d 
ealts, 
iſhip 
:loſc, 
Was 
tions 
this, 
vous 
ereas 
reel 


ving 


ſome Food ior em, where, to our great 
Amazement, we ſaw Reynard lie ſtretched 
on the Ground like a dead Carcaſe, his 
Tongue lolling out of his Mouth, and his 


Eyes fix d and ſtaring; who, Wo is me! my 
Wite in her Simplicity, lay ing her Head to 


his Mouth, to hear if ſhe could perceive 
im breath, the treacherous Diſſembler, 
who had put himſelf into that Poſture to 
nove our Compaſſion, and draw us with- 
in his, reach, leap'd up on a ſudden, and 

| catch- 
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revok'd, if they kept their Fealty inviola: , 


Lambs, as Ewes, and ſo continue to per- oy 
ſting was made at Court, which con in ud * 


with the King; but the Fox he kept cloſc, 


he was paſſing by Malepardus, and percei- 


on 'em, but as a Recompence, had delivei'l} . 
into heir Power the Ram and his whole 
Lineage, to devour and deſtroy at their 
Pleaſure, where erer they met 'em tor e. 
ver; as alſo to hunt and deitroy Reynard the 
Fox, and all his Lineage where- ever they 
ſhould find him or them; and for which 
Privilege they ſhould receive Letters Pa- 
tents under the Royal Signet, not to be. 


ble; upon theſe Terms, coming nto the FF 
King's Preſence, they were received into © 
Favour again, ſo that at the King's Com- , 
Sp n 
mand. Bellin was immediately ſlain, and al. 
ter him, they went out and deſtroyed a W., 
great many of his Kindred, as well ſucking}”' 


ſecute them to this Day. IN 
Now upon this Reconciliation great Fen- 


many Days, to which reſorted all Bealts, 
and as many Birds as were in Friendſhip To, 
( 


and would not be preſent, th-ugh he was oe 
cited, ſo that all manner of Recreations * 
were to be ſeen there: But during this, 581 
came Laprel, the Coney, with a grievous 
Complaint againſt Reynard, That whereas 
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ring him ſtanding in e Habit of a Pilgrim 
it the Gate, ſuppoling ro have paſſed 
peaceably by him, he leap'd on him at un- 
awares, and ſtruck him ſuch a violent Blow 
between the Head and S1oulders, that he 
fell down, and had he not ſuddenly reco- 
ered, and leaped from between Reynard's 
Claws, tho' very much wounded, he had 
there devour'd him. 

The Coney had no ſooner made an end 


6 his Complaint, and pray'd Juſtice, but 


Corbant the Rook came flying before the 


King with a piteous Noiſe, ſaying, I be- 


ſeech your Majeſty to hear and reve',ge my 
Wiongs on bloody Reynard; for {.+ it hap- 
hened that this Morning, Sharpbeak my 
Wife, leaving our young Ones in a neigh- 
bouring Wood, ffew to the Heath to ſeek 
ſome Food ior 'em, where, to our great 


Amazement, we ſaw Reynard lie ſtretched 


on the Ground like a dead Carcaſc, his 
Tongue lolling out of his Mouth, and his 


Eyes fix d and ſtaring; who, Wo is me! my 
Wite in her Simplicity, laying her Head to 


his Mouth, to hear if ſhe conld perceive 
im breath, the treacherous Diſſembler, 
who had put himſelf into that Poſture to 
nove our Compaſſion, and draw us with- 
in his, reach, leap'd up on a ſudden, and 

: CatCh- 


- 4 — — ww — 


— — pg 4 8 
6 AS 


l 70 Tle Hiſlory cfſRey nary the Fox. 


1 : | og n 
Il. oft : Whereupon, aftrighted, I flew into 
| the Air, or elſe, with the ſame Grcedineſs, 


he had taken me along with her, but get- 
ring to a Tree, I thece far ſecure, tho” in 
| i great Sorrow to ſee him devour her Body,; 


I which done, he went away; then flew I 
| with doleful Cries to the Place, and ga— 


| fore your Majeſty, as a Teſtimonial of her 
| Murther, . 


| 


Pouſiy given, as the Lion's Hi pes of gaining the 
Treaſure made him acquit Reynard, whom, 5 
Wi tle before, he had juſtly condemned. By the 

IV ſery he put the Molf and Bear to, gui fies 

be ſudden Turn of Affairs, and how to com- 
lain unſeaſonably brings Miſchief. His ſlaying 
| be Hare, and ſending his Head by the Rim, 
Centres, innocent Perſons are betrayed into Miſ- 
ie, wnadviledly under ſpecious Pretences of 


KR iend{h:p. The Complaints of the Coney and 
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ook, a wicked Habit in the Fox. 
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e 
I catching hold of her Neck, bit her Head 


thered up all her Remains, which were 
only theſe Feathers, which I brought be- 


The Moral.] By the H'nour the King did 
the Fox, [hews, that great Ones may be deceived 
thy ſpecious Pretences, eſpecial'y if they are cove= | 
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. . | 
> Wu the King, upon theſe freſh Comtlaints, 
» [yew exceeding ang), I w Grimbard the 
Ihc gave him Advice of it ; and how the 
? [hx was a ſecond time abo d, and excus'd 
3 [himſelf to the Ring: Hu Dame Rukenaw 
L ihe She Hue, plerded for him, and the King 
urſented to hear him. | 


p 
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: 
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F 

IHE King, u pon theſ: new Complainrs 

» | and Villanies, was ſo mov'd againſt 

- Fd, that he vow'd the bloodieſt Re- 
* [that ever Creature fell under, from 

} Fall his Flatteries ſhou'd never be able 


bliver him: Is this, ſaid he, his Pilgrt- 
mage 


fore you ought to have both your Ean 


Je Hirory of Reynard the Fox, Þ'T 


mage to Rome, and the Holy Land? For thi, ry 
did he procure his Shooes and Scrip, taſeaſc 
the hazard of my Friends Lives? Well, hey. | 
ſhall dearly rue it: tho', indeed, I ſhouldþ,,,, 
never have believ'd him, but for the Perk, 
{waſions of my Queen. When he had thuſftonf 
ſaid, with a itern Countenance, he com r 
manded his Nobles to give Counſel, ſa ++ 
that his Honour might in this Caſe bqyou 
ſav'd, aud his Fame not evil ſpoken of, pet 
Ar this the Bear and Wolf greatly re joy df m 
as ſtill thirſting after Rey enge; yet theſpiy 
kept Silence. expecting others to ſpeak fitſt hin 
but none doing it, the King grew exceed 
ing angry, looking grimly on them, till thq 
s. Sir, N part of Roya 
Wiſdom to proteſt, or belicve any things,,., 
till the Matter be made apparent thert- * 
open in this Caſe, as well to the Complain- =p 
ants, as Complaincd; fo that weighingſthat 
the Cauſe in Equity, you may the better 
do Juſtice : And however I may have err'd 
in perſuaduig you to auy thing in Favour 
of him, I am thus far ſure, that it will be 


othe 
ſent 


bo ug 


moſt for your Ho our, ſince he cannot flyſ,..? 

out of your reach, to "ty him by the Laws 

This Speech of the Qucen's was ſecond: 4 

ed by the Libbard, who ſaid ſhe had ſpoken and 
ver) 


with 


ox. The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, 73 


r thitfery graciouſly, and that he could not in 
P, Weaſon go from what ſhe had ſaid, in trying 
U, beste Fox, by which, if found Guilty, would 
houldeave him without Excuſe : Therefore ſaid 
- Petſh,, ir is fit he ſhould be ſummon'd, and 
| th confronting his Accuſers, make his Detence. 
com This mov'd Sir ſerim to Anger, fearing, 
el, ole the Fox had this Favour allow'd, he 
le by ould not, by one Trick or other, fail to 
n Ot another Advantage over him; ſaying, 
oy ds my Lord the King's pleaſure be to com- 
theſſeiy with your Advice, none of us muſt 
firſt nainſay it; however, I will maintain Rez- 
CcCnrd a falſe Trayror, and one whoſe Life 
I that deſervedly forfeited, if but for his late 


changed the King, with a falſe Scory at 
here 
Ean 
la in- 


hing 


his Liberty, and to bring the King's true 


on in his Rogueries, and rob and ſpoil all 
that paſs by his Caſtle: You ſee likewiſe, 
= how little he reſpe&s the King, who the 
ert Clother Day gave him his Life, that he has 


ll be ſent him, in Deriſion, Keyward's Head, and 


t fly with a feigned Pilgrimage. 


The King heating this, made but light: 
Log] what the Queen and Libbard had ſaid, 
* and therefore reſolving . 0 ke him from 915 


very D Caille 


Creckneypit, which was only feign'd to get 


® 


Subjects into Diſgrace, that he might go 


laughs ar the thoughts of hisdecciviag him 
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Caſtle by Force, and execute him on bl 1 
Former Sentence, he commanded all th gain! 
Beaſts to arm, and attend him for than | 
Purpoſe within fix. Days; ordering tliol[Kin: 
that were not fcee to this, as any way taflore 
vouring the Fox, to turn their Back, tliaqjour 
he might know them for his Enemies; andon t! 
hereupon the Aſſembly broke up. took 
Grimbard, hearing what Danger. Rey na: INeſt 
was in, privately withdrew, to advertiſe Wife 
him of it, that ſo he might make timelywhe! 
Proviſion for his Safety: Reynard no ſooneſſy 4 
ſaw him, but concluding he came with badþard 
News, demanded what brought him thidand 
ther? To which the Brock, replied, Oho d. 
JIncle! fly for your Life, the King, with alto C 
the Power of his Kingdom, is arming ajYou 
gainſt you; your Enemies Bruin and rin, ſon n 
are releas'd out of Priſon; and have ſlainſyou 


the Ram, for bringing Kejward's Head you, 


likewiſe all his Lineage is given up to theitſbefo 
Power, and they ace now in higher FavourſSons 
than ever, wherefore they will not fail toſhow 
urge your Deſtruction; there are kkewiſe|thic 
exhibited againſt you, new Complaints by|whi 


Cor bant the Rook, and Leprel the Coney, [kill 


Well, Nephew, replied the Fox, I return [and 


you hearty Thanks for your officious Care; |fore 
but were there a Thouſand conſpiring a-: Gin. 


geiaſt | war 
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It th cainſt' me, I value 'em rota Ruſh ; for if T 
r thajcan have 1 berty to ſpeak for my ſelf to the 
tholſKiny, I-ſhall be even with ſome of 'em, be- 
ay faſlore they are aware; Therefore trouble nor 
 thajjour ſelt, Nephew, but let us go in and feaſt ' 
; andon this Pair of young Pigeons, I juſt now 
took, as they attempted to-fly out of their 
>ynar{Neſt : So, charging bim he ſhould tell his 
ertiſe Wife nothing of the Danger, in they went, 
imelhſe here Ermelix receiv'd the Brock very kind- 
Donerly. After Dinner, Reynard requeſted G, im- 
1 badþard chat he would promiſe to ſtand by him, 
thiſand get him as many Friends as he could 
1, Olo do the like, for he was reſolved to come 
th allto Court, and once more face his Enemies. 
ig 4. Tou do well in that, replied the Brock, and 
im ſon my Lite, T will undertake for you, that 
ſlainſyou ſhall not he without Friends to ſecond 
ad iſyou, nor want the Favour to ſpeak freely 
heitſbefore the King Then Reynard call'd his 
voutſSons before him, and declared to the Broch 
il toſhow'forward they were at their Game, 
wiſeſthat they had the true Quality of che Fox, 
s by[which was to intangle and betray, and 
ey. [kill when they feem'd moſt compaſſionate ; 
turn and all that he had further to learn 'em be- 
ire; fore they were ſent out, was to avoid 
g a-| Gins; Snares, and Hourds; which To- 
iaſt | wardlineſs of his young Kindred made the 


- 
» 


76 Tle Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox. 
-Brock greatly rejoyce ; and having reſtcd 
A little, they prepared to depart; Rua d 
charging his Wife to be troubl'd at 10 
News ſhe ſhould hear, but conſtrue it to 
the beſt; as alſo to be careful of herſelf 


not letting any one in, Friend or Foe, till 
his return, or that ſhe heard further from 
him: And fo away they went together, 
not telling his Wife the Cauſe of his Jour- 
mey, whereupon he left her in exceed ing 
Sorrow for his ſo ſudden and unexpected 
Departure, 

Being on the Way, the Fox urg'd the 
Brock to take his Confeſſion a ſecond time, 
for that ſince he was laſt ſhriven, he had 
committed many Sins; to which Grimbard 
agreeing, he thus proceeded : V know very 
We well how I caus'd the Bear and the Wolf to be 
* ſerv'd by faſiy accufing em to the King, as alſs 
Dame Arſewind, whoſe Hinder-(hoves were 
W fiript off at my Requeſt, and further then, know, 
that the Story that I told the King of the Trea- 
ſure was all feign'd, as was the Conſpiracy of 
Bruin and Iſgrim; Keyward I Rid, and be- 
tray d the Liſe of Bellin, in ſending his Head, 


x 
it 


W by him to the King; the Coney I wounded, and 
woule have ſlain, had he not Hit d our of m 


N Hand; Sharpbeak I did fay and eat; I fir 


OY 
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and his Children, and keep cloſe the Gates, 


ther 


De TI of REH 
ther put an almoſt fatal Trick upon the Wolf, 
which in my laſt Confeſſion omitted to mention, 
which was thus : As we paſs 'd over a Heath, 
by a H/ood-fide, the Woll being very hungry, e- 
ſoy'd a Mare with a curitus fat Colt running by 
ler Side; at this his Chaps water d, but fearing 


Ls 7 — 5 
. * * 


Je Mare's Staengt hb, he reſolv'd to try another 


Mi, whereupon he ſent me to Inou whether 
ſhe would ſell it, and if fo, what the Price wow d 
be ; when I, to pleaſe him at that time, went 
and ask'd the Queſtion ; to which the Mare re- 
plied; ſbe would willingly ſell him for ready Mo- 
ney ; but when I came to demand ber Price, (he 
ſaid, ſhe could not tell it; but if I cou d read, I 
might find it written at the botbom of her Hind- 


foot: Ho, ho, thought I, are yeu thereabouts ; _ | 


well, thir will paſs on my Uncle Iſgrim, but 
not on me; then I told her truly, that I could 
not read, nor did I come ro purchaſe for myſel, 
but for the Wolf, who is hard by expecting your | 
Anſwer : Then, ſaid the Mare, let him come 
and read it himſelf, that we may ſpeedily agree : 
H I went and 101d him, if be could read he 
might have his Belly full, for the Mare would 
freely ſell her Foal, if he could read to her the | 
Nice of him, which, ſhe ſuid, was written on © 


the Bo tom of her Hin d- foot. 


| Read, replied Igrim, (with a kind of 
Diſdain) why I have ſtudied at both Uni- 
: 9D 3. verſlities 


— — 


. —— — 


- | | 2 &. 
verſities, and can read perfectly well all 
Languages: Therefore, if that be all, jet (<0 
me alone to buy the Purchaſe. So away the 
he went, bat had no ſooner taken up ther. 
Marc's Foot, but tlie crafty Jade, While; 
ne was poring on it, {more him full on the | 
Forcaead, lo that he tumbled over and o- ab! 
ver, lying and pitionſly howling. on the (ak 
foro! d, wilt ſne gallop'd away, laugh- = 
ing at the Trick, her Foal following her fr 
he fame Pace, till they were both our. of eb, 
light; whereupon T went to him, aud ſaid, It.“ 
Deer U. actr, wat have you eaten up al 
the Colt, and fem. nor oe mall Morſe > . 
But pray wha FG: 'Q! y ou. © 1d written on them 
Marc's Foot; it ſhoutd be a prick'd Song d 
by your r "_ you have now 
ſnewed yourfelfa go 88 and. cain'd . 
2 plencifo! Feaſt — r.. Nephew, repli- 5 
ed he, do not add more Muſzry to me by M 
{cr ng at me, you fee Lam all bloody and I 
&.ſperateiy wounded, for 7 hilſt Lwaslook- 15% 
ing or her Foot, taki ng the Nails to be 1 
Lerters, the damn'd Jade e, with her long 
Leg, and Lro1-heel, (mote me on the Head, i 
chat ſhe has e'en beat Out my Brains. Alas 8, a 
fail I. Uncle, Jam torry for that; bur by 1 
ind-ed I took von to be ode of the greate ſt 
Sch olars; but, 1 fez, according to the 0.4 
| Pro- 
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proverb, That the greateſt Scholars are nor 
the wiſeſt Men This, with my ſmiling... 
made him fret exceedingly, but all in vain, 
ne knew not how co help himſelf, | 

Upon this Aeynard deſired the Brock to 
ablſolve him; which he did, by making him 
cake certam Stones out of a Breok, and 
wing them at a Diſtas ce, row] himfelt 
rarce times over them; and ſo they went 
on, diſcou:ting of Flarreri2s of Courtiers, 
me Diſſimulation of Prieſts ard Women, 
e. till they came to the King's Preſence, . 
where he fawmany of his Fr:cnds,. which . 
made him not a lite rejoyce ; then he fell 
dawn. betore the Throne, whilſt the King 
wondered how he durſt venture to appear; 
and thus began todcliver himſelf: My dread . 
Sovereign Lord the King, and Lady the Queen, ' 
May all Bl:ſſings deſcend upon yeu-to crown jc 
with a laſting Health and Happineſs, and give + 
jor Wifdom, that you may truly aiſcern between - 
Right and Faljhoed ; to knew who are your 
Friends, aud who are your Enemies : Here 
am come to excuſe my elf of Crimes unjuſth laid 
to my Charge fince my lite Departure ; or elſe . 
by this time, I had len. fAr on my Pilgrimage 
therefore I beſesch 10ur Myjeſiy to let me ſee m 
Accuſers that dave to 1mpute to me any Failiry | 
in my Promije, or Diſobediexce to vear Majeſty, | 

| 232 To 


C 


4 


| 


So Ihe Hiſtory of Reynary the Fox. 


Jo this the King replied, with a ſtern 
Countenance, Reynard, I know you are ſub- 
til, and full of Deceit; but this Day ſhall 
be the end of your taking Pride in my Diſ- 
grace, for which your Life ſhall immedia- 
tely pay the Price of my Diſhonour : Let 
have ſhewed your Obedience ro my Com- 
mands, in the Violence and Murder you 
offered to the Coney and Rook, who arc 


here to teltifie again you. 


My dread Sovereign, raplied the Fox, their 
Accuſations Touonld gladly hear; however, I 
kuow it to be falſe. | 

Then they accuſed him, as has been reci- 
ted; upon which the Fox replied, My Lord, 
this is a palrable Malice, and no Truth, they 
are ſulorned by my Enemies, to bring theſe Slaus 
ders againſt me: ¶ confeſs when my Nephew 


Grimbard, brought me Tidings of it, I was 
p: eparing for my Pilgrimage, but it ſo troubled 
me, that I reſolved not to go till I had cleared 
myſelf before your Majeſty : The Coney, whom 
Jever held as my Friend, came to my Houſe, as 
KW 7 was ſaying Mattins, and was kindly welcom- 
ed, and feaſted by my Wife, with ſuch, as on 
a Faſt-day, I could keep in my Houſe ; but ha- 
U wing refreſhed himſelf, Roſſel my Son, who 
| waited at Table, effered to rale away what he 
had left; whereupon the Coney gave him a vio- 
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The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, 
lent Blow on his Mouth, which made him bleed: 
which his Brother Reynardine ſeeing, and being 
grieved thei eat, fell upon him, and would haue 
{lain him, had not 1, upon his crying out, come 
from my Devotions and taken him cf, giving 
Sn ſevere Correction for breaking the Rules 
# Heſpitality in my Houſe ; but, it ſeems, for 
the gord Deed, his Malice has made him poſt to 
50 "I, 2hnefs, and accuſe me of a Crime I am + 
gnorunt F. 
As for the Rook, there is nothing more 2. { 
than this Accuſatioun; for, as Teflerday, I was 
fitting at my Door, he came flying about me with + 
great Cries, of which I demanded the Cauſe, be | 4 
ſaid, IPois me! for my Wife, Dame Sharpbeak, 
is dead. Mau came the by her Death? ſaid J. 
Alas, replied he, T:ſierday on the Heath jhe found | 
the Carcaſs of a dead Hare, which ſhe eating, | 
aad it heing full of Forms, they eat thro” her 
Seomach and kilt'd her. This, my Lord, is the | 
Truth, neither more nor leſ. | 
FF chis be true, which I very much doubt, 1 
replied the King, there's another Treaſon fl 
againſt you, which, I believe, you caunoc | 
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deny. that is, the Murder of Keyward, |; 
whoſe Head you ſent me, in Deriſion, by 
Ballin, the Ram, who has been executed, 
as being only your Meſſenger, and for — | 


you mall ſurely die. 
| D 5 | | Arg 
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A ory of Reynard the Tos. 
A this Reynard was much dejected, but 
being comtorted by Dame Rukenaw tlie 
She- Ape, his Aunt, he took Courage, and 
replied, Alas, my gracicus Lord, you tell me 
jirarge News ; is the pror Hare dead? It grie- 
wes me to think ont: he Twas very dear to me, 
and far be it from me, that I, who lov'd him, 
Fou'd have a Hund in his Death. 

Then ſaid the King, ſternly, Thou dil 
tembling Traytor, dareſt thou pretend to 
guild over thy Wickedneſs with plauſible 
Words; thou art now too ſure in my 
Hands to eſcape my Juſtice, 

This made him fetch many decp Stghs, 
= as fearing now his laſt Hour was come; 
= which the She-Ape perceiving, addreſled 
WW herſelf on his behalf, to the King in this 
manner: My gracious Lord, I beſeech you, 
8 tora while, ſuſpend your Anger, and heat 


we 


. what I've to ſay. 

At firſt the King refus'd her Requeſt, but 

the Queen and Libbard interceeding, ſhe 

nad leave to proceed. 

Then ſaid ſhe, My gracious Lord, there 

are many here that complain, who hate 

more Pprievoully offended ; my K.inſman's 

Merits plead for him, when they can pte 

end to none, that has been any ways ſer: 
| viceabbe 
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viceable to your Highneſs; it is not un- 


' the Offences done by Renard been to you, 


applauded by your Majeſty; you may well 


The H j7ory of Reynard the Fox. $3 | 
known to your Majeſty, what Services 
yourſelf and Predecctfors nave receiv'd from * 
his Father and ſelf, having born greater | 
Reputation in Court than either- the Bear | 
or Woif, or all their Kindred ; their wiſe Þ 
Councils ha ve been in grcat Eſtcem, when | 
others have been rejected; but now things 
go ſtrangely, his Services are forgot, and- 
rhoſe that delerve not, are taken into Fa- 
vour, who rather ſeek ro Debaſe, than Ad- 
vance, your Majcity's Honour and Dieniry,Þ 
The King replied, Dame uke nau, had 


you'd have reſented 'em more : He has been 
lo wicked, that of all others, there's none 
but z ourſelf wii! ipeak well cf him; and 
you only he has decelv'd into a belief of hid] 
Sanity, by Fla tery aud D:fimulation. 

Nay, rep! lied ſhe, my Lord, I am more 
wiſe than to be deceiv'd, Finow muchGoog 
of him, and theretore love him; I can cell 
how his Judgment and Wiſdom has beef 


remember 2 Man and a*Serpent came tc 
the Court for Judgment, and he wiſel 
determin'd it ; when ne cher rhe Be ar, Wolf 
or any other knew how to doit; ; the Cal 
was biiefly thus 4 Man en ihe Road 
font 

/ 


34 The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox: 
found a Serpent entangl'd in a Snare, who 
ecricd pitiouſly to him for help, which 
moved the Man to Compaſſion; ſo that 
upon the Serpent's Oath, not to hurt him, 
ue deliver'd him from certain Death; where- 
0 pon they travell'd together, till the Ser- 
ent grew hungry, flew ar the Man; but 
e ſtarting aſide, put him in mind of his 
IDath; to which he replied, I remember 
Air well; but now Hunger diſpences with 
Ir, I may lawfully kill thee, However, the. 
Man d:fir'd, that his Caſe might be try'd 
iy the next Paſſenger, which happen'd to 
Ie Tiſellen the Raven, and Slinope his Son, 


s alſo he did that of the Bear and the 


e Noble, Merciful, and Wiſe, yet much 
erplex d to determine this Matter : by 
ur Defire the Fox undertook to do it: 


hereupon, by your own Command, be- 
Is nooz'd in the Snare, out of which he 
d been deliver'd, my Kinſman then _ 
1 | if 
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dif the Man will releaſe him now, and truſt 
o his Qith, then the Serpent ſhall be at 
liberty to chuſe whether he will eat him, 


for forbear ; bie if he thinks he will break 


his Oath, then I leave it to his Diſcretion 


o do as he pleaſes; To which the Man 
Ireplied, I will not releaſe him; for i he, 


who is once perjur'd, Mt looſe, he will 
rot hereafter regard any Oath, but certain- 
ly deſtroy me. So the Serpent for his for- 
ner Ingratitude was left in the Snare to be 
amiſh'd. This Jadgment of Reynard's was 
then highly applauded, as juſt and equita- 
ble, by yourſelf and all the Court, above 
rhat had e' er been given in any doubtful 
Caſe; tho” he boaſted not of it, as many 


uvould have done, tho? leſs deſerving : Be- 


ides theſe, and other things, he has many 
Kindred that will ſtand by him with their 
Lives and Fortunes; as for my part, I and 
ny three Children will die in his Cauſe, . 
ather than he ſhould ſuffer any Injury; 
which a number more will not fail to do. 
Then ſhe call'd forth all her Kindred and 
Relations, ſaying, Come forth all my dear 
friends, and ſtand by your Kinſman Rey- 


Iurd, all of you Petition for him to his Ma- 


eſty, that he may give him the Privilege 
the Law. 
Theo 
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Then preſently leap'd forward a great 
number of Beaſts, as the Squirrel, Weazeh 
Ferrit, Otter, Cc. all of them loving Pul- 
len as well as Reynard, ſtanding by him, 
and beſeeching tie King in his behalf, for 
they ſtood in awe of Dame Rukenaw, and 
durſt not diſoblige her. 6 5 

Tne Queen ſeęing this, ſaid, Truly 
Dame, I and Sir Firelupel told the King as 
much, but his Anger, for the Death of 
Keyward, blinded. his Judgment and Rea- 
ſon ſo, that he would no: give us the hear- 
_ 

To this the Kingreplied, Truly I was a 
little overſeen in't, for that-Diſgrace done 
me, gave me no time to conſider ; but now 
he ſhall anſwer for himſelf, and if the Laws 
will quit him, I'm contented. 2 

At this unexpected Turn ot his Affairs, 
Reynard greatly rejoyced, and gave heart) 
Thanks to his Aunt, who had gained this 
Advantage for him; ſay ing, Dear Aunt, 
I'm now confident all my Adverſaries-ſhall 
not prevail againſt me. 


Moral.] The Anger of the Lion, ſhews tit 
Diſpofition of a good Prince, to be offended a! 
Vice and Injuſtice, or at the Injuries done to hi 
good Subjetts ; and the Perfwafion of the Queer 
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The I:Jzory of Reynard the Fox. " 
and Libbard ſhews the Temper every good Prince 
ought to be eadow'd withal, not to be too haſty or 
daſſionate, but to adminiſter Juſtice with Mo- 
deration, The Wolf's Enwying. ſhews the Ma- 
lice of a ſubtil Foe is to take all Advantages. 
The Brock's ſecret going to the Fox - ſhews the 
Office of a good Friend; as does the Ape's, who 
ſpoke or him; but the Fox's ſecond Repentance, | 
a continued Diſſimulation, to enſnare the Be- 
lief of the Credulous, oo 


e Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox: 


CH aF: FA I 
How the Fox, having liberty to plead, proteſted 
his Tanocence ; and deſcrib d certain Jewel, 
he ſent to the King and Queen by the Rom, 
grieving for the loſs of them; and his cwn 
Services and Merits, gains the King's good 
Opinion. | 


M HE Fox having now free leave to plead, 
23 ſaid, May it pleaſe my gracious Lor d, 
| you much aſtoniſb d me, when you mention d the 
| Death of Key ward the Hare; if he be dead ! 
O where is Bellin the Ram, that he may ſtand 
forth and clear my Inuocence; beſides, I trembs 
to think what precious Jewels are loft, 3 
| | mij 

| | 
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niſcarried, all the Wealth of both the Indies 
cannot make a Recompence for their ineſtimable 
Value; but more it grieves me, they ſbould be 
detain'd from you, to whom Hſent one of them, 
and the other two to my Lady the Quetn, in 
Regiutal of her Kindneſs to me in my late M ſery.. 

Nay, ſaid the King, however it happen'd, 
| received no jewels, the Ram only brought 
me the Head of Keyward, 

Upon this, the Fox look'd very ſad and 
dejected, crying out, V and alas, to me! 
that ever I ſhould truſt fo faithleſs a Meſfſenger- 
with ſuch ineſtimabl: Treaſure ; the loſs of theſe 
Jewels, I know, will be the Death ef my Miſes. 
when the doleful Tidings comes to her. Well, 
laid Dame Rukenaw, ſorrowing for 'em will 
little avail ; let us hear em deſcrib'd, and 
then we'll take care to find 'em out, in. 
whoſe Hands they are, if all the wife Wo- 
men in the Country can diſcover 'em. 

'O! dear Aunt, ſaid Reynard, yon do but 
lay this to take off my Sorrow, ſor I am conſi- 
dent, into. whoſe Hands ſoever they are fallen, 
they wid not part with them for any thing on 
Earth ; no Crowns or Kingdoms can buy them 
from them, if they but knew their Virtues, how- 
ever, though their Remembrance does add to my 
Affli ion, yet, to pleaſe you, if the King and 
Queen defire it, I will deſcribe them. he 

oy this 
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manner: | 

The firiſt, ſaid he, that I. ſent to . my Lord 
the K'ag, was a Wng of Gold, in which was 
plac'd a Jewel of great Price, it bus inam'd 
wit!) Sable and Azure, and within it engrave 
thee Hebrew Charatters, which I coutd nt 
read; but going to a great Aſtrologer aud Lin- 


guilt, he told ne, they were toe Names wrich 


Set ii $r042ht ont of. Paradice, when he fetched 


rom. % Guardian Auge ſome of the Oer 


Mercy to beal h Father Adam's grieven, Di. 
| ftemper, and who/acver unt it, ſhould he free 

from Thunder and Lightning, and any Conjpi- 
ractes againſt him live long, be always victori- 
os, refit Temptations, M/tchcraft, and be Pru- 
dent and Healthjul : The Stone ſet in it was of 
three ſeveral Colours, the firſt like Chriſtial, 
| glittering with Sparkler of Hire, ſo that in the 
| Dark it gave a tmarvellons Light-; the ſecond ns 


clear and lparkling with Flame-colour, having 


a Virtue to cure any Deſect in the Eyes or Body. 
only by ſtroaking the Place griev'd, and - indeed 


moſt Diſtempers, eſpecially all Venome : The laſt 


was of Emerald: col ur, mix d with ſmall Spots 
of Purple, ſo that whiever wore it, ſhould be 
matchleſs for Valour, altagether unconquerable, 


nat ſtirred to Paſſion, bat Wiſe, Juſt, and Mes 


ciful : I. had many ot her rare Virzues, jo that 
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Icould not image any Creature on Farth wor- 
1 to poſſeſs it but your Majeſty, who is the belt 
Princes. The other tuo Fewels Tent to my 
Lady the Queen, one of em was a Comb, mate 
of the Shoutder-boue of Pantherus, a Beaſt 
ſound near Paradiſe, whoſe Beauty dad Smell 
antes all Beaſts to him, aud in this one Bont all 
the Virtues of him is contain'd, jet it was pol. 
ed fo light, that any Breath of Mind would 
nove it o its place; the Scent of it was fo 
rare, that it cured Appiplcxies, and al D: ſeajes 
if the Head, beyond the Skill of the moſt learned 
Doctors; and between the Teeth of it, which 
od like Silver, were ſpaces in which curious 
Figuies were engraven, and iulaid with Gold. 
repreſenting the Story, how the three Goddeſſps 
ove for the Golden Apple, and choſe Paris, 
Sau to King Parimus, Judge, to determine the 
Kriſe; vba ſeeing them all naked, for the In- 
ſcription on. it was, Be it be given to the 
Faireſt; he.decreed it to Venus the Queen , of 
Bean: y, in lieu whereof, Me gave him the beaus 
tious Hellen of Greece, Mife to Kiag Mane- 
laus, which caus'd the ten Tears Wurs of Troy, 
and in the end, the Deſtruction of that famous 
City by the Greeks. The next Jewel as 1 may 
well ter it, was a Mirror, or Glaſs, wherein 
whyever hook'd, might ſee things at a great diſ- 
tance, f plain ai if they had been near them, 
3 ea, 
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yea; for many Miles : The Wood of the Frame 
was of ſuch a Nature, that it was exceeding 
light, no Worms, or ſpace of Time was capabl 
to corrupt or deſt: oy it; and on it were fram d 
many curious Stories, inlaid with Mood of va- 
risus Colours, enamal'd with Gold, the Mord. 
being written under the Figures in Letters f 
Gold to explain em The firſt was the Fuble x 
the Horſe, who being at Contention with the N 
Hart, and not able to overcome him, impl rd whic 
the Herdſman to mount on his Back, that ſo lie NO. 
might purſue his Adverſary ; but being Weary, vill: 
the Hart by much outſtripping him, he defir d his Itunn 
Rider to light, that he might reſt. Nay ſaid bd 
be, not ſo, for having a Bridle in your Meuth, lobe 
and Spurs at my Heels, you having once volun- Helte 
tarihy given ap your Power and Freedom, ſhall be 
at Command. At which the poor Horſe, too late, 
ſeeing what Miſery his Thurſt of Revenge had 
brought him into, only fghed and bewailed his 
Captivity. At another Corner of the Fram: the 8 
was, the Fable of the Aſs and the Hound It ſo 
happen d, that an old rich Farmer had a little 
Wund that he entirely loud, who us d to play 
| with him, leap'd into his Lap, and feed at his 
| Table, whoſe lazy kind of Life the Aff ſecing, 
| and how much the Hound was made of for t, 
whilſt himſelf, who by his Labour brought in Ithe © 


much Gain, was turn d into a dirty Hevel, to 15 
feed at xn 
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feed on Chaſj and Straw, reſ lud to ty if h 
latter ing his Maſter might bring him into as gre::t 
Favour ; whereupon one Day as he came home 
he met him, leap d upon him, fried his Tail, 
and ſhook his Ears; but his Maſter little minds 

ing it he came nearer to him, and ſtanding on 
his Hund legs, laid bis Fore-ſeet on his Shoulders, 
b-aying horribly, and offered to kiſs him; by 


Wwhich che Maſter was thrown to the Ground, © 


hing out piteouſly, Help, help, this wicked A 
wil murder me. WWhereupon his Servants cam e 


Fanning with Cudgels, and ſo belabour d pcor 


Bald win the Aſs, that with a bruiſed Pate and 
broken Bones, he was forc d to fly to his Hovel for 


omplain'd to himſelf; O Wo is me |! I ſee 1 
muſt be a poor laborious Aſs, whilſt idle Para- 
tes Flattcrers live by my Tort and Sweat, in 
Eaſe and Pleaſure, At another Corner was 
the Story of my Father and Sir Tybert, who 
travelling cogether by a Wood-ſide, and 
being eſpied by the Huntſmen and Hoauds, 
when my Father ſaid to the Cat, Climb 
up that Tree, for I have a hundred Wiles 
to eſcape, Whereupon he immediately 
Camber'd up a high Oak, where, among 
the thick Boughs, he remain'd ſecure and 
unſeen, whilſt my Father was purſu'd near 


it the Heels; and had he not drop d his 
| | Mail, 


Shelter, where lying down on dirty S raw, he thus 
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Mail, and flipp'd into a Hole, he had, not- 
withſtanding all-his Wiles, become a Break. 
fait to the greedy Houncs ; ; whilſt the Cit 
food ſecurely ſcoffing, ſaying, Now, Sir 
Renard, it's time to uſe all your Curning, 
or „our Skin goes to the Furrier's A: tl. 
taurch Corner was the Srory of the m 
grateful Wolf, to the Crane, who har jig 
with his long Neck and Bill, pufl'd a Bone 
out of his Throat, that ſtick croſs, which 
grievouſly pain'd him, and had certai:!y 
,i11'd him; he not only refus'd Sir. G7 
the Crain, his Reward, but ſcoſſi-gly to 
him, It was well he eſcapetl with _ 
lince when his Head was in his Mouth, 
was in his Power to have bit it off; * 
ſince he was ſo kind as not to do it, he 
ought to take that for Satsfaction: which 
proves his high Ingratitude, not onlv to 
the Crane, but to me who have done him 
much good. Theſe, and a number more, 
were che Devices that beautified this ſtate- 
| ly Jewel, which makes me ſhed Tears for 
| its Loſs, ſince, with ſuch Care, I rook i; 
from the reſt of my Father's Treaſure, to 
preſerve it for your Majeſty: And one 
thing more there is that much troubles me, 
which is, That your Majeſty ſhou'd ſay, 
Tnat neitner my Father nor myſelf have 


Gone 
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done any: Good, but been troubleſome to 
the Court: Remember, I beſcech you, 
when you were young, how your Royal 
Father, lying on a Jaygut hing Bed, deſpair- 
ng ct Lite my Father came from his ſtudy- 
ing Phyſick at Montpelier, and coming into 
the Rirg's Preſence, he ſaid, Ah! R R nord, 
Jam grievous lick, and muſt die, unte's 
your Learning and *kill in Phyſick can find 
a Remedy, 

Let not my Lord ſay ſo, replicd he, then 
feeling his Pulſe, and viewing his Urine he 
found” it was a Pleurifie, and might be 
cur'd, by eating the Li er of a Wolf of 
even Years growth This, -I{.rims Father 
hearing began to tremble; bur the languiſh- 
ng King caſting his Eyes on him, ſaid, Sir 
lei m, you hear this, and Iam (611 ry it falls 
on yon, yet, for t! e Publick Gocd, you 
muſt not value your Life, ſince in mine the 
whole Common-wealth is ſo nearly con- 
cern'd. 

Then the Wolf began to excuſe it, ſaying, 
He was not meant by t, for he was but fi: e 
lears old, 

However, ſaid my Packer, that matters 
Not, let me ſee the Liver, and then I can 
tell whether it will fit or not. 

So the Wolf was ſlain by the King's Cook, 


his 


Wolf preſent, and I, had kill'd a fat Swine, 
you and your Queen came very hungry out 
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his Liver taken out and dreſs'd, and there-fſſ tai 
upon your Father recover d his Health I po 
and liv'd many Tears; tho' perhaps yourſ Tl 
Highneſs was ſo young then, that this Paſ-ſſſ to 
ſage is ſlipp'd out of your Memory; tho T. 
my Father was honoured for this with afff ple 


i Gold Chain and Medal, which | yet have, Fla 


Nay as for my own part, I may boaſl of 
ſome little Service done to your Majeſty; 
ycu may well remember, how when this 


of the Foreſt, where you had been tak ing che 
Air, and demanded a Share, but Irin 
grumbl'd, and would allow you none offf mu; 
his Part; however, I beſtowed mine onffl for 


you freely; but that not ſufficing, you de. you 


manded ſome of his, which he was cor you 
veying away, and for his Refuſal gave hin and 


ſuch a Blow with your Royal Paw, ing 


terch'd the Skin over his Ears, and then Wit 
compelled him to hunt for more; when I I m 
going with him, we ſcon found a fat Cali cen 
and brought it to you, and it being my U 
Lot to divide it, I gave half to the Quea ret y 
and half to you; the Intrails I ſent to the his! 


Princes your Children, giving the Wolf on Jſorr 


ly the Head, and being myſelf contentedſ but 


wich the Feet, which made you ask, Wo Je-. 


taught 
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taught you to divide ſo well? To which, 
pointing at the Wolf's Ears, I replied, 
That Fxample before me made me ſee how 
to behave my ſeif towards my Bettcrs. 
This you applauded, and was very much 
pleas'd at what I had done; but now, by 
Flatterers and Upſtaxts, all my paſt Servi- 


ces are forgotten, and I am trampled on, | 


who having done well, whilſt they for do- 
ing wickedly, are exalted: There was a 
time that nothing was done without my 
Ad vice, but that is paſt, and I mult be con- 
tent with my Suftterings. | 

Well, replied the King, grieve not ſo 
much Sir R:ynard, for that Day mny be re- 
ſtored, if you behave yourſelf as becomes 
your Biith ; I have nothing more to lay to 
your Charge, but Keyward's Deach, and 
and the Diſgrace you put upon me in do- 
ing it; but Bellin being executed, and no 
Witneſs to prove it, as to Matter of Fact, 
I mult take your Word that you are inno- 
cent, and acquit you, 


Upon this the Fox fell on his Knees, and 


returned him hearty Thanks; vowing, by 
his Holineſs's Toe, none con!d be more 
ſorry than he for the Death of the Harc : 
but more particularly for the Lols of the 
Jewels, which, he ſaid, the treacherons 

: Ram 
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who knows how to blow with all Winds, he we! 


98 The Hiſtory of Reynard the Fox, 
Ram had embezelled; but - that Sear 
ſhould be made for 'em in all Parts of th 
World, both by Art Magick and ſtrict 5 
quiry ; which highly pleas 'd the King 
ueen ; ſo that the Fox was diſmif? 45 tc 
take his Repoſe, and make merry with his 
Friends; whilſt the King conſulted What 
mould be done for hin. 


The Moral.] The Relution the Fox malt. 
of the Jewels, which he knew would be Baits 
a covetous Mind, ſhews a cunning Difſemblcr 


knew if this gained Beli:f, his Tatention of feud 
Tug eim to their Majeſties would gain his Pardin 
which he fancied his ſeeming Sorrow wou'd w 
on em, upon their Loſs, and that his inculcatin 
to the King, his Father's, and his owa Service 
would much further it; which indeed, is th 
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How the Fox made his Peace with tho Ring; aud 
how he was complained againlt by the Hol, 
whereupon they exchanz: d Gloves, in or der to 


try their Ianucence by Combat, 


+ 
3 


| 
HE Fox at this unexpected Deliverance, 
and Hopes of Advantage, was ex- 
cecding joyful, laughing his Enemics to 
corn; which ſo enrag'd the Wol?f, thic ne 
reſolved to lay new Accuſations io big 
Charge; and therefore when he was cli 
into the , he ſtood up and craiv'il 
» nich bein” granted, O mt 
ferm. i it bite Four all 
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| looks ſo demure, lately raviſh'd my Wife; 


10 The Hiſtery of Reynard the Fox. 
dom ſhould again be deceiv'd by this Tray- 
tor, compoſed of all Falſhoods and Deceits, 

to whoſe Oath there is no Credit to be gi- 

ven: This Villian, notwithſtand ing he now 


and put us both in Danger of our Lives: 
for perſwading her to take Fiſh with her 
Tail, whilſt ſhe, ſilly Soul, ſtaid ſo long in 
a froſty Morning till it was frozen in, he 
leap'd upon her and raviſh'd her before my 
Face, I being then at a Diſtance from him; 
but upon my Approach he ran away, aud 
raiſed the Village upon us, ſo that we were 
deſperately wounded, and ſhe freed trom 
the Ice, with the Loſs of four Inches of her 
+ - 8 by 
To this the Fox replied, My Lord, It is 
altogether Untruth as to any Rape; 
taught her indeed to catch Fiſh, and fb: 
caught a great Number; bur ſhe over 
greedy, ſtaid too long, till ſhe was trezc! 
in, then ſhe call'd me to help her out, 
which Ilabourꝰd to do with all myStreng th, 
but he, over - jealous of her, ſeeing me at & 
diſtance, ſuppos'd me over-familiar wir 
her; to avoid whoſe Fury, I retired ; then 
they ran howling about the Fields to cat) 
em a Hear, which made the People come 
out armed in Purſuit of 'em. 4 my 
or 
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Lord is the Truth, and Truth is the Badge 
of our Family; which in eight Days Fil} } 
prove by ſufficient Witneſſes. '1 
Then ſaid Dame Ar ſeuind, O thou diſ- 
ſembling Villian! this is not only true, but 
more; for find ing you once in a Well, got 
down in a Bucket, J ask'd what you was 
doing 2 and you replicd, you had there : 
* found ſo many Fiſh, that you had almoſt 
broke your Belly with 'em, and yet great: |} 
n aore was remaining; then ſaid I, Renard, 
me how may I come to help you to devour |} 
ng em? O Aunt, ſaid you, get into the other 
— Bucket, which is aloft, and you will be - 
de preſently with me; ſo I leap'd in, when by 
my Weight I deſcended, and you aſcend- 
- i% Jing got out; then with Taunts and Jears,- | 
; | you left me there, where I narrowly eſcap- | 
e Jed with Life, being found half ſtarved by | 
* the Swains, that came to draw Water for 
e their Sheep, who miſerably beat me. 
Why Aunt, replied the Fox, if this be 
„tue, it was but Self- preſervation, and there 
is no Mortal, I think, but would frec nim- 
a ſeif from Trouble, when it lies in his Pow- 
* er to accompliſh it ; beſides, you were more 
* able to bear the Stroaks than I, being both 
„ feeble and tender: In this IT have taught 
vou that Wit, never to truſt Friendſhip too 
. E. 3 far, 
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JE FOX, 


far, before you have tried it, leſt you re- 
peut your Credulity too late. 


umph over my Wife's W. 'eakncls, tho” it be- 
comes you not; but do you remember, Var- 
let, how you ſerv'd me with the She- Ap e? 
| I remember, replyed the Fox, ſhe gait 
| _ due Correction tor your Sawetgeſs and 
Hrutality; and, if vou pleaſe, I will relat 
A Story before this noble Aitlemoly, 

With all my Heart, ſaid Iſorim, if you 
will ſpeak Truth. 

Fear it not, ſaid the Fox; And thus my 
gracious Lord, it happen d, As I was 
ranging the Woods, Iarim found me, com 
plain ing of Hun- er, asking me if I had any 


for him ; forche is naturally lazy of himſelf, 
ard will rather undergo the Hizard of ſtar⸗ 
ving, than labour, as other Creatures do 
for their Food: I told him, at that time 
J could not, and fo we travell'd together 
In various Diſcourſes, till we heard a great 
— daing 12 a Hole, under a Tuft of Buſhes, 
where JL imagin'd there might be ſome Prey; 
thereupon defired him to go in, by reaſon 
3 his great Strength, to ſeize it, 


| a. raid lealt Serpents ſhould Turk there ; but 


Well, Villian, ſaid Iigrim, you may tri- 


| Thing to give him, or could ſet any Prey 


but he 
framed Courteſie with me, ſaying, He w 2s 
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being wiſe and ſubtle, might better a- 
oid the Danger, and he would ſtay * 
returned to give him an Account; ſo, t 
pleaſe him, I ventur'd, and found 8 4 
monſtrous She-ape with her Young, the ug- 
glieft that ever I beheld, the Place ſtunk 
z ominably with their Piſs and. rotten Lit- 
ter they lay on; yet being willing to plea- 
ire him with Food, of which T ſaw great 
tore I ſpoke her very fair, calling her Aunt 
tho indeed, none but N. of that 
Kind is my Annt, ſaying, Much Joy to 
vou and my fair C ouſins, your Children; 
would have viſited you ſooner had I 
:nown of your Lying in. 
Truely, Reynard, replyed ſhe, I am ſor- 
ry you find me no better provided; but to 
ſuch as I have you are heartily welcome. 
Then ſhe ſet before me Venſion, and o- 
ther Proviſions, on which I ſeemed hearti- 
iy to feed, the better to pleaſe her, tho” 
indeed, the Stench had much impaired my } 
Appetite: Then ſaid ſhe, Nephew, I am 
glad you are come, being the worthieſt and 
wiſeſt Gentleman in the King? s Dominions, 
tat I may recommend the Care of my 
Children to you, to be train'd up in ver- 
tuous and induſtrious Ways, that they may 
now how to live, and behave themſelves 


ia 
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in the World with Credit. 

I told her I would do any thing for her, R 
and the good of my young Coulins at my t 
next Viſit, which ſhould be very ſhortly ; T 
ſo being willing to be our of this noiſom le. 
Place, I made my Compliment of Leave; Iſl 2" 
but ſhe forc'd upon me a fide of Veniſon, ||| 1 
to carry to my Wife, which when I came 40 
ont, I gave to the Wolf who lay howling t 
under a Tree for Meat; but that not halt || fo 
ſufficing him, he ask'd if there were any I ©" 
more in the Place? I told him there was, 
and he might have it, if he could diſſemble he 
and give ſmooth Words; O, ſaid he, let ih 
me alone for that: and ſo he grecdily en- 
ter'd, yet he had not long been there, but let 
J heard him how] moſt terribly, and ſoon K 
| after he came ruſhing out, with his Ear: | 'Þ 
bloody, and his Skin torn in many Parts; Sf 
bor, it ſeems, he had not only reproach'd fe 
her with her own and her Youngs Ugl in- fs hi 
but went to take away her Meat by force. 
| wherefore they all fell upon him, and uſed ſh 
im as he deſerv'd, ſor ſo ill timing his If; 
| brutiſh Language, fince he ought to know || G 
according to the old Proverb, That how | © 

| deformed ſaever they be, each one eſteems K 
her own the faireſt. This my Lord, is the be 
[Tluth of the Matter, and if he can deny 
W jc, Jer him ſpeab. The 
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The Wolf hearing this, fell into a great 
ier, Rage, (for indeed he had been betray'd in- 
my || to that Place by Reynard) ſaying, Thou 
ly; I Tray tor, this, as all the reſt thou haſt al- 
om || ledged, is utterly falſe; and to juſtifſie it, 
re; aud that thou art the baſeſt of all Traytors, 
on, | 1 will prove upon thy Body by Combat, 
me || according as the Laws direct: in Confirma- 
ng tion whereof, I throw down my Gage be- 
alt fore the King, if thou dareſt take it up to 
ny anſwer me. | 
The Fox doubting his Strength, knew | 
dle not what to think of it: yer conſidering | 
jet the Wolt's Claws, ſince the laſt ſtripping, | 
n- || were not grown again, and contemning to 
vr let his Courage fall before ſo many of his | 
on | Kindred ; and that what he had ſaid might 
thereupon be ſuſpected, he recollected his 
Spirits, and ſtarting up, ſaid, Whoſoever 
1 | accuſed him as a Traytor, was a Liar to 
8 his Face, and he would prove it upon his 
- | Body by Arms, when, or whereſoever he 
4 | ſhould be required to it, That do], ſaid } 
Ifrim. Then there, ſaid the Fox, is my 
x | Gage to anſwer thee. Theſe being mu- 
u. | tually exchanged, were deliver'd; to the 
.s King, whoallow'd the Combate to be the 
e next Day, and took Sureties of em for the 
performing it. [ 


, 
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Dame Rukenaw underſtanding this, came 
to the Fox, and drawing him aſide, after 
Me had commended his Courage, as a 
Grace to his Family, who had been valiant, 
doing many brave exploits in Arms, at 
home and abroad, ſhe proceeded to give 
kim ſome Council as to this particular Af- 
fair, ſaying, Good Nephew, be attentive 
ro wy Advice, and then the Wolf ſhall not 
rrevail againlt you E: 
Dear Aunt, replyed Reynard, your Lore 
ar d wiſe Councils have always been ſo a— 
vailable to me, that I ſhall not forget the 
caſt of your Inſtructions, but, to the ut- 
moſt, put in Practice whatſoever you deſire, 
Then ſhe proceeded in this manner. 
You mult, to make you the nimbler, 
and not to be laid hold on, have all yout 
Hair ſhav'd oft, except that on the Tail, 
which you ſhall reſerve to offend your Enc- 
my; then I will fleek you over with an 
Qintment that ſhall harden your Skin, and 
yet make it ſo flick, that he can never lay 
hold of you. 
This being done, Reynard look'd very 
airy and gay, and fo he went to Bed, in 
great Hopes of obtaining the Victory: Man) 
atherAdvices ſhe gave him, too tedious her 
to mention, and not much to the purpol; 
0 


2 


2 


2 


ume of th Hiſtory; but one among the reſt, 
ter was, That the next Morning he ſhould 
5 a drink ſtoutly, the better to expel any Feat; 
int, and co piſs upon his Tail, and ſprinkle it as 
ar he ſaw orcaſion, thereby ro blind the Wolf, 
zive and hinder his Purſuit, For this the Fox. | 
Al- gave her infinite "Thanks, and kept her 
tire Councils in his Mind, as reſolving to put 
not 'em in Practice. 
| He ſlept little that Night for thinking of 
ore his next Day's Enterprize ; but the Wolf 
a- ſlept ſoundly, as fancying himſelf ſure of. 
the ſl the Victory; by which we may (te how 
ut- Men are often diſappointed of their Ex- 
ire, pectations. In the Morning his Kinſman 
the Otter came to him, and brought him 
ler, a young Duck, ſaying, Take good Heart,, 
out and eat this to ſtrengthen you, for great is 
ail, your Undertaking, and requires your utmolt4 
ne- Strength and Policy to acquir yourſelf nobly 
anſl It hank vou for your preſent Advice, ſaid 
and} the Fox, and ſo they breakfaſted together. 


Moral.] By th- e' Complaint, is ſhewedlf 
"ell an inſatiable Thirſt of Revenge for Injuries done 
inf him. By the Fox's accepting the Challenge, de- 
am notes, that politick Men, tho' weak, are in Ex2 
pectation to overcome the Strong, that: are given 
up to unadviſed Raſhneſs, The She-wolf's Mis 

g 5 3 fortune 
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| fortunes, denotes, Covetouſneſs brings Danger, 
| The Fox's Eſcape that »way, Self-preſervation. 
And the She- Ape's Cave, that gogd Words are 


bitter thau bad. 


CAP. VIII. 

Hou the Fix. entered into Combate with ths 
| Wolf, and overcome him : And how thereupon 
| be was advanc'd by the King to many Honours. 
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A Fter this Refreſhment, Reynard went, 
f attended by a great number of his 
I insfolks, to enter the Liſts, where the 
KV olt ſtood raving, and accuſing him as a 
WI raytor; and tho' he had accepted the 
Fbhallenge, he was ſo guilty he durſt not ap- 
1 5 Pear ; 
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middle gf his Face, whereupon his Eye 
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bear; but when they ſaw him marching very 
ſtately in that Trim, they ſtar'd on him; 
where upon the King ſaid, Renard, I ſee 
ou more regard your Safety than your fine 
Apparel. But he only made his Obey- 
lance and paſs'd on; then entering the Liſt, 
they were both ſworn by the Libard, ap- 
pointed Marſhal of the Field, that their 
Cauſes were right and juſt ; and every one, 
on pain of Death, except the Combatants, 
to avoid the Liſt : And now the King, 
Queen, and Nobles, having taken their 
places, the Trumpets ſounded the Signal 
to begin the Combare. 
Upon this the Wolt came towards the 
Fox with open Mouth and extended Paws, 
as if he would immediately have devour'd 
him; but Reynard nimbly leap'd between 
his Legs, and when he tura'd again upon 
him, he pifs'd on his Tail, and daſh'd it in 
his Eyes, which ſo blinded him, that it“ 
kindred his Purſuit, and in the next Courſe {| 
he caſt up the Sand with his Hind-teet, | 
which ſticking to the Urine, put him to 
more Pain, which. whilſt he was clearing, | 
he ſprang upon him, and with his Claws | 
tore the Skin of his Eye-brow down to the 


hung out, ang Blood flow'd Facecdivgly 3 q 
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but this enrag'd Sir rm the more, fo that 
| violently falling upon lum, he ruſh'd him 

to the Ground, and hilft he laboured to 
get from under him, be catch one of Rey- 
nard's Feet in his Mouth, whereupon he 
cry'd out, Now Traytor, chou are at my 
Mercy, confeſs thy Sins, and all rhe Injuries 
done to me. betur: thou dycit, tor now 
thy End 1s come. 

Tac Fox finding himſelf in this pitcous 
Plight, betook him to his Difimulation, 
humbly buiceching Mercy, and tor ſpair- 
ing his Lift, bimic't, his Family, and whole 
Eſtate ſhould be at his Service, to difpoſe 
of as he pleas'd ; that he would freely con- 
feſs his Guilt, and be at his Command to 
bring him Proviſions at all times; that he 
was ſorry he had undertaken the Combate 
againſt him. 1 

O thou baſe Diſfembler, replied the Wolf, 
theſe fair Speeches are made only to eſcape 
from the Advantage have over you, and 
then you will ſing a new Song to my Dii- 
grace; but I have been too often deceiv'c, 


eeer to truſt you more; but will now take 


myRevenge at full, for- the Injuries done 
to my Wife and myſelf, which cry aloud 
for Vengeance, | 33 

Reynard perceiving thete was no good tc 


275 


tory, they tor the molt part would have 


be done by Flattery, had, by this time, 
bethought himſelt ot a Stratagem; and 
thereupon, putting down his other Foot 
between the Wolt's Legs, he catch'd him 
faſt hold by the Stones, ahd made him howl 
in a lamentable manner, ſo that the Fox 
had an Opportunity to free his other Foot, 
when leapiag upon him, he drag'd him a- 
bout the Liſt, as 0n2 half dead, biting and 
taring him in divers places; ſo that his 
Friends beholding in what a ſad condition 
he was, petirion'd the King to cauſe the 
Combar to ceaſe, and take it into his own 
Hands for the Deciſion ; of which he ac- 
cepted, as being unwilling to loſe the Lives 
of either of his Subjects. Then the Marſhal } 
went to Reynard, and told him, The King 
would ſpeak with him; and he muſt, upon 
pain of high. Diſpleaſure, deſiſt from any 
further Violence towards the Wolf, for he 
would, no doubt, decree him the Victory. 
My Lord, ſaid Reynard, whatever the 
King pleaſes to command, I yield ready} 
Obedience to. All his Kindred. came run- 
ning to him, and proffered their humble 
Service; nay, happy was he that could be 
own'd by him, as knowing he wasnow on 
the riſing Ground; if he had loſt the Vic- 
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Ti2 Ihe Hifcory of Reynard ie Fox. 
diſown'd him to be any of their Relations: 
For ſuch is theFaſhion of this World, ever t0 
adore the Riſing ſun; nay, many cmbrac'd 
him with diſſembling Affection, and elaim- 
ed Kindred of him, who before was his 
Enemies: ſo much the Terror of this 
wrought in their Minds: And thus with 
a ſtately Train- of about a hundred, or 
more, he preſented himſelf before the King, 
falling on his Knees ; but the King com- 
manded him toriſeup, ſaying, Reynard, you 
have cauſe to rejoyce at this Victory you 


have obtain'd, contrary to my Expectati. 


ons, in which you have won much Re- 
nown ; therefore ſeeing Right and Juſtice 
declare on your ſide, I acquit you of all 
things laid to your Charge, by Merim, or 
any other; and as ſoon as his Wounds are 
curd, he ſhall be try'd, if you pleaſe. 
Upon this the Fox replied, My Gracie 
Lord, I have no Malice againſt him, but hist6 


mme has brought him to deſerved Puniſhment ; jt, 


if your Majeſty pleaſes, I can freely pardon him, 
and theſe my Enemies that ſtand about jou, 


i who fided with him when in great Favour with 
your Majeſty, and could raiſe them to Promotion; 
but now they forink from him, and are aſhan d 


to own him; they er like the Kennel of Hound, 


who waited for one bold Hound, who went inte 
| | . 
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ons Lord's Kitchen to ſteal Proviſion, he came out, 
4 0 indeed, with a fair Rib of Beef, but the Cook 
ac d tunmming after him, threw ſcalding Water on 
im- bin, that took off his Hair behiad, which they, 
his, firſt, not eſpying, began to praiſe him ſor his 
this Venterfomeneſs, but Jering how he had ſuffered, 
with they lunk away from him, and would no more 
» CU idmit him into their Company, leſt they ſhould 
Ing, er ved in the like manner for partaking with 
OM-Whinm, Theſe, in hke manner have left the Wolf 
vou bi; Extremity, whom I, tho be is my cruel- 

YOUR? Enemy pity. | 
at Tbis diſſembling of the Fox gain'd much 
Re-YApplauſe, ſo that he was immediately con- 
ſticeſqucted to the Court, where a noble Feaſt 
allſwvas prepared for him, with Muſick and 
ol Rejoycing, every one praiſing and extolling 
are him for his fortunate Victory: So that now 
from the Depth of Miſery, he was riſing 
cc to the Pinacle of Honour, every one croud- 
11S: to offer their Service to him. Then 
)®, was he exalted on the King's right Hand, 
im, ho ſaid, Reynard, I expect now you ſhoa!ld 
19 Eitedfaſtly keep your Allegiance, and let not 
with ny Ears be fill d with any more Complaints 
10% Hof yon, then ſhall you always .govern in 
wi this high Station, and I will be guided by 
ndfyour Wiſdom ; whilſt, at my expreſs Com- 
4 mand, all the Beaſts of the Foreit bow as 
| you 
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vou; _ oy el m, and if any do 50 Injury, 


chief Juſtice o: ill my Teritories. 

Rejnacd's N. ndred; as well as himſelf, 
upon hearing this, return'd the King 
nm Thanks; wh tod 'em, it was much ſhort 
of what he int nded to do for him; de— 
firing 'em to 2dinonith him, when they ſaw 
him forget himſelf, as to be inclinable to 


do for herſelf, and all the rcſt ; ſaying, She 
: | ſhould fail in any thing he had promis'd. 


Then ſaid the Fox, My moſt Gracious Lord, 
Wil 7 am aliogether en of the Hononuys you 


Wy zcver be wanting, either to Adviſe or Counter- 
Plot your Enemies. This ſaid, upon leave 


Mlepa: dus. 
{ 1 Bear, Cat, and Dame A: ſewind, remov'd 


the Wolf out of the Field, he being, thro' 
Pain, in a deadly Swound, and laying him 


no wn came to his Senſes, and es 
bre 


red 


I will hionly reveage it: So appoint you. 


go aſtray; which the he- Ape underiook to 


and all the reſt would renounce him 1t he 


Have heated on me; yet will I make it the whole 
Wl /tudy and buf? neſs of mv Life, in ſome meaſure, 
0 deſerve em; my Council and Di igence ſhall 


given, departed with all his Kindred for 


eou: 
Ing! 
he | 
10 
mo 
en 

unk 
fun 
ere 
ant 
Hou 
zer, 

e W 


Whilſt che Fox was ed to the King, the e 


on clean Litter, dreſs'd his Wounds, and 
ſent for Cord ials that reviv'd him; but he 


Itarn 


of H. 


our 
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IV he. 
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1 


couſly, not ſo much for the #mart and 


ed 


eFH — 
led what had happen'd, but he howl'd pi- 
Inguiſh he felt, tho' it was great, as for 
he Diſgrace he had ſuffer'd, and that he 
ww his Friends, who flatter'd him in his 


roſperous Eſtate, had moit of 'em forfa- 


en him, and gone over to the Fox, as 
hokins with him to be in the warmer 
un: However, 
ere a bout him comforted him in the beſt 
nanner, and carried him into his own 
Houle, putting him to Bed in a high Fe- 


er, occahon'd by his Woutds ; of which 


ie was 1001. recorer'd, but, at the Fox's 
aſtigatiou' he was baniſh'd into Trdland, 
with his Wife and Children, in which Coun- 
ty, he and his Generation have cver ſince 
gone howling about the Bogs, Woods and 


Mountains, often ſcaring poor Teague out 


of his Senſes. 


Renard, as J have ſaid, being on his way 
tome ward with a numerous Train of his 
kindred, with a Promiſe ſpeedily to re— 
urn to Court ; they petition'd for Places 


of Honour and Truſt under him; to which, 
Courtier-like, he made 'em a world of fair 


| 1 
Promiſes, more than cver he peiformid : 
hen he came in ſizht of his Callle, he ſaw 


is Wife aud Children 


thoſe few Friends that 


ſtanding ar the Gate, 
Who 


1 


i 
| 
[ 
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' 
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who were overjoy'd at his return, ard 
haſted to meet him, embracing and wel- 
coming nim and all his Friends ; Then hc 
told his Wife of his Succeſs, and the King's 
Favour to him; how he was advanced 20 
the Height of all Honours, to raiſe up ald 
pull down who he pleaſed ; commanding 
her inſtantly to prepare a ſumptuous Ban- 
quet; which the She-Ape, and ſome o- 
thers help'd her to do, the Task being too 
great for her alone. 

In two Hours time the Table was ſpread, 
with Fowl, Fiſh, and Fruit of all ſorts; to 


Day, and lay there all Night; and the 

next Morning Reynard, by the Power the 
King had given him, Knighted his two 

Sons, Roſſel and Reynardine; and in Hon- 
S our of their Adiancement, prepared ano- 
ther ſtately Banquet, and then diſmiſed all 
thoſe that came with him: And thus be- 
ing high advanced, he kept his Sta tion in 
W ſpite of his Enemies, gathering great 
W Wealth, and highly advancing his a 
living many Years in much Fame and Re- 
nown; in which I leave him, and conclude 
the Subject Hiſtory of this Book, which 
if well regarded, may not only prove 


| which Rqnard bid his Friends heartily wel- 
| come, So they feaſted _—_— all that 


pleaſant, but very profitable to the Reader. 
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Moral.] Th: NWO, Fury here, ſignifies a 

Man deſperately bent on Revenge, ſo that his 


Rage makes him blind, and ca: cleſ* of his Sa- 


fty, whereby be lies unguaruea for his Enemies, 
who cunningly take advantage over him; which, 
had he ſtood upon better C:tftae: ation defended, 
they could nut have dene. The Fox uſing his 
Tail, ſhews that Policy often &verc:mes Strength. 
By the olf's catching him by the Foot, is noted, 
hw many Men, not knowing how to make uſe of 
their Advantage, overſlip it to their Misſortune. 
By the Fox's Advancement, we ſee Power comes 


wiftly when leaſt expected. And by the Beaſts 


ing with him, ſhews us, that Pear or Hepes 
of Riches will bring ouer even our Enemies to our 
fd: ; yet ought we not to rely on ſuch, longer than 
ar Proſperity laſts. By the Wolf's being leſt 
by a) but a few, «fignifies, that none but Relati- 
0s, or near Friends, who have a Feeling in our 
rings, will Band by us in the Storms of Ad- 
ber ty. Nom the Beaſts Submiſſion and Ear- 
1e, to make Peace with the Fox, we learn, 
that tho” our fiding with a miſerable Purty, or 
Cauſo, be never ſo juſt, it is better to forego it, 
id endeavour a Reconciliation, when we have 
do with a powerful Adver ſary. 


The End of the Firk Part, 
The 
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were liſt, Roflel Hain with the Combat the 
between the Bear, Panther aud Tyzer, aba ( 
the Spoil, &c. * 
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NC. | the King, having private Inte!ligen:e, by 
means of the Brock, that th: Cheats and 
* ra he had put upon the Royal Lion 
c diſcovered, he proclaimed a Tray tor, 
— — great Preparations made to apprehend 
him ; doubting his Satety_in the Caſtle of 
„„ Matepardusr, and being grown aged, and 
7th Li ur fic for Travel, called to bim R 
„u and Raſſel, his two Sons, to whom he com- 
Arch municated the State of his Aſſaits, bidding 
N them take Laprel the Coney with ther, for 
a9 a Guide, and carry his Treaſure with them 
into the Foreſt of Lengwood, and there hide 
it in the Cave Laprel would ſhew them, and 
r.main there to expect the Event of his 
Fortune: and to prevent 2 Diſccvery, they 
mould ill the Coney as ſoon as the Treaſure 
was fately ſlowed : So delivering to them 
his Riches, and icnding ſome Servants with 
them to carry it to the Confines of the Fo 
reit ; the Sun was no ſooner ſet, but they 
depacced with Tears, which prel 19ed they 
mould never ſee each other more. 
J Reypnurd's two Sons had no ſooner left 
I hit, but his Caſtle was beſieged by the 
| comm: of the Lion, and all his ſtartin g- 
1. holes fo o g guarded, that attempt ing 
in b to make = Eſcape, he was caught by Sir 
WY Bruin the | Bear „ his mortal Enemy, and 
"mm dragged 


—— — 
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dragged to the Court, where the Lion gland 
ving free Licenſe to all that would, to Ithin 
bring their Accuſations againſt him, ſuch [ſoo! 
great Numbers, whom he had injuried ap- ſof t! 
peared, and their Complaints were {IProl 
grievous, and apparently proved, that theſneve 
Savage King, without giving him leave tying 
make his Defenee as he had formerly done, [bro 
leaſt his Flat: cries ſhould again make him For- 
relent ta pardon him, ordered him imme-Iſolve 
diately tobe hanged ; appoin.ing the Wolf]ther: 
his Executioner, And thus ended Reznard([live i 
the Fox after all his Cunning and Policesſtheit 
his Days by an untimely Death; whichJnour 
ſhews, however Men may flatter themſelve, fand 
there is no State, how great ſo ever, orſthey 
cunaingly ſupported, certain upon Earth. who 
Now whilſt theſe things paſſed, Rey nards Fath 
Sons had ſent away the Servants, and lodg· dead 
cd their Treaſure only with the help of La- ing v 
rel the Coney, that no more know ing ſeen 
where they had repofed it, it might, 2Trea 
they conceived, be the more aſſuredly ſafe; and « 
the which, when they nad done, the Cor founc 
"ney for his Service de merded his Reward J8e!, 
but inſtead of a Recompeuce, met with]? in 
Death, for, ſurprizingly picking a Quarrel theſe 
with him, on the account his miſtruſting he h: 
their Bounty, they fell u him, flew by art 
| ane 
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and threw his dead Body out of the Cave, 
to thinking themſelves now ſecure, though it 
uch [ſoon proved otherwiſe; for having Notice 
ap- of their Father's Death, and that they were 
ol Proſcribed and Baniſhed on Pain of Dearh 
the lnever to return to their opt: Country, ar- 
e toling leaſt ſome of dhe Servants, who had 
one, brought the Troaſſire ro the Confines of che 
him Foreſt, might glve notice Of it, they re- 
me- ſolved to retnove it to another Foreſt, and 
Volf]there to divide it into two Parcels, and 
nard[live retire, till they could dilyoſe of if io 
ces, their greater Advantageg, in buying ho— 
hichlnourable Places, or in purcnating their Peace 
ive; and Freedom of returning home: But ag 
„ot they were doing this, Cor bant che Rook, 
irth. whoſe Wife, Dame Soarpoeak, Reynard their 
ard Father had ilain, allured by the Scent of the 
odg- dead Coney, came ilying thither, and Know- 
La- ing who they were, ſecreily watched, un- 
wingſe:n to them whither they carried the 
t, as Treaſure ; and then, taking Wing, flew up 
ſafe ; and down the neighbouring Foreſts till he 
Co-|found out Bruin the Bear, Truculem the Ty- 
ard il ger, and Pe ſute the Panther, preparing ear- 
withly in the Morning to ro a Hunting; to 
arrell theſe, with much Joy, he revealed what 
ſting he had ſeen, promiſing them, for a tenth 
him] Part of the Riches, to ſhew them the place 
and F where 


. 


— 
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where it was lodged. 

To this they eaſily and joyful conſented, 
delir!t:2 inſtantly to be conducted thither ; 
Cor baut delayed not to do it, and by that 


time they arrived there, the Sun was ſetting, 


when having pointed to the places, by fly- 
ing with his Beak againſt them, the Bear 
immediately entered Reynardine's Cave, 
which he perceiving, and finding not only 
his Riches, but that alſo his Life would 
become a Prey to that mortal and impla- 
cable Enemy of his Family, if he was ta- 


ken by him, he immediarel bolted through 


a Retreating- hole, and fled with all ſpecd 
poſſible for his ſafety. 

The Bear having ſeized and brought 
forth the Treaſure, he proceeded to Roſſels 


Cave; who upon the Bcar's entering, be- 


ing ot a fiery Temper, and much leſs cun- 
ning than his Brother, reſolved to defend 
his Treaſure, or loſe his Life; ſo flying at 
Sir Bruin with his ſharp Teeth, he caught 


| kim faſt by the Noſe, and bit him ſo grier- 


ouſly, that he roared out terribly ; wherrat 
the Tyger came ruſhing in, and immediace- 


ly flow poor Roſſel, throwing his dead Bo- 


dy ont of the C ve, and removing all the 
Treaſure to a diſtant Foreſt, where they 


fell to ſharing it by Lots, till a rich Crown, 


excecding bright, ſet with Jewels, appear- 


# , 4 * i * w 


ing amongſt the Spoils, every one covet ing 
to have it, and not agreeing, the Contelt 
grew ſo hot, that a bloody Combate en- 
ſued, with wild Uproar and Noiſe, ſo that 
Noble, the Lion Prince, Son to the King, 
being abroad with his Guard taking the 
Air in the Foreſt, hearing it, made thither, 
and ſoon, by his Preſence and Commands, 
parted the Fray; then being inform'd of 
the Cauſe of the ir Difference, he told them, 
he would end the Cauſe of their Strife; and 
ſo taking up the Crown, ſet it on his own 
Head ; none daring to contradict it; tho? 
they flattered him, in hepes to have i a- 
gain, with the preſent of a large Gold | 
Chain, but it proved ineffectual for he car- | 
ried the Crown to the Court, and there Mi 
preſented it tO his Royal Father, as will! 
more fully hereafcer appear. 4 


Moral. ] By Reynard' being taken nt laſt 
and executed, it appears, that tho" evil Men 
may eſcape for a time, Mif. hief will certain- 1 
Iy overtake them in the end. The loſs of the 
Treaſure, ſgniſies, ill got Gains proſper not. 


: 


= 


By the Bear, &c. falling out in dividing the | 
Soil, and the Lion's taking the Crown, eu. 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition will iu the end 
moſt certainly bring both Serrow and Sjrifte. | 
2 _ Crap 


| Cn A p. II. 4: 

Hobo Reynardine, in his Travels, met the 
Brock, and what Council be gave him. How 
the Lion, upon ſeeing the Crown, preſaged 
the Ruin of his Family, which ſo fel! out. 
How the Fox entered into Religious Orders, 
had a hard Pennance ordered him for Thie- 
wing, which made him run away HD he 
preached to a Flick of Geefe, &c. 


JJ Exnandine as is ſaid, * eſcaped with 
Life, thought he bt his Treaſure, flying 
4 many obſcure NPuyc, coming into the King- 
dm of Lalap, there he met with bis Coufis 
Grimvard the Brock, whom he ſaluted, and 
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he | making himjelf known to him, told him of the 
Loſs, aut the Danger he had eſcaped ; deſiring 
ed im to ade him how he might be ſafe ſor the 
it, te. | 
”" To this the Brock replyed, Dear Confin, hon 
al a proper Queſtion ; for this Coumry being 
he | open, and full of People, who take Pleaſure in 
Hunting, and- deſiroying us poor Beaſts, it vill 
be proper I ſhew ver the Holes under Ground 
that you may eſcape upon any Pu ſuit, or elſe, 
your Life will be always in danger. Nay then, 
faid the Fox, I wilh I had not ccme into this 
Country, but ſtill remained amongſt Woods and 
Foreſts, places of ſureſt Retreat ; but being here, 
I now ſubmit to be adviſed and guided by you in 
all things. | | 
Hereupon the Brock ſhewed him many Sculk- 
ing-holes, and places of Retreat: jet Rey- 
nardine, hearing the Cries of Hounds, and 
Shouts of Hunters from many places, began to 
= || tremble, and ſeemed not to like them as ſufficient ? 
. be; time of Danger; and therefore de- 4 


fired his\ Kinſman to think of ſome other way 
Fr his. chntinuing in Safety. Truely, replied 
. | the Brock, I know none, unleſs you will enter 
into Religions Orders; there you may live fat 
and plentifully among the Monks, and Fryers, 
if you can endure the Auſterity of their Lives. 
Alas, ſaid the Fox, hat I will willingly under- 
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zake, rather than be every moment in Jeopardy 
of my Life- 2 7 

Upon this the Brock procured him a Pilgrim's 
Need to pals the better undiſcovered, and bid 
him follow him to the Abby of Manton, where 
ke would interceed withthe Prior to receive him; 
where I muſt leave them on their way, and fol- 
how the young Lion io the Court. 

The yeuns Lion having carried the Crown 
with him, as is jaid, he preſented it to his Fa- 
ther, who looked wilhſully on it, groaned with- 
in himſelf, as calling to mind @ Prophecy, that 


2 ben that Crown [houid be found and preſented 


him, the Day of Death drew near, and ſoon 
after it his Poſterity ſhould utterly fail from the 
| Kingdom ; wherefore he willed him to take it 
rim his ſight, and lock it up in a ſecret place, 
where none might ever ſee it, or come to wear 
it : This the Prince obehed, and ſoon after bis 
FTatlber died, and lie ſucceeded, as his eldeſt Sou, 


Kino of Beaſts; but his Brother Haughty, 


conſpiring with the Bear, Tyger, and Panther, 
flew. him, and ſoon after was ſtain himſelf, and 


o ended that Ruce, as their Father ha predic- 


F 74d. | | 
During theſe Tranſaftions, Reynard ine was 
come to the Monaſtry of Marton, and there ta- 
ng leave of the Brock, went to crave Admit- 


wirce, and made his Apolegy fo well to th Prior, 
2 — 1 that 
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that he was kind!) voceived, aud admitted to 
enter on his. Proo1:29%; wherein be behaved 
himſelf ſo modeftly, aud ſcemingly devout, that 
the Prior lig approved of him, and placed 
bim under the Cook, to jerve in the Kitchen; 
at which he greatly rejoyced, as knowing here he 


hould tuff his Gut well ; but fo many things 


were pilfered and Role, that he accuſing ot hers, 


was himfelf accuſed, who was, indeed the Thief; 


yet he bore it out floutly, till one Day he was. 


catched by the Prior, who watched thro” a pri- 
vate Peep-hele, going off with a whole Carp in 
his Sleeve, yet, upon his Submiſſion, his Pen- 


nance was alloted to faſt two Days, and to live 


in a bacſome Cell, without the Gates of the: 
Monaſtery. 

This hard Uſage ſo angered the Fox, that ſoon: 
after he gave them the flip with his Religious: 
Habit ; but having travelled far, and growing: 
very hungry, at laſt he eſpied a Flock of Geeſe in: 
a Pond, where he could not come at them wit h- 
out fear of drowning, and therefore to decoy them 
n Land, in a demure manner, begins to Preach: 
to them; the filly Geeſe ſeeing him in that Ha- 
bit, and, to appearance, ſo devoutly penitent, 
had no Miſtruſt of him, left the Water, and 
came fooliſhly gaggling round abeut him, deſir ing 
to fee his Book, that they might ſay an Ave 
Maria, which he will:ngly (hewed them; but 
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whilſt they were por ing on it, at two ſuaps he 
bit ¶ tꝛua f their Heads, which fo affrighted 
the other, that they ran ſcreaming into the Pond 
again, and kept themſelves in the Deep, till the) 
faw him greedily gorge his Paunch on their Fel- 
lows Carcaſes. 3 
Well knowing how he ſheuld be pm ſued, as in- 
deed he was, by the Mon ks aud Owners of the 
Geeſe, he left that Province, and returned a- 
gain to Lalap ; there fell to Shriving a pracel of 
Ferrets, for which they were to flea! him a Neff 
of Rabets; after that an Hſs for a Bundle j 
Straw ; but the former was catched by the War- 
riner, and condemned to perpetual Imp: iſoument ; 
and the latter ſoundij drubbed by the Owner «< 
the Straw, upon his entering the- Barn to fetch 
it; whilſt the Rx laughed heartily, to ſee what 
Fools be had made them, and into what Dan* 
ger they were brought ; and after having Shriven 
many 0thers, and got flore of Fogd from them, in 
| promile of Induleenices upon his return from t he 
Pepe. Now as he travelled he met the Brock, 


whom he very kindly ſaluted, telling him all his 
Adventures, and what had befel him from their 
parting, and great was the Rejoycing between 
them ; when travelling onwards, they came t0 
| rhe Palace of Sir Firelapel the Libard, who V/ 
ing fie, and having Notice by his Servant, 
| that a Prieſt approached, deſired he might come 
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in and Confeſ him; when in Confeſſion, he de- 
clared he had been chiefly inſlrumental in bring 
ing Reynard rhe Fox, to the Gallows ; this 
Reynardine ſtomached exceedingly, but conceal'd 
himſelf and his Reſent mens to a fitter Opportu- 


nity, which wrought the Libard's Deſtruttion. 


Going from hence, one Evening, intending to 
rob a Far mer”s Barn of a fat Pullet, the Train 
F his, Gown was catched in a Trap, and upon the 
Alarum it gave, he was forced to leave it behind 


him and flie for his Life, which put an end to 
the Fox's Prieſthord ; who, by that borrowed 
Shape and ſeeming Sandtity, had deluded many 


filly Beaſts. 


Mora). | The Lion's Preſage of Deſtruction 
to his Family on fight of the Crown, ſignifies, 
we ought even to ſhun the fight of things that 
threaten Danger, and may prove fatal to us. 
The.Fox's taking on him a Religious Life, and 


his Proceedings therein, eus how craſty Men, 


under ſuch Pretences, delude the Jonoraut. His 
lofing his Gown, hgnefies, ſuch Deceivers are at 


laſt laid open, and fall idto Diſerace and Con- 
tempt. 
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CEA P. III. 


H ths Fox flying, almiſi ffarved, by a Stra- 
| tage cheats the Wolf of his Prey, then flies; 
aud, by the Advice of the Ape, turning Phy- 
fit ian, poiſons Sir Fireiapel the Libard, to 
revenge his Father's Death ; the Ape is hang d, 
but he flies; and, in Diſguiſe, endeavours, 
by the means of Grimlook the Maſtif, to 
enter the Monaftry of Manton, but is deſ- 
covered by Brindle. 
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[+ "HE Fox had no ſooner left his Religi- 
| | ous Habit, but he became deſpiſed 
Land perſecured by thoſe that had adored 
him in. that D. guiſe; ſo that wanting _ 
nd lat 
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Eſtate to him; for under that he deceived. 


his Gown was ſtolen from him” while he 
laid it aſide to Faſt and Pray; Bur finding 
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tat Morſels they were wont to ſupply him 
withal, he grew in great Diſtreſs and Po- 
verty, much bewailing the loſs of his Gown, 
which, had he kept, would have been an 


hom he fiſkgabut now he was diſpiſed by 
all, and threatned with Death, though he. 
alledged he was their very Prieſt, but that 


this not believed, and fearing in a Mutiny, 
to loſe his Life, he gave thoſe that watched 
him the ſlip, and wandred a long time, 
ſtarved almoſt in the Woods; when rang- 
ing one Morning, he eſpied, from a Hill, 
rim the Wolf, who had juſt killed a Pig; 
the Fox knowing the Enmity between him 
and His Father, ſtood long muſing whether 
he ſhould dare to go to him or not, and: 
beg a Supply; at laſl Neceſſity urged him, 
rather ro hazard, than certainly die. by 
ſtarving ; and ſo, in a moſt humble man- 
ner, though under a crafty Guiſe, ap- 
roached Sir Mrim, and, in a fair Tone, 
ſaid, Dear Couſin, can you tell me where 
a Leech lives, that I may go to. him for 
Phyſick? Couſin me, no Couſins, replied the 
Wol ſternly, I. am no Kin to you, but 
ſcoin yon and all your treacherous Race; 
HM | —__ hows- 
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however, I'll venture ſo much Kindneſs to- 


wards you, to ask you what you ail. 


Alas, ſaid the Fox, meeting with a di- 


licious Booty, I have eaten ſo much, that 
L am even ready to burſt: What dilicious 
Booty was it? ſaid the Wolf; T have been 
hunting all this barren Country o'er and 
could find gothing, but what I ventured 
| my, Life for, in leaping a Stye for this poor 
| Pig, flghting firſt the ſharp-twanged Sow, 
and, cer I could bear it off, the Farmer's 
Men, alarum'd by her Cries, fell on me, 


in my fight, and almoſt broke my Bones; 


and you well know, could I have got any 
| thing elſe, I wou'd not have ventured ſo 
for Swine's Fleſh, which J leaſt of all e- 
| Reem: | | 
Truly, replied Reynardine, the Prey that 
I found, were a couple of fat Lambs, whe- 
ther droped by ſome Cart that were car- 
rying them to Market, or that they had 
| ſtrayed thither, Tknow not: but ſure I 
am, I took them napping and ſlew them 
| both, then dragging them into a dry Ditch, 
under a Quickſet-hedge, ſo I gorged my 
ſelf with their Blood, and ſome of their 
Intrails, that J am ſurfeited Ah, ſaid the 
Wolf ſmiling, Faſting and Action will ſoon 


recover you, without running the Danger 
| | O 1 


had earthed himſelf, 
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of being kill'd by a Phyſician: But Couſin, 
ſaid he, very lovingly embracing him, 
ſeeing you can eat no more of this Prey, 
before it be tainted and ſpoil'd, if you 
will be ſo kind as to direct me to it, you 
will bind me to you for ever, and make | 
me forget all the Wrongs your Father has 
done me, for there is nothing inthe World 
I like berter than Lamb. : # 

The Fox finding he had work*d his Ends, 
directed him to the Place, with all the 
Marks and Tokens where he ſhould find 
this imaginary Prey, about a League diſ- 
tant; the credulous Wolf, not ſcrupling the 
Truth of it, left the Pig half eaten, the Fox 
feigning to ſleep till his return, and poſts 
to the place; in the mean while Reynardine | 
filled his hungry Belly, and then poſted a- 
way with ſpeed, croſſing many Ways, to 


chvoid the Fury of the Wolf, who, having 


in vain ſought for the ſuppoſed Lambs, re- 
turned in great Fury to take Revenge on 
the Fox for deluding ot him, and finding 
he had devonred the Prey he left behind 
him, he howl'd out many greivous Curſes } 
againſt him; but ſearching in all places of 
the neighbouring Foreſt could not find | 
him ; for Reynardine, fearing the Event, 


The 


and relating to him all that had paſſed, 
ſince they parted laſt, deſiring his Council, 
roſome buſineſs whereby he 


to help hyn 
might lain himſelt ; but thinking of 


none, he recommended him to Dame A,. ſe- 


wind the She- Ape, who liv'd in a Cell near 


adjoyning ; ſhe immediately perſwaded 
him to turn Phyſician, ſince Dr. Simpleton, 
the Aſs, had taken up that Profeſſion and 
gotten great Gains by it: And ſo habiting, 
himſelf accordingly, he throve mightily 
upon it, which made Smpleten repine ; but 
the Fox, being much the cunninger, en- 
creaſed in Fame, fo that Sir Firelapel heard 
of it, and ſent for him; but the 1 


Fox, remembring hie Father's Death, ha- 
ving got a grear Reward, gate him ſo 
great a Doſe of Opium, that i made him, 
flecp his laſt; bu ſoon after the Ape and 
he falling out about parting rhe Money, 


ſhe left him, and dif, vered ihe Murder, 


bu not being able to prove it, yet confel- | 
| fg herſelf acceſl iw to it, M was hane'd. 
Then Keynardine choſe Tybert the Cat for 


hs 


34 Te Reynardine the Fox. 
The Fox having ſtaid in the Hole till it 
was dark, knowing the Wolf was then gone 
to reſt, crep out, and poſted with all ſpeed 
to the Province of Ferraria, there, early 
in the Morning, he met Grimbard the Brock, 


him: the kindneſs to focak to the Prior 
| and: 
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his Aſſociate, and got great Gains by it; 
ſo that Simpleton the Als finding him ſelf diſ- 
parag'd by this new Doctor, who pretend- 
ed he came from a far Country, and his 
Trade falling off, in diſpair hang'd himſelf, 
at which the Fox la ght heartily, as now 


having all in his own Hands, ſo that he. 


got great Gains ; but being diſcovered not 
to be Doctor Pedanto, as he gave out he 


was, but Reynardine the Fox, being in the 


midſt of ail his Pride and Sncc<(s, look'd 
on as an Impoſture and Cheat, notice was 
give of it to the King, ſo that he was pro- 


claimed a Traytor, for now the Murder of 


Sir Firelapel appeared againſt him; and in 
flying to Manton he was, by the way, fer 
upon and robbed of all his Treaſure, be- 
coming again very Poor, ſo that to free 
himſelf from the Danger that threatned, 


he procured a Mountebank to cut off his 


Ears and Tail, ſo that being altoget er 
diſguiſed, he hoped to get into the Mona- 
ſtery again, from whence you have heard 
he fled; 

Coming near to the Monaſtery, he met 


Grimlook the Maſtiff, whom he knew to have | 


been Porter of the Gate when he left the 


place: him he ſalutes. and entreatst do | 
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and Senior Monks, that he might be ad- 
mitted ; to this Grimlos told him, he 
could not, for he was our of his Place, but 
he would recommend him to his Couſin 
Brindle, who was then Porter. This he 
did, but though Reynar dine had changed 
his Name to Shifter, Brindle knew him, 
tho' he {aid nothing, and promiſed to do 
what had been propoſed, bur fearing at 


laſt jt was a Plot between Erimloo and 


the Fox, ro work him out of his Place, he 
diſcovered all to the Prior, who not only 
refuſed Reynardine's Admittance, but for 
ever baniſhed Grimlok for having any en- 
trance into the Monaſtery, which before 
he had, by a private Hole, which on this 


; occaſion was ſtopped up. 


Moral.] The Fox being deſpiſed upon the Loſs 
of his Religious Habit. ſbeus, that Hypocrites 
and Diſſemblers when fcund out, are hated, tho 
never ſo much praiſed before. His cheating the 
Wolf, hews, that Policy in many caſes, is more 


| advantageous than Strength. His turning Phy- 
fictau, denotes, how eaſily People are to be de- 
luded by fair Pretences. 


CaAp. 
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he was preferred to that Place, uſing great 
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How the Fox is the Habit of a Stranger, en- 
tert arned by Loed Verſute the Panther, and 
by what mean, be poiſoned him, to revenge 
his Brother's Death; and then, for the diſ- 
Jembling Sorrow he expreſſed, the Ring made 
him one of his Purveyors, How, teft he ſhould 
be diſcovered, he made away the Brock, the 
Cat, and Grimlook the Maſtiff. How be 


71s known by Brindle, and accuſed to the 
King, &c. | | 


N now again put to his Shifts, 
gets privately into the Foreſt of Fer- 
raria, and putting on a caſt Habit he found 
there, went ro the Palace of the Lord Ver- 
ſate che Panther, and by many fair Words, 
got to be entertained in his Service, pre- 
tended he was a Stranger well born, but 
travelling, had been robbed ot all his 
Wealch; telling th:m many ſtrange Stories 
of his Travels, partly true and partly falſe, 
too tedious here to be recited; and here 
the better to diſguiſe himſelf, he went by 
the Name Crabren, and ſo inſinuated into 
the Panther's Favour, that his chief Ser- 
vant, who waired on him, being c:11'd to 
ſerve the King in a very eminent Station, 


Dili- 
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Diligence to pleaſe his Lord, though Re- 
venge was his Aim, for the Death of his 
Brother R:{:1, and the Loſs of his Father's 
Treaſure ; whica, as you have heard, the 
Panther was mainly inſtrumental in; nor 
was it long e er an 0ppoitunity was put in- 
to his Hands to execute his Deſigns: For 
the Panther falling grievous ſick, Dr. Aſſuo, 
Brother to Simpleton the Aſs, us font for, 
who had ſupplied his Brother's Place, aud 
was no wilcr than himſelt : This Aſs-docor 
gave his Patient many Potions, but to little 
purpoſe : for the Panther being grievouſiy 
ſurfeited by devouring a Stagg he nad run 
down, and withal his Body very fovl, his 
Stomach was ſorely afflicted and torment- 
ed: Aſſino not knowing what further tc do 


to give him Eaſe, or any ways to relieve 
him: The Fox underſtanding this, was ex- 


ceeding joyful, and coming into the Pre- 
ſence of the Panther, while the Aſs- doctor 
was gone to take care of the Medicines, 
leaſt any one ſhould play ſome evil Trick in 
his Abſence : But the Fox's Deſign being 
Michief and Deſtruction, he in the Night- 


time, infuſed a deadly Bane into it, which, 


upon taking, ſoon kill'd the Panther, who 
died in great Torment; and tho' they were 


both of them vehemently ſuſpe&ed, yet 
| SD accord- 
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according to the common Rule of pretend- 
ed ignorant Quacks, they ſtrongly alledg- 
ed, That the Panther being old, his time 
was come, which had it not, a Medicine 
ſo excellently prepared, had wrought his 
Recovery; uſing many Allegations to prove 
it by the Rules of Phyſick and Nature, and 
the Fox, the better to excuſe þ:mfelt, la- 
mented his Death extreamly, to appear- 
ance, often going to his Grave, and there 
edding feigned Tears; ſo that at length 
he was not only concluded Innocent, but 
much commended for the great Love they 
ſuppoſed he bore his deceaſed Lord; and 
the King hearing of it, ſent for him to 
Court, and made him his Purveyor. 

The Fox thus raiſed, begins to fear e- 
very one that had formerly known him in 
Diſguiſe, leaſt they ſhould betray him, and 
therefore reſolved, as faſt as he could, to 
make them away, that they ſhould tell. no 
Tales: his firſt Project was to betray the 
Cat to a place, where in hopes of Mice, 
ſhe was ſtrangled in a Snare, and when dead, 
the Fox buried him privately, that the 
thing might not be known, nor enquired 
into: Grimhbek the Maſtiff, who knew him, 
as having diſcovered himſeit to him in hopes 
of getting into the Monaſtery, was the 
next 
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next whoſe Life he aimed at; and thus he 
contrived his Death, having found a deep 
Well in the Foreſt, with much Water in ir. 
laid Reeds and rotten Sticks a- croſs it, and 
upon them Earth, and then green Grais ard 
Leaves, as a Carpet, thither he convey ed 
Marrow-bones, and one, above the reſt, 
with much Fleſh on it, and invited Grim-f 
bood to Dinner; who overjoyed at the op- 
portunity, as being out of Place, and very 
hungry, accepted the ſuppoſed kind Offer, 
and being led by Reynardine to the place, 
he had no ſooner leaped on it with all his 
| weight, as greedy to catch the Prey, but 
| down ſunk he and the Banquet together 
into the Well; where, howling for help inf 
| vain, the Fox tumbled great Stones upon] 
him and drowned him, then covering the 
place, returned to Court, rejoycing, as 
now ſuppoſing he was rid of all thoſe 
that conld 1mpeach him, or bring him into 
Danger; but while he was hugging him- 
ſelt in this good Luck, Brindle, for Theft, 
being expelled the Monaſtery at Manton, 
came into the Foreſt to ſeek his Living, 
and finding the Fox high in Favour, would 
have ſcraped Acquaintance with him, but] 
he utterly denied ever to have known him; 
& which ſo inſenced Brindle, that he reſolved 
1 | * 


to diſcover his true Name to the King, and 
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accordipgly did, with all the Circumſtances 
how he hah cauſed himſelt tobe diſguiled, 


and came to the Monaſtery of Manton, and 


how he was known there, and denied Ad- 


mittance : Upon this Crabron, the diſgui- 
ſed Reynardine, was ſent for, and charged 


Joy the King, on the Words of Brindle, as 


a Traytor; but ne ſtoi dy denied all, al- 
ledging, That it was Malice in the Ma- 
ſtiff, begauſe he had not preferred him ac- 
cording to his Deiire. This ſo enraged 
Brindle, that witout onſidering he was in 
the King's Preſence, ; fell upon the Fox, 
and had killed him, hd he not been taken 
off. | 

For th Indiſcret!n he was committed 
o Priſon ; during his being there, t he Fox 
deviſed to make him away, and habiting 
himſelf like a Lord's Scrvitor, he brought 
him Food, as from his Lord, which the 
Maſtiff, without Suſpicion, eating, ſoon 
died, with all the Symptoms of Poiſon, 
but none yet knew who did it. 


Moral.] The Fox's entering into the Pan- 
ber's Service, and poiſoning him, denotes a re- 
engeful Perſon, who, under the greateſt Shew 
; Friendſhip, hides his Malice till he can exe- 


cute 
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The King told him it ſhould, when the 
Witneſs appeared, who was immediatelſſ{.,... 
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cute his Vengear:ce. His betraying Grimlook, 
and poiſoning Brindle, denotes, that when we 


U 


1 


1 


a 4 
ſuſpect our Guilt will be diſcovered, baſe Means ped 
are uſed to prevent it. e”” - . 

Cuan 4 


The Fox was again queſtion'd, found Guilh, 3 
and condemned; but reprie ved upon promiſeſ ver 
te diſcover a vaſt Treaſure ; how the Lucherſ daſh 

is ſent with him to fetch it, but the Fox giviſhoui 
him the ſlip, and flies again to Zalap. Man 


HE Fx by this time, Well knowing = 
that 2 i:rdle Was dead, appeared cal this | 

ly in the Pr-i-nec vi the King, and deliredfy, + 
that now wyai he kad to ſay in excule of}... h. 


Yeſterday's Accuiation might be heard 47% 


picio 


ſent for; but, inſtead of bringing him Mon. 
the Goaler came to excuſe his Death; ſayſor th. 
ing he was poiſoncd; and that he verilſy in 
believed, by all C:rcumſtances, he had beeſtort' g 
the cc ſion of it himſelf: For, ſays he, ue ſe 
oficred him Ford Yeſterday, but he would 


eat bone, raving at a ſtrange rate, till ly to. 


Stranger came, whom I ſuppoſe, was Mii. x, 
Contedatate in the Miſchief, and from hiſs .. N 
he tod Food and eat it greedily. * neafit 
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ok,| The King hearing this ſtrang 


ean} pected his Servant Crabron had a hand in it, 
I but having no Proof, he held his Peace for 
a time. wo | Ef 
The Fox now ſuppoſing he was ſafe, all 
tiley, being deſtroyed that could accuſe or diſco- 
miſeſyer him; in the midſt of all his Jolity, was 
ihr] daſhed by the arrival of Lighrfoor the Grey- 
given hound, who has lived in the Monaſtery of 
Mauton; of him the King enquired, Whe- 
. {ther ever he knew ene Reynardine, that had 
Vinglbeen an Officiate in the Monaſte y? To 
EatJ}his he replied, He had, indeed, heard of 
ach a one's being there, and of the Pranks 
ſe fe had plaid ; which agreeing with what 
ard Jar jndle had (aid, increaſed che King's Suſ- 
1 the picion, eſpecially when confirmed by Quick- 
item the Lurcher, that came from the ſaid 
him Monaſtery ; ſo, whatever Excuſes Crabron, 
{2)Jor the diſguiſed Reynardine could make, the 
King's Anger encreaſing, he reſolv'd to ex- 
beeſtort a true Confeſſion out of him, which 
he ſeemed to decline, by racking him : 
ouldc on hearing his Deree, begged hearti- 


ty to have it excuſed, and grea:ly urged 


S Mrs Innocency ; but could not prevail, for 
hing. King's Suſpicioa more and more in- 


Tre ſing, lie ordered four ſtrong Beaſts - 
| take 


Ti 


e Story, 
2 whwas much perplexed, and ſhrewdly ſuſ- 


| take him and draw his 
and not to leave off till he had confeſſed 


TA f 9184 


Reynard e Fox, 
Limbs divers ways, 


the truth. 5 

This Puniſhment being immediately put 
in execution, Craborn cry ing out very griev- 
ouſlly, as if he had been torn in ſundex, 


though, to ſay the truth, he was little 


hurt, yet his Tormentors not leaving off, 
thinking he ſhould at laſt be killed in ear- 
neſt, with a mournful Voice he begged to 
be delivered out of their Hands, and he 
would freely confeſs all. This being or- 
dered, he, inſtead of performing it, pro- 
ceeded only to excuſe himſelf of not know- 
his Accuſers, or ever being in the Country 
where the Monaſtery ſtosd; which much 
inraged the King, but for that time he 
thought it ſufficient to commit him to 
ſtrong Ward in Priſon, and on the Morrow 
cauſe him to be racked again, till he clear- 
ly confeſſed the truth of the matter. 

Upon this the Fox was carried off, grie:- 
ouſly complaining he ſhould die with the 


Anguiſh of his Tortures, for his Limbs 
were all disjoynteds, but this ſerved only 


as a Pretence to make his Guards the more 
careleſs of him, that he might the' better 
make his Eſcape, which accordingly he 
did ; for being lodged in the Gronud-room 
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of the Priſon, and ſtrongly locked and 
bolred in, whilſt his Goalers ſlept, he dug 
a Hole under the Foundation of the W ail, 

and creeping throngh it, fled ; bur they 
for their Drowlincſs paid very dear, the in- 
cenſed King cauſing them, the next Day, 
to be executed, as Traytors, for conſpiring 
with Crabron, and furthering his Eſcape to 
plot new Treaſons agai:{t his Royal Crown 
and Dignity ; all they could alledge not 
availing them. 

The Fox having eſcaped thus luck ly, 
travelled all Night, till he came into the 
Foreſt of Pitwood, where Sir Chanticlecr the 
Cock, with his numerons Progeny, held 
his Reſidence, of whom he made a grievous 
Spoil, till, at laſt, th. old Cock fuſpecting 
who he was, haſted to voun g Sir Hirelapil, 
and made him acquainted with his 
thoughts; this young Gallant knowing the 
King's Proclamarion wag out againſt the 
Fox, with Promiſe of a great Reward and 
Preferment to thoſe that ſhould apprehend 
him, acquainted the King with it, and un- 
dertook to ſeize him and bring him to 
Court with him; yet Quickſcent following 
his footing, after a tedious Race, run him 
down and took him; at this the Lib ard 
Ierinncdd, knowing h his Honour was ecliſp'd 

there. 


14 FI 
| thereby, therefote he took the Fox by 
force from the Lurcher, and made him his 
Prifoner ; but the Boar, Wolf and Hanna 
envying him that Advantage, fell upon 
him to take the Priſoner from him; bur 
the two laſt of theſe he flew, and put the 
firſt, ſore wounded, to flight; in the mean 
while the Fox had eſcaped, had not the 
Lurcher had a watchful Eye over him, and 
taken him on freſh Puifuir, Then he was 
brought to Court, where the King upbraid— 
ed him with his Father's, and his own 
Treacheries, and ordered him immediately 
to the Gallows, placing a Writing on his 
Head of the ſeveral Names he had gone by 
to deceive and betray the Beaſts of the Fo- 
reſt. | | 

When he was aſcending the Ladder, he 
made a free Confeſſion of all his Crimes he 
had committed, except the Murders, which 
he laboured to cxcuſe; and then to inti- 
nuate himſelf with the King, in expecta- 
tion of Pardon, he made a long feigned 
Story of an infinite Maſs of Treaſure not 
ver diſcovercd, giving a large Catalogue 
of Jewels, Rings, Goid-chains, and Moncy ; 
F then ſeemly offered himſelf ro Death, with- 
cout telling the place where they lay : To 


this the King began to harken attentively, 
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his Life; yet Covetouſn. ts prompting him 
cargerly to thurſt afrer ſo great Riches, he, 
upon Craborn's lolemn Outh chat all was 
true, cauſed him to be taken rom the Gal 
lows and returned to Prifon, tit he lad 


conlidered the matter, whether it might 


be true or not; and demanding if it could 
not be taken up without him, he being 
kept as a Pledge for the Certainty of its 
being there; No, replicd the Fox, for kit 
was fecured DY ons Alrimas an Iuchanter, 
who is now dead, and the Spell is ſo firong, 
that without it be difivived by Sacrifices, 
which] mult offer, it cannot be taken up. 

The King hearing him name Adriman, 
and that he was dend, reſolved, for a bet— 
ter Confirmation of the Truth of the whole 
matter, to know whether there was ſuch x 
Perſon, and thereupon ſent with ſpeed to 
enquire, which proving fo, and chat he was 
dead, made him the caſter credit the reſt : 
then calling the Lurcher, he commanded 
him to go with the Fox and ſee the Trea- 
ſure, but beſure to watch him narrowly, 
leaſt he gave him the {lip : This he under- 
took, and ſo away they travelled, carly in 
the Morning, to the Foreſt of Lergæod, 


and the Fox pretending to be near the place, 
G 2 mace 
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yet doubted it was a Ciflembling to ſave 
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made a and prepared his Sacrifices, 


which were to be offered up unto Figure, 
Venus, Mars, Mercury, and Pluto, five icve- 


ral Days in five ſeveral Circules ; ; but on 


the ficlt Day the Lurcher being tired out 


by walking ſo long to watch the Fox, who. 


himſelf ſlept ſoundly a Nights, coul Id hold 
up no longer, but falling allceh, the Fox 
took the Ad vantage he had look'd for, and 
ſecretly ſtole away; which when the Lur- 
cher, ſtarting Com his fleep, found, he 
hunted and beat the Foreſt about, but all 
in vaiv, for Reynardine was got beyond his 
reach; ſo that after a tedious and fruitleſs 
Scarch, with Fear, Shame and Anger he 
returned again to the Royal Court at Sax- 
den. 


Moral. | By the Fox's feigning biden Trea- 

Jure, denotes, crafty Men, by Policy, eſcape Dan- 
Ler, when Strength fecha them. The Lyon: gi- 
ving Credit to it, and faving his Life, denotes, 
Covetouſneſs over-ballances Juſtice, and corrupts 
the Fudge. By the Fox's pretending to Sacrifi- 
ces, ſhews, that Religion, as a Chak, is often 
pretended, to cover intended Frauds, and noto- 
rious Villanies, &c. 
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es, 

ne, C HAP, VI, 

1 How the Lurcher's returning without the Fox, 
on angers the King, and cauſes him to put out 
* his Proclamation for a prehending lim. How 


many Bealts went in ſearch of him, and the 
1d Miſchief that befel them by the means of the 
OX Brock. How the Fox is taken by the Aſs and 


nd eſcapes, leaving him in Slavery, and what' | 
ir- after befel on that Account. In what man= #| 
he ner the Fox lived till he was again taken by 

all the Lurcher, 

Ns 


eſs FY King finding himſelf thus deluded 
the Fox, was exceeding ans 

x dien much the Lutcher, but more him 
ſelf, for crediting ſo cunning a Diſſembler; 
yet reſolving xo be revenged, he put out 
*a- his Proclamation, encouraging the Purſuit |t 
n- of him with promiſe of Reward and Ho- 
3:-f| nours ; ſo that a number of Beaſts haſtec 
es, ff ro the Kingdom of Zalap, whether they. } 
Js ſuſpected him to be gone; each poſting ſe- 
ifi-fl veral ways to outſtrip each other, as fears 
en ful, by coming too late, to loſe this Ho- b 
70-E nour ; and with them went the Brock, the 
Fox's Friend, to give him private Notice | 

of the Dangers, if he might find him ang 
without any others knowing it; and in 
Si W © 73-200 deed 


r 
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cced he had the luck to do it, as knowing 
well what kind of placcs he aſed to lurk i in, 
in ſuch eminent time of Danger, and gave 
him Notice of all that had paſſed, and What 
Beaſts were come out in Search of him 
zs the Tyger, the Boar, the Horſe, Goa! 
Bull, Camel, FF ittsls the Afs, Brother to 
the Aſs-dodor, and many others. 

To this Rh na. dis ne, for fo now mult ! 
call him agata, replied, I fear not all theſe, 
dcar Couſin, ſo much as I do Qi cent the 
Lurcher, if he be not with them to ſcenr 
me out, I am ſafe enough. Indeed, ſaid 
the Brock, I had forgot him, he is here : 
but PII quickly ſend him upon a falſe Rn- 
mour Il! raiſe a great way off, that he 
may not yet get the Scent of you, when 
yon are diſpoſed to travel abroad; and ſo 
eontrive it with the reſt, that moſt of them 
mall repent their coming in ſearch of you. 

The Fox here upon heartily thank'd him, 
and brought out a young Pheaſant he had 
newly taken, on which they. ſupped and 
| were merry, and a little betore Day the 

Brock ſeft him, and labonred to draw the 
| Beairs from his Hole, and by crafty Devi- 
ces, ſent them to ſuch places to ſearch, that 
hey either fell into Snares, Sla! cry, Of 
were many af chen Nin by the Country 
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However, the Fox hearing more were 
coming, and being ſcanty ot Proviſion, 
went co the Palace of Squire Careleſs, and 
entertained himſelfas a a Servant to him, up- 
on Condition he might have Liberty TY 

alk abont the Houſe, and not be chaine 

5 many of his Kindred were. 

This being agreed on, having 
Friendſhip with the Matti of the Place, 
he lived in great Plenty for atme; bur 
one Day as he! lay backing inthe Sun in the 
Court-yard aſlecp, the Dogs being likewiſe 
aflcep in tune Kennels, after full Bellies, 
IWileſs the Aſs coming by, and peeping o- 
ver the Wicker, eſpied the Fox ; then ſet- 
ting his Arſe ag gainſt jr, he forced it open, 
and entrin T, furprized the ſleeping Fox, 
running away with him, in great hafte in 
18 Mouth, unſeen of any Body : The Fox 
hn ing bimſelk thus tricked by the Aſs, be- 
G21 gently to flatter and entreat him, ſay- 
ing, che was exceeding glad, ſince it muſt 
be, that he was fallen into the Hands of 


nade 


jo courteous and generous a Perſon, to 


wiom, when he firſt heard the Proclamati- 
on, * would willing have ſurrendred him- 
C14 
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him, praifits 
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coul he have conveniently found 
bis Underſtanding and pru- 
dent. Condu 2 to rhe Skies; fo that tha 
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Aſs thinking all real, proteſted he was ſor- 
ry now he had taken him, and would let 
him go, were it not that he expected to 
be made à Lord for taking him; which 
Honour he had along time extreamly co- 
veted, that he might out- brave his Kinſ- 
man the Doctor, who, being rich, looked 
ſhie, ard ſcorted him for his Poverty. 
The Fox heartily thanked him for his good 
NMenning towards him; but deſired to 
know how ther flould do to ſhift for Pro- 
vitioa in their Way to the Court, conſider- 
ing it would take them up eight Days. As 
for me, faid the Aſe, every Lane will at- 
ford Thiſtle and Boughs ; but for you, 


who are woat to live on Fleſh, I krow 


rot how you will fair, unleſs you make 
Proviſion to carry with you, That I have 
done, ſaid the Fox, for about Mile in our 
Way, I have a Store-houſe, where I have 
laid up Provifions againſt any time of Ne- 
ceſſity that may fall out: and if you be 
pleaſed to carry ſo much as is needful ſor 
me, you will exceedingly oblige me. Yes, 
{aid the Aſs, with a very good Will: come, 
let us haſten on our Journey, and I will do 
you all the Service I can; nor would Lhave 
been inſtrumental in this your Misfortune, 
| had it. not been in hopes to have Deen a 
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Lord, 
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ot- | Lord. Upon this they ſet foreward, diſ- 
let I courfing together on their Way of divers 
to matters, till walking by à Park ſide, with 
high Pails, the Fox eſpied a convenient 
Hole; then ſaid he, glad of the Opportu- 
nity, In this place is my Proviſion, I have 
it in a Wallet, ſtay you here and I will 
ty. fetch it inſtantly. The Aſs was loath to 
od truſt him at ſuch a Diſadvantage ; but | 
before he could reply, the nimbly Fox 


* 
o | whippedin, and then it was to no purpoſe 
-r- | to argue. 
AS However, the Aſs in Expectation of his 
a- Return, which he intended not, ſtood | 
u, waiting, reſt ing his Noſe on the top of the 
"WW | Pails, which was as much as he could | 
ke reach when he ſtood on his Hind- feet, ſo {| 
ve ** was impoſſible forYim to leap o- 
ur : Now the mean while the Fox haſted 
ve tank Wood-man, that was lopping in 
the neighbouring Foreſt, ſaying, Sir Wood- 
0 man, I bring you the rareſt News your 
Or can wiſh\ for. What is that? ſays the i 
S, Woodman: Why, replied he, yonder i 1 a 


Gs ſtrange wild Aſs ichout an One r. fat, . 


0 © luſty, 2nd of a large ſize, that will, if you 
'C take him, do you great Service in carrying 
e, Wood or other Burthens, much to the eaſe 


a of vour on Labour, Where i is he? ſaidl 
r thi 
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FI. halter him, I'll warrant you, and ſoon 
| make him tame - and for your Kindneſs in 
mee ing me him, when. ever you Chance to 

| be hunted, make into this Foreſt, and 1 
will co my Endeavour to ſecure you from 
i Fury of the Hounds. 

The Fox thanked him, and immediately 
led him to the Place where the Aſs ſtood 
Bray ing, or in Aſſes Language calling out, 
vir. Re ynardine, Sir Reynardine, make haſte, 
that we may proceed on our Journey. 


behind him, creeping under the ſhelter of 
the Bank, ſo that he could not be ſeen of 
the Aſs, all on a ſudden, to the Aſs's great 


h:s Neck, . it immediately to a 
ſtrong Poſt that upheld the Pails, and tho 
the Aſs ſtruggled and brayed hideouſly, all 
Was in vain, the more he ſtruggled, the 
more the Wood-man cudgeled him; till 
quite tired, and ſore bruiſed, he was forced 
to- lie down, and ſubmit himſelf to his 
Mercy. | 

The Fox ſeeing this, laughed: heartily, 
to think how he had taken his Taker ; yet, 
not appearing in ſight, he lay cloſe to fee 
the. Aſs carried away, and then poſted back 
| | tO 


_— — 


tz Wood-man. Let me but ſee him, and 


Tie Wood-man, upon this, coming fhly 


Surprize, clapped a ſtrong Haltar about 
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to Squire Careleſs's Houſe, arriving there 
before he was miſled ; and ſoon after he 
had the pleaſure to ſee Wulſs, with other 
Aſſes, come laden with heavy Bundles of 
Wood on a Pack- saddle, into tne Court- 
yard; the Wood-man {crying the Squire 


with Fucl, 
Coming to him, he thus ſaluted him; 


My Lord 77 tles, T am glad tc ſee you in- 
veſted inyournew Honour; your Coat of 
Arms mecthivks, ſuits you rarely well, and 
your other Accoutrements are very lplen- 
did ; I have ſeen many, but none like it for 
Beauty and G1yneſs.;Hah ! the Packſaddle 
and Croſs-ſticks in a green Field, embla-— 
zoned with a altar and. Girths; *ris all 
admirable: above what your Lordſhip's 
Anceſtors durſt pretend to. 

The Afs heariug theſe Taunts, verily be- 
lie ved he had bet ape bim into Slavery, 
and therefore, in a Fury, ran at him to 
trample _ under his Feet, with loud 
Brayings;, bur the Fox, beirg vimble, 
«ipped into the hole of his Kennel, lay 
cole, and ſaw the Als ſeverely banged for 
breiking his Girths in ſtruggling, and let- 


ting the Wood fall about the Yard : And 


| though the Als laboured hard to excuſe it, 


and accuſe the Fox of Treachery ; yet the 
Woods 
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Wood-man not underflanding his Langua- 
ge, exaſperated by his Braying, beat him 
but the more; ſo that finding himſelf in a 


piteous plight, he was forced to be mute: 


and upon his return, grievouſly complain- 
ed to his Fellow-aſles of his hard Uſage ; 


who bid him be of good Comfort, ſince he 


was not yet acquainted with his Maſter's 
Humours, which when he was, and he 
knew how to pleaſe him, his Condition 
would be more tollerable, as themſelves 
they ſaid had proved: For, ſaid one of 
them, tho' he be a little rough, he is a care- 
ful Provider for us ; for in the hard times 
of Winter, when there is nothing growing 
that is pleaſant to feed on, he will rob all 
the Barns and Stacks within ten Miles, to 
get us Provinder, and load us home with: 
it, to our great Satisfaction, when other 
Aſſes, turn'd to ſhift on a Heath or Com- 


mon, are ready to periſh with Cold and 


Hunger, This Diſcourſe a little comforted 


Mitleſi, and made him bear his Slavery the 
better, which he did not ſo much ſtand up- 
| ON, as that he had of being made a Lord. 


Moral.] By the unfortunate ends of the Fox's Pur- 


ſuers, for the moft part, ſignifies, Men that ave too 


forward to ſeeꝶ the ruin of others, fall into ruin 
demſelves. By the Broch, is fianifiedy that among 
| | NN 


The Hiſtory of Reynardine the Fox. 157 


ſold to tke Furrier, to pay part of his Maſter's D-brg 


thers were yet abroad in ſearch of him: and there 


the Fox, the Iucomes I ſhall bring him by mf 


—— — 


many Enemies, one may find a true Friend. The Aſs's || 
taking the Fox, ſegniſi es, Ig nornmce aided by Strength, |} 
may on à Surprize, overcome the Witty ; by the Fox's |} 


dieluding the Aſs and bringing him inte Slavery, eignes, 


in the end, that Policy is better than Strengti, and 
ever a ſecure Foundation to build on; for without the 


latter, the former ſlands not long: 


CHak VI 


How Squire Carelels Breaking, the Fox entered into | 
the Service of one Gripepenny, a miſerable Miſer; 
the Agreement he mad? with him, and in what | 
manner they lived together, till the Fox «pas acci- © 
dentally diſcovered and ſeized on by Quickicent the 
Lurcher. f 

Ey nardine the Fox, living at Squire Careleſ;'s | 

R Houſe, and not only providing for himſelf, | 


but often brought Preſents of Poultry, Rabits and 


the like for his Maſter, which greatly pleaſed him; 
but his Riot and Extravagance was ſo great, in} 
keeping open Houſe, and entertaining lewd Fel- 
lows, as Fidlers, Morrice-dancers, and the like 

| | 
that a while after the Fox came hither, his Credi- 
tors Clamonrs frighted him away, and all he had 
was ſeiz'd on: nay, the Fox, had he not been 
nimble, to eſcape thro' a Hole, had fallen into theit 
Clutches, and been a Slave, or his Skin, perhaps 


The Fox thus luckily eſcaping at bre: king ug 
of Houſe-keeping, was however, put to {hift for al 
new Maſter, not caring to venture much abroag 
in the Day-time, as knowing the Lurcher and of 


fore cafting in his mind whether to go. at lenztl 
he bethought himſelf of an old Miſer, call'd Gripgl 
penny, who liv'd a miſerable covetous life, thought 


E 
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Theft will make this Fellow entertain me with a { 

good Will, To his Houſe therefore he haſted J 

and proſſrred him his Service; but when the Miſor I 

heard he had been a Servant to Squie Careleſs, he N 
took up a Staff, crying out, Varler, hence from my 

Poor, with ſpeed, or I will cripple yon, you are I 

h 

I 
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one of thoſe extravagant Villains that ruined my 
cardleſs and faoliſh Neighbour: and Would you 
get Entertainment in my Houſe to ruin me too? 


Away with you Raſcal. | I 
| The Fox hearing this Language, be gan mitdly 11 
to intreat him, ſaying, Have patience a little, and p 
I will ſatisfie you- oth=r ways. As he w? as how ? b. 
Speak quickly then. {uid Gripepenny. Why, reve- li 
rend Sir, laid the Fox, tho' I liv'd with Squire hi 
| Careleſs, yet T eat not of his Meat, nor Crank of 
his Cup, all I had of him was but a little Lodgng, vi 
and for that I greatly recompenced him, for few OL 
Nights pafied, bur ranging abroad, I brought him ar 
either a Fig, Goole, Turkey, Fuller, Cock, Capou, br 
Duck, Rabit or the like; which might have ſup- to 
lied his Houle in a great mealare, had not his ce 
EL riotous vay of-living been io exceliive, I re 
This made the Miler rejoyce, and therenpon he 
requeſted bim to come in; then he demanded if ny 
he would ferve on theſe ierms ; Yes, {aid the ye 
Fox, withal my Heart, if may have my free Jliber- ftv 
ty to go and come when TI pleaſe, 1 hat you ſhall, mi 
ſaid the Miſer, it I find you faithful and diiligent he 
in what you have promifed. Doubt nit that 187, fit 
che Fox; but then Inuft have Holes to go sn vat 
and our at my Pie ſurc, to ſerch in roy en. to 
That you ſhall have, aid the orfier. And to 1 for 
things were accordingly vrep eh 21d he h wid I 
to bis Lodging; in à convenient Hovel 1 he dus 
Back- fide, and ſome 5craps of 5 1s) m and IF ACC 
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but badly rcliſh'd ; yer being hungry, and in 
hopes of better Cheer when he went abroad at 
Night, he ſeem'd contented with it, that his new 
Matter might not think he was over fine mouth'd. 

No ſooner was the Night come, but he went a 
Forraging in the Neighbouring Hen rovits, and 
having ſufficed himſelf with fat Pullen, he brought 
his Maſter Gripepenny home a fat Gooſe, hecaich- 


ed napping under a Hovel in a Farmet's Yaid 


This plealed the old Miſer wonderfully 3 but be- 
ing too covetous to eat ſuch a dainty Morlel, he 
pulled it, and {old it in the Market, buying Neck- 
beef with part of the Money, And thus they 
lived together. Reynardine frequently ſupplying 
him, till an unlucky Accident happened, 

The Lurcher being ſtill on the Search, and ha- 
ving made a Vow never to return to Court w ith— 
out the Fox, rambling over many other Kingdoms, 
and ſcented all the moſt likely places to find kim, 
but met with Diſappointments, when being about 
to leave off ſeeking any further, difpairing of Suc- 
ces, and yet reſolved to keep his Vow, and not 
return to the Lion's Court, being tired and ot er- 
heated, he lay down on the backſide of Griheten- 
35's Houle, in a dry Ditch, cloſe undec the Pails; 
yet long he had not been there, careful and Pcu- 
live, but, to his great Joy, he eſpied the Fox co- 
ming out at his Hole, but it being yer Day, and 
he ſuddenly poping in again, he thought it not 


fit to ſeize him, but for ſeir of being diſcovered; 


vithdrew to a neighbouring Wood hull Night, in- 
to which, he doabted not but the Fox would come 
for his Prey. 3 

In this the Lurcher was not miſtaken, for in the 
dusk of the Evening he came ranging, after his 


accuſtomed manner, to {ee if the Coaſts were clear; 
for about this Wood there ere many Farm. houſes 
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and ſo cloſe the Lutcher lay, that he came very 
near him before he ſtirred; then whilſt the Fox 
was ſcenting the Wind, to know which way his 
Game lay, he ſuddenly leap'd on him, carrying 
+ him by the zape of the Neck into the middle of 
the Wood; the ſurprized Fox, all the way crying 


piteonſly out for help; and it being then dark, the 


F Lurcher bound him for that Night, and notwith- 
ſtanding his Flattery and Entreaties, early the next 
| Morning, forced him to go along with him to the 
Court; where being come, the Fox was immedia- 
tely committed cloſe Priſoner, and Quinckſsert the 
Lurcher, for his Service got great Credit and Ap- 
plauſe, the King giving him the Title Lord Quick- 
ſcent, and cauſed his honour to be proclaim'd; and, 
as a Reward, put a Gelden Culler about his Neck. 
Moral.] By Gripepenny's entertaining the Fox, 
when he beard bis Story, fienifies, that covetous Men 
for their own Advantage, care not how thiewiſh, or 
epickedly their Gains are come by. By the Lurcher's 
taking the Fox at laſt, denotes, that wicked Men, how 
canning ſoever they be, do not always eſcapes 
un Ar Vii | 
The Fox being impriſoned, mediates his Eſcape , pets 
bis Irons taken off by fatr Fromiſes to the Goaler, 
then put a Trick upon him; and attempting to eſcape, 


Fnding it difficult, earth d himſelf in the Priſon ; and 


upon Enquiry, not being found, the Goaler is hang d. 
2 Fox lying Penſive in Priſon, ex pecting the 
time of his approaching Death, and not ho- 
ping for Mercy, had many ſerious thoughts upon 
him but the chie feſt was, if poſſible, to make his 
Licape ; but then confidering how ftrongly he 
Vas iron'd, and that his Guards were vigilant, if 
he ſhould artempt it, and not ſucceed, his Death 
vod be the more ſpeedy, and that not witkos; 
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Torments; However, he often caſt it in his Mind, 
but finding it in a manner impoſſible, concluded 
himſelf overtaken, | 

Yet penſive in theſe Thoughts, at length over- 
coming in his Mind all ſuppoſed Difficulties that 
ſtood in his way, he reſolved to try if any Strata- 
gem might free him: firſt heflattered with promiſe 
„great Reward, bis Goaler, if he would take off 
his Irons, which he ſid, being too ſtrait, greatly 
pain'd him; hoping it he were caſed of that In- 
cymbrance, he might be in a fair way to eſcape; 
but in this he found him very difffcult: For, {aid 
he, if it were known, I ſhall loſe my Place, if not 
my Life; eſpecially ſhonld your eſcap2 be further- 
cd by it; for I well remember, when y cu eicaped 
before, thoſe that guarded you, Wers without: 
Mercy put to Death, Ahl ſaid the Fox, I know it 
as well as you, and menrred their Misfortunes 
much, and often wiſh'd, I being Guily, had died, 
rather than thoſe Innocents have (uffered in my 
place; but nw TJ Lave regentcd me ef my Sins, 
wich then I nad not done, which made me fear— 


Tal of Death ; bur now my Thoughts are fully 


prepared for it, and I am fo weary of my Lite, 
thro' the Troubles and Fests I have undergone, 
that J am ſo far from thinking of making my E- 
ſcape, that would the King grant me his Pardon, 
it would be little welcome to me. 8 
Nay, laid the Gogaler, if to take off your Irons, 
in way of Courteſie to eaſes you, might do you @ 
Kincanels, could I Co it, I ſo much honour your | 
Race, that I would do you ſuch a Courteſie: 
Fur how ſhall I come by the Reward, if you. are. 
executed 3 have you any Money about you? 
The Reward, ſaid the Fox, yon ſhall be ſure of, 


tho T have no Money about me; for when I 


know I mult go to the Flace of Execution, I will 
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privati'y » -hiſper you in the Ear, the Place where 
I have hid fo great a Freaſure, as will enrich 
you and your Kindred all yorir Days 

The For's Irons were no footer off, tho' he 
preteuded to be crippled with them, but he began 
to re joyce, hoping now to have another Try 


fer his Eſcape, to defeat his Enemies of their Ex 


peQatiors ; but his main —_— was how ro get 
rhe Goaler our of the way, v.ho had ftrict Coum- 
mand, on vin of Death, nartor y to watch nim 
Day and Wight, till ke was dclivered into the 
Lxecu ic ner's Hands. 

Whereupon after he had complained a vbile 
bis Head aked, he fell a reaching and vomiting, 
declaring, ke was pitecus Sick, and de fired to 
have a She fician and a Con! fellor ſent for fearing 
in the caie of the latter, he might die before 
Sentence was paſſed upon him, aue ke was willing 


to make peace vith his Conſcience before he de- 


The Goaler, who had ſtrick Orders to 
et none come at him, without they brought the 
King's Signet, ſaid he cöuld not do this; cefiring 
bim in theſe Extramities, to make uſe of * him, 


arted. 


pretending, boaftingly of his own Parts and Ac- 


quizments, to be both Prieſt and Phyſician. The 

Fox was glad to hear tiiis, and Lefired, i in the firft 
Place to Fnow what Drugs he had; For, ſaid 
he, this Diſeaſe hzs before ſeiz'd me, bur never ſo 
vin lenily, : and thieatnel me very near with Death, 


aud Know! ung vhet I formerly ied, it Tee your 
Plugs, I unnbehule the welt proper, 


. he Gonler reac iy obey'd, and fertch'd a contur 
ſed Mevley of flucht hings as we had pi LS ie pe- 
meg, TO give Eis Pi! iloners * 2102? ick, zD nab at 
a venture, either for Killing or 3 and the 


Fox hi eving tumbledthemorvcr, to his g great Latis- 


fadbou found a pretty good quantity of Opium, 


— Tt 


Faſting; and then give over in that place, and 
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which his Goaler being ignorant of, among others, 
he choſe, and defiring him co fetch him ſome 
Wine to mix them with, the hetter to take them: 
The Goaler flattering himſelf, if he pleaſed him 
well, and he ſhould now die, ho would at large 
difſcnver to him his FTreaſure he had hid, and no 
body beſide fhauld know it, fetened a Quart, 
*he Fox reproved him for his Laviibnels, as be- 
ing, he laid, far too much for a ſick Perion, O, 
replied the Goaler, yon mey well enonghuſe it, or 
if you do wot, I can welt enough diſpenſe wich it. 
Ibis was to the Foi's purpole, and there upon, 
with ſome of it, he proceeded to mis what Drugs 
he pleaſed, fecretly conveying the Olum into the 
reſt; then feigning to be much better, heartily 
thanked him, and told him, he might take it a- 
way; and for his Gonfeſſion, he would defer it till 
he ſaw how he ſhould be, if he thought he ſhould 
hve, he would reſerve it to be made at the Gal- 
lows, where his own Confeflor was to attend him, 
The Goaler ſeemed ſatisfied, and gulped down 
the reſt of the Wine to the good Recovery of the 
Fox's Health, and his finding great Favour with 
the King; and ſo fitting down, immediately fell 
into a profound Sleep. Then the Fox took the 
Keys and opened the Inner-door, in hopes to o- 
pen the other and eſcape ; but there contrary ta 
expectation, he found a Gnard, who it ſeems, 
watch'd Night and Day; this much ffartled him, 
wherefore he teturn'd and afrtempred the Wins, 
dows, but the Bars were ſo clyfe, that he could 
not get his Head thro' ; bur then a Project coming 
into his Mind, he ppil'd of fome of his Wool and 
ſtuck it on the Grates, that kowerer, when {earch 
was made, they might think he bad eſcaped that 
way, as being growy thin and lean by his long 
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not miſtruſting him there, th Doors being leſt ſte 
open, he might eſcape unſeen. Upon this he Went If 
and fed laftily on {ſuch Proviſions as he had, that hi 
he might thereby ſubſiſt the longer, and ſo under c 
an old Pair of Stairs in the Paſſage, earth'd him pt 
ſelf, drawing in the Earth and covering himſelf ac 
ſo cloſe, that he had only a Breathing place, and 
ſo continued as long as might be. Now two Days I ga 
being paſſed, his Execution was deſigned the nexs | xe 
!orning, and a great Guard came to receive the D. 
Priſoner; but inflead of this the Goaler awaken- cl; 


ed from the Effects of his fleepy Doſe, in great of 
Perplexity, and about to hang himtelf thro' Fear 

of worſe Puniſhment for his Neglect, and the 
Anger, that at the ſame time poſſeſied him for his | . 


| piviog Credit to the Fox's Flatteries and Diſſimu - | 
ation, whom he, at the ſame time, knew had " * 

often deceived wiſer than himſelf; | , ; 

Oft him they enquired for the Priſoner, ſhewing . 

| the King's Order for him to deliver him into their 

5 Hands; to which he anſwered, in a diſtracted man- R. 


ner, he knew not what was become of him, but 
believed him to be the Devil, for he had got 
from him inviſible, the Doors being ſnut; telling 
them.the Story of his pretended Sickneſs, but no- | 
thing of his taking off the Irons, nor that himſelf 
| had profonndly ſlept. The Fox heard all this, and 
could not forbear laughing: Then they looked a- 
bout to ſee what Place poffibly he might get out 


at, and finding no Suſpicion of any, till they came ye 
to the Window, where they found his Wool ſtick- for 
ing on the Iron-bars; whereupon ſome ſaid he ca 
| was gone that Way, but others conſidering the: ha 
| Narrownels of the Space between, ſaid it was im- fur 
poſſible. However, they commanded the Goalerro | »p 
go along with them, and give an Account of it to | Ot 


che King, that the matter might be rightly under- 


ee . rs ro. — „„ 
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t ſtood, and they freed from Suſpicion aud Blame; 
* This Fear made him loath to go; bur they told 
t him, it he would not go willingly, they would 
r compel him, and-they it would look as if he had 
purpoſely permitted the Eſcape; whereupon he 


f || accompanied them to Court. | -. = 
d The King hearing the Story, and how he had a- 

s || gain been deluded, groan'd with himſelf for Au- 

r ger, immediately cauſing the G aler to be put to 
. Death with Torments ; putting out a freſh Pro- 

1- clamation, and ſending Purſuers again in Search 

Ya of the efcaped Fox. | 

Ty 


Moral.] The Fox's diſſembling with the Goaler, and 


1 promuſing great Rewards, denotes, Covstouſneſs blinds 
"4 Mens Fore ſig ht, and makes them do things that 2 
d certainly bring them to Deſtruction. The Fox's taking 


this Courſe, denotes, in a deſperate Caſe, mothing is to 
de omitted, that carries with it a Shadow of Safety. 


18 

ir CAP. IX. « 

n- | Reynardine attemping to eſcape, is prevented, and 
an brought before the Xing, and boldly confeſſes his 
0 


Crimes , then being ordered to the Gallows, he, by 
ng 4 Stratagem, hangs the Executioner, but i; after- 


ky evards Haug d and quarter d himſelf. 

ad 1 Fox, in his clole hiding, being driven to 
a great Straits ſor want of Proviſion, and al- 
ut moſt ſtifl'd, began to contrive what way he might 
me yet take to make his Eſcape, he attempred there- 
ks fore to dig a Hole under the Priſon-wall, and e- 
he | fcape that way, but found ir lo rocky, after he 
he: had digged half a Fathom, that he could go no 
m- further; this put him into a pitiful Plight, where- 


upon he concluded to lie privately behind the 
Outward-docr, and when it was opened, ſteal | 
out, if he might, unſeen, .... This 


——_ — — 


| 


the Life of another. 
n 2 Are 
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This he attempted, but without Succeſs; for ſc:rce 
was he got cut of the Court-yard but he was eſpy'd 
and ſo turiouſly purſued by many Beaſts, that he, 
in the chaſe of a Mile or two, was taken, and tim- 
mediately dragged to the Count, with great Shouts 
and Acclamations, Tis King kearing the Nuiſe 
. demanded the Cauſe, and being told that Neynar- 
dine Was retaken, he greatly rejoyced, command— 
ing he ſhould be brought before him, which he 
was vith a forrowful and dejected Countenance; 
then he commanded Manacies 1heuld be put on 
him, to prevent his ſtarting for the furure, 

This done, he ſaid, Reynardiue, thou Fra ytor, 
you ſee even Deſtiny it ſelf has deſigned you for a 
ibameful Death, from which all your Wiles can 

Tot free you: What can you now iay to the many 

Murders charg'd againſt yon? Hold up your Bead, 

and, it Shame and Horror will permet you, clear 

your Corſcience by a free Conteſhon. 

To this the Fox replied, Dread Sovereign, I 
own myſeif vortiy of Death; for indeed I have 
grievoufly offended againſt your Highneſs, and 
hurt moſt Beaſts in the Loreſts; many I have mur- 
dared in Revenge of my Farher's Death, and o- 
thers to prevent being diſcovered: As to the firft, 
I paifon'd the Leorard and Panther, v. ho I was 
inform'd had betrayed my Father, and brought 
him to a ſbameful Death, and thereby pull'd down 
vour Wrath, upon me, and his whole Pofterity : 
Griem/ock the Maſtiff, Brindle, and Tyhert the Car, 
I made avay leaſt knowing me in my Diſguiſe, 


U 


they ould diſcover me, and lo betray my Life 


To your Anger: And the like I vouls have done 
by others, had I not been prevented for Seli- 
preſervatior is a powerful thing, and would make 
any one, as I think, prefer his ovn Life before 

As for the Injury I did to 
a WIiOTrr IK 


Pa 


vhe 
I>ife 
Wha: 
if he 
Come 
this. 


wond 
the 1 


Jeceſſity, that has no Law, drove me to it; Toa, 
11 part, was the Cauſe of it, by baniſhing me, 
1d forcing me into thoſe Straits, which, for the 
i Support of my Life, made me commit the 
Crime, where I had no Malice, nor receis'd no 


Injury : My Hypocrifie in pretending to be a Monk, 


avVing gorten that Habit, and under a Veil of 
SanGity, cheating many, I repent me of it; yet 
are there many worle Hypocrites than I, that wear 
them, making Religion a Trade and Gain, more 
than a real Profeſhon: 7 hat I turned Phyſician 
I own, and that in meer Emulation to fpoil the 
Als Doctor's Trade; tho' ſince, I think there are 
lo many Pretenders, as ikiltul in Phyſick as him- 
ſeif, that few but Aſſes turn Phyſisiaus; and as T 
did a little purpoſed Miſchief, they do a great 
deal; mine was on a juſt Revenge, purpolely, 
whilſt their is ignorantly, for Lucre and Selt-In- 
tereſt ; for where they ro be paid if the Patient 
lived, and not if he died, they would be more 
careful, or their Trade would be of little Value; 
but die or die not, it being all one many times, 
when the Patient's Money is exaanſted, and the 
Liſeaſe grows tedious to them, and they know not 
what to make of it, they try Practiſes at random, 
if he lives fo, if not, Why then truly his time was, 
come aud wiy could help it? And therefore for 
this. I rl:ink, I onghe not to be fo much blamed, 

Tu King hearing him ſpeak thus boldly, ard 
in forme mesure, iuſtify part of his Procezdings, 
wondered at his Impudence, and demanded where 
the Tic-lare was he pretended to be hid by A- 


an the Enchanter ? Ob, teplicd he, that was 


n E 5 Fables to gain Credit, that I might get 
1.22 to eſcape; and my intended Sacrifices like 
pep mm Mirac'es; Nav, row, if I thoug nt, as 1 bes 
eve chey Will not, ſmoth FF iteries would pals * 
pen you, I am nut lo willing to Die, but I would 
lick once more. | That 


{7 © That ſhall not be, faid the King, unleſs you uf 
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Witchcraft to vaniſh into the Ait; whereupon J. 
1 LY 0 o on - . 
ordered him to be immediately carried into e/ 


outward Court, where a Gibbet was ere cted, 3 


there te be executed; commanding the Lurch 


to do that Otfice, who ſeem'd very unwilling, 

but the King's expreſs Command compell'd hi: 
to it ; Then were his Manacles taken off, and he 
mounted the Ladder, after the Lyrcher, bavin: 
the Halter about his Neck; being mounted, ar 
the Rope faſtne to the Gihbe:, he defired tin 

to prepare himſelf, defiring them that were Specta 
tors to join with him in ſinging Maſs, which whe., 


they devoutly was doing, poring upon their Books, 


he ſlipp:d the Halter off his Nec, and caft th: 


| © Nooſe about the Luroker's, throwing him off th 


Ladder, ſaying, Harm watch, harm catch ; ar. 
immediately leaping down, narrowly preventcr 
by the long Libard, trom eſcaping ; which, whilt 


| - they were doing, end not minding the Lurcher, 


be hung ſo long till he was quite dead; then they 
bound the Fox Hand and Foot, carri-d him u; 
the Ladder, and taking the dead Lurcher our 
thruſt his Head in, and by hard puning his Leg: 
immediately hang'd him. And the King hearin:, 


il What he had dcae, caus'd him to be quartered 


and they ſet up in the Places where he had don 


tune meft Miſchief, Then went the Poets to wor 


on his laſt Speech and Confeffien, to the Tune 


a of many doleful Ditties, which Hot 5 ma com. 


fortable Penny in hard Times. 1/7 60 
Moral.] The Fox's endeawcuring to eſcape, and being + 
prevented, denotes however wicked Men may eſcaps, ..'. 


| length their Cunning fails them. His Confeſſion dev: 
tes, that theſe who do wickedly, auill excuſe theriiſelye, 


on the wicked Deeds of others, His Hangine the Lur- 


cber, ſue cs, that Malice and Revenge is not vercome 
by the fear of Death · | 
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